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Ef Excommunicati ab Eceleſi ſunt 
in poeteſiatse Satane 4d IerS1R0 Car 
21, I Cor.5. 5s vero penitentians a 
gunt, & recioiuntar, tum 4 Satana li- 
berantur. Hiftor.Nagdeb.cevr.1 i.2.' 


; PÞ+13 $147- 


- > — 


Pitomn :ommunicationens indicari per modum illuw loquendss 
guo Apoſtolm uſu: eft, 1 Cor.5 5.& 1 Tim. 1. 20» 
Newpe tradere Satane ad interitum carnis, rele judioa* 
runt multi ex veteribus , quia extra Ecclefitam Satanas 
| | regnat. Synop. Pur. Theol. conſcript. P. Poliandrum, Rive« 
21 (| tum Walzum, Thyſium, Dy/p. 48.40, 
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'tan. GR p.843.0f his works, 
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N E and the laft of the Spiritual means of fear isEx- 

communication, whereby men are deliyered to Sa= - 

tan,1Cor.5.5.that delivering of theinceſtuous perſencan* | 

notb: a bare bodily puniſhmene, but an excluding ois ſin- 

ner from the Communion and tellowſhip of the Church 4 

& muſt be done in the face of = Church by the conſent; 
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4 the whole Chufch, as 5 appears ver. 2, & 4. Perkins on ft 
J mare. _ -1 
AL SET we 
a 
HE greater Excommunication ( as diftint from ty 
=_ ſuſpenſion - ) putterh the Excommunccate from p. 
the Sacrament of the Lords body and bijooc, and depri- 
veth them of all that comfort ; and firength of Grace 
which from it they might receive : it denieth to the the _ 
benefit of the Churches publique Prayers, and fo leave:h 
then: co themſelves as forlorn and miſerable wretches, er 
and'wherce it is that they are ſaid to be delivered, to C| 
Saran'; becauſe they are left ( naked and void of all 
- means t6 make reſiftance ) unto his Will and Pleaſure. hi; 
-Fizld of the Church. p.23,24. we? 
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Nite: is it any thing elſe then Excommuzication 
which the Apoſtle fgnifteth by delivering to Satan, po 
"0 or.5 

Ns in bis diſcourſe of the right of the Church 
in a Chriftian ftate, pre 34. 

The'Cenſure of Excommunicstion cutteth men off 
from the Converſation of Chriftians, which forfeit the 
priviledges, to which they pretend. and fs delivers them 
| \ to Satan by conſequence, as thoſe rhat lodped wichour  - 
the camp of //rae/, were in danger to be lick: up by the all 
Amalek;te, 1 Cor.5 5. 1T1m.1.20, T horndick in bis hs 
Primitive Governmenc of Chuz« hes, page 91 w 
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"HE end of excommunication is that he may be 
2: afhamed, that be may fee himfelf alone,no compa«! 
ny bucthe Devil thought bad enough for him, ard ſo be 
'broughe co tenſe and ſhame of his «-wo vil:neſs, which is that 
the moſt —_— Uh ns toreformation, and _ 'thin 
> re|- 


ern ff 44 
on forethough a little before, binding, Excommunicating, 
» Aelivering to Sacan be. made $Sy»on:m4's. It followeth, 
Excommunicarion it 15 an Ae of Mercy and Charity of . 
ail other the greateſt, tivugh under the ſhew of ſeveri- 
IM ty and wrath. DoRor Hawmon of the power of the keyes, 
IM p.I17. — — TY 
The 
ce | "EY 
he FF theterror and horror of Excommunication {( tobe 
h Þ cat out of the Church, and delivered up into the pow-= 
es, er of Satan }-win not a finner, nothing wilf. Caudry 
to Church reform.promoted.p. 65; * 
all The laft remedyis to ſhame*him when he ſhall ſee 
re. himſelf abhorred. and forſaken of all good men, and 
when all the People avoid his company 'as a leaprous 
__ perſon; accounting him not fit for-humane ſociety,being 
' delivered to Satan. /dem.p.68. _. -” 
on Excommunication. is a; delivering a man over to the 
n, power of Satan. [dew'p. 85. | 
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off | O HN Cornford (one of the ſix laſt that were burnt in 
England for the true Religion).-when be heard himſelf, 
and his followers excommanicated, ftirced with @ vehe- 
17 Ment zeal of God, and proceeding in a more true ex- 
communication againſt the Papiſts ; in' the name of chem 
\;c Ul pronounced ſencence againſt them in theſe words. is 
the Name of our Lord Jeſu: Criſt, andby the Pover of 
his holy Spirit , and the Authority of his holy Catholick 

- and Apoſtolich Church, We do give here into the hands of 
Satan to be deſtroyed the bodies of all thoſe Blaſphemers and 

\ Heretick: that do maintain any error again!t his moſt holy 


he 


"| Word,or ds condemn his moſt boly Trath for Her efie, rothe UY 


.  Waintaining 'of any falſe ( hurch or feigned Religion : S& 
| 5 thar by this thy rafi judgement, moſt mighty God againft 
-. thine Adverſaries, thy true Religion may be known to | 
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thy Slory and our Comforts; and to the edifying of all © 
our Nation ; good Lord ſo be it. Trapon Fob» 9.22. 
5 le 


COS 


—— 
—— 
a_ 


Am their ſame opinion , who interpret the delivering f 

to Satan of Excommunication , and ſo doth Gwal- ,; 
ter himſelf ; ſo doth the Syriack which readeth ; that pl 
you ( Corinthians may deliver ſuc": an one to Satan, If it (, 
was an act of the Church of / orinth,then it was a Church- ,,. 
ſenſure not a Miracle. The Greek doth alſo carry ir to be 
an AQ of the Charch of {or5»th afſembled together. We * 
have alſo ſome, ( though not all ) of the Antients for 
us in this particular : as Bal/amon in Canon. Epift Ba- 4 
þliz ad Amphilock, Can.7. obſerverh. Gilleſpy*s Aarons- fr 
rod bloſſoming. p.435- | Wo " 
' Whether the Power of Excommunication i» au pri- © 
210, ſeu qpoad eſſe dig belong to the colleRive body of — 
the Church of Corinth or not, is a queſtion controverted 
and to this day , ſub judice {is eft;yet even thoſe who hold 
the affirmative part of the queſtion, do notwithſtanding = 
ſay, that 5» an ſecundo, ſeu 4quoad operari, the power 
pertaited to their Bresbytery, which is confirmed by 
2 Cor.2.6 where the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the cenſure of m 
that inceſtuous man, ſaith not that it was infliQed by all, fe 
but by many, the Paftors and Elders of Corinth;how be ti 
itthe execution and final a& of that bigh cenſure was co wv 
be with che conſent, and inthe Preſence of the Congre- ( 
gation, Gilleſpy's &ſſerion of the Government of the 


hurch of Scor/and. p.1 15,116. T 
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FT Deny nor bat the faithfull convened; or were to con- b 
F. vene in tbis meeting, x Cor. 5. with che elderſhip,&c. 
ur the mectingis demonſtrated paſtoral and presbyterial *! 
with ſpiritual Power from the ſpecial intended aged le 
EDT OT rw 195 en... - - il 


 , | <at act which was authoritatively to deliver the Forni= © 
all catorto Satan. Rutherf. peacable.pleaip.235: | 

'* Oneandthe ſame word 5+#22g«y to purge out the 
__ ſeaven, x Cor.5.7. applyed both to Elders and Believers 
. _ hath divers meaningsaccording as it is applyed to divers 
Vs ſubjeas ; ſothatthe Elders did purge out and excommu- 
44t- nicate one way, that is anthoritatively, &c. and the peo- 
hat pje did purge out the feaven another way, by a popular 
f * conſenting that he ſhould be excommunicate. Rutherfords 
- " peaceable plea for Pavls Presbytery'in' Scotland.p.236. 
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for Pollonins faith, that the ralacrias Churches hold, | 
"lt that Claſſes and Synods have power to caft out {jj 


ns- from the Communion of the Churches,as a Heathen and 
a Publican, and to deliver to Satan an obſtinate offending 
-i- Church. p.r30. in Engliſh, | 


of - 

ed > » 

W Rules for Admiſsion, 

18 ”7F*Hat ſuch who deſire to walk with God, and his peo- 
cr ple in all ordinances,c-c. Beat a Church-meeting 


»y propoſed to the Church for their approbation and ad- 
of miſſion. That they do then ſolemnly and ſeriouſly pro- 
ll, feſs their faith and Repentance before all the Congrega« 
Xe tion, &c. That they do then ſeriouſly and ſolemnly co- 
oO venant and promiſe, to walk with God and his People | 
e- ( particularly the Church co which they now joyn them= 
Ie ſelves ) according to the Rules of the Word of God, | 
Dent.29.1. 9. tothe end : Nehem.9.38. and chap. 10. 


__ 


1,229. Jo[h,24.21,28, 2Cor.98.5. That if che Church t 
— doapprove of their converſation, and profeſſion, they jj 
j- bereceived; otherwiſe, deſired to forbear, or excluded if 
-, til the Church beſatisfied ; By the Church here is meant if | 
il thewhole body : or the Major number of the men at HF 
1 leaſt, 6, 3 : W-! 
t A4 Par: i 
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Particular knles for walking in Church- Order. 
T Har all Admitted, &c. Yield and ſabmit themſelves 
: tothe Diſcipline of Chrift in his Church , as it ſhall 
be made known tous from the Word : and miy be to E- 
dification exerciſed in our particular Congregation, 
2{or.B:5. 1 Cor.F. 2 Cor,10 3,445,6: Heb.13.17, &c. 
Thac the conſent of the whole Church, or at leait the 
oreater..part of the men, be taken by the Paſtor and 
Officers, in matters of weight and moment, 1 Cor. 5. 
4,5. That ſuch as ſhall privately offend, be firſt 
privacely admoniſhed ; if chat prevail not,then with two 
or three ; if that prevail not ,. then ler the matter be 
declared co the Church, and the offendor publickly ad- 
moniſhed by che Paſtor : if that prevail not, let him be 
accounted as an Hearhen,and a Publican, Mat.18. 15,6. 
That ſuch asfin openly, be more ſpeedily and ſeverely 
dealt withal, and praceeded againſt , 1 75m. 5: 20,24,25. 
I Cor.5., per tor. Mr. f:inT kel in bis Charch- Rules, 
P48: 413, 7: = | | 
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SEARS 7 142 it needleſs for me to make 

Sg 4ny Apologie for my thus com- 
ing forth in Print ;, if theſe Pa- 
pers do not that for the Publi- 
ſher : *T paſt the power of his 
Epiſile, 1 ſhall zo longer detain 


CHEGIRGSD ; from A peruſal, then to 
Fell thee how they are conneffed, Underſtand there- 


fore that the 8 of this inſtant March was appointed 
by a Church of Chriſt in this City, for the cutting off 
two offenders, that had been found guilty of ſeveral 
If cad! ph and of refnſing private and publick 
«dmovition : In the beginning of the day, one of the 
Elders gave a brief Relation of the ends of their 
meeting: and then beg'd the preſence of God with 
the Church in that days-work, Afterwards the Pa- 
ftor r 1,ewis Stucley preached. The notes of which 


Sermon , 1 aw glad 1 took in ſhort-hand from his 


month, or otherwiſe thou mighteſt never have ſeen 4 


frye Copy of them, Sermon being ended, he prayed, 
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The Epiſtle. 


and then proceeded topronounce the ſentence, which 
he cloſed with a ſecond prayer. This great Pnfintſs 4 
being thus difpatched ; ſome reaſons were given for0 
the Churches Re-entring into Covenant : and then@ 
a divine Bleſiing being implored; there was a ſub- 
ſcription of all preſent , both Officers and Members. 
Thws haſt thou a brief account of the moſt materiatr, 
paſſages of that day. Now becauſe the main work 
thereof, viz, Excommunication by a particular 
Charch furniſhed with officers, # become ſo great 4 
wonder ; I have annexed ſome Sheets gathered out © 
of ſome Rave Pieces of men Famous intheir, and this 
Gereration, relating to that affair. If my tranſcrip- jy 
tions either of the Sermon , or of the eminent ola © 
Non-conformiſts Aſſertions and Reaſons be imper-& 
feet; 1 hope tho wilt over-look all the Errat's : 
ſeeing 1 had very few dayes ( not weeks ) forthe col-ror 
lefting, and writing the whole for the Pref, If thopwas 
beeſt reſolved to try all things , and hold faſt tha,” 
which u good : and not to. entertain or reject aplow 
thing for its ſeeming Novelty : I donbt not, but afte"n 
thox haſt peruſed this Diſcowſe : thou wilt acconnso 
me x 2C] 
have 
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riakr - ; Y Cor. £ 5 
fl 0 aclivey fach a one unto Satan for the Deftruttion of 
Pork the fleſh, that the ſpirit may be ſaved inthe day of the 
ular Levd Peſus. _ — 
at 4 

Z2, N the former part of this Chapter we have 
2 theſerwo things : 
| Ow I. The apoſtles reprebenſzon of the neglett of 
1p. Qi © Church-Diſcipline. 
old E225 An1 ſecondly, Toe Apoſtles care to ſupply the 


Z 2 
| 2, Di SY  negledt thereof. 

Der- E TEL Firſt , The Apoſtles Reprehcnſion of the 
s | negle& of Church-iiſcipline 3 where we have 
1. A Church Delinquent, but one in the Chapter, or bur one no- 
col. torious ; an inceſtuens perſon, that is, but one to ſuch a height as 
thojwas firred, and prepared for the throwing out : and under this head 
oþ, 1 have 1. the nature of his fin deſcribed ; and that rwo wayes : 
'*I. It was zeſt; and then 2. ſuch as the Hearhens would not al- 
afilow, they dereſted ic verſe 1. 1t is. reported commonly that there is 
ft fornication amoue you, and ſuch fornication, as us not ſo much as na- 
med among the Gentiles,%c. And as we have the narure of the fin ; 
N41S0 ſecondly we have the notorietie , the publikeneſs of it. It 7x 
£071monly repo;ted, generally known verſe rx. Bur then, as we have 

a Church-Nelinquent frred for Excommunication : So 2. Here we 
have the Churches fin; and the Church is charged for rhree things, 
this That they reſted in a good 02inion of rheir own condition, why ec 
they were nor chargeable with ſuch an a5omination : rhey prided 
1drhemſelyes likely, and likely were puffed up , thar they were not ſo 

unclean , as that man wer.z, And ye are puſfed up, &c. 3. He 
accuſerh them for nor publikely ſorrowing for this ſcandalous fin- 

cr Ver .2. and have not rather mourned,;8&c. That which the Apoſtle 
expected from them was , that they ſhould have demeaned them- 

felves in ſuch a manner , as that «ha ſhould have evidenced to 
others,rhar they were ſenſible that God was diſhonoured , and that 


cy abominared i uch a ſin, 
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Bur rhen thirdly,he chargerh them for their negleRing ro excom: poſ 
municate this man v.2. Azd have n8c rather mournedzthat be that hati VE 
done this deed, might be taken away from among you. He would havg*** 
had them ſo to have ſorrowed , as that their ſforro - ſhould have Y® 
ended in Excommunication. Bur it is not che y.ork of rhe. Apoſtle ® * 

to charge home fin only ; But tho 

Secondly, The Apoſtles care is alſo to ſupply their n-g1:& : and®V© 
here we have 1. the Apoſtle encouraging of t .is Church to ,ro- the 
ceed to a ſentence vcr.3.. For I verily i» abſent 21 body, bu. preſent FULL 
ſpirit, have judged a.ready,&c. as it he had ſaid, I am free ro do 
what I put you upon doing 3 and 2. as if he did not muc'1 doubr 
that they would ſubmit : he th weth the manner hoy the ſentence D 
mult be exccuced ver.g. 12 the Name of our Lord Fejus Chiiſt, when 
Je are gathercd, togetner,&c. 3. He ſhe eth them who is the cffici- 
ent cauſe of Excommunication ; -nd here is a princival cauſe 3 the 
Power of the Lsrd 7ej..5 Chriſt conciirring with his Church ver.g. 
with the power of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; and the Miniſterial cauſe, TE 
the Church ver.4. when ye are ga bered together. 4. Thar things erh 
may be well managed, he ſerteth down the form of Excommuni- Wt 
cation : to deliver the Chu: ch-Delinquent to Satan, ver.g. To deli-® 
wer ſuch a one to Satan. 5. He giveth them the end of this Church- h 
Diſcipline 3 and thar is double. r. The deſt;uftion of the fteſh. 2. that" 
the ſoul may be ſauea ver$. to delryer ſuch a one to Satan, for thefm'y 
deſtruttion of the fieſh, that the ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of the” 
Lurd Fees. | E Has Þ ps 1 ri 

Give me leave a little, as it were in a paraphraſe, to run over the®'®" 
words to my Text. As 1f the Apoſtle had ſaid , Ir is a giear ſhame, 
and reproach thar lieth upon you, that fins of unnatural uncleanneſs Cs 
are found among you.. And ti1at ſuch offences are commirred among(% 
youzas civil nations, though not Chriſtians would a.;hor to be guil- 7 
ty of 3 namely, a ſon to u;e his fathers wife ; and you are ſo far __ 
Fro being humbled ar rhis,that you are ſecure, and puffed up v ich? © 

ur Priviledges, that you do not mind rhe diſhonour of God here 

y 3 you do not conſider thar this is a crime fit for cenſure ; Now," 
tie Apoſtle {uppoſing rheir conſciences are convinced of rhis ſin,and* | 
enquiring what is to be done > Hetels them ve.3. that his judge-©* 1] 
ment is, that he ſhould be excommunicated .: and leaſt they thould. 
ſay, we will not do it withour thee in thy abſence ; ro temove that, *” 
he tells them, t1at though he be abſent from them, yer thar ſhould? ©: 
not hinder : for t1ough I be abſent, I am of this Judgement ver. 344: © 
For I verily as abſent 1n body , but preſunt in ſpirit have judged als _— 
ready, as though 1 were preſent, concerning bim.that hath ſo dane thy 4. 
' Gece, But we kno nor how to proceed againſt _ 
Let the Church pig, we are convinced he ought to be removed C ; 
Be convened. Bur how ſhall it be done > Why, ſaith hee F 
poſtle, 


(C3) 
om. poltle, ger a Church meeting ; and che power of the Lozd Feſus will 
hati be vich them ſo met, and what then > Why, Excommunicarte him. 
_ | that be done > D. liver him over to Satan. I, but this is a 
iave YELY unlikely means to reduce him 3 Ts Satan to help the Church > 


Rte Or will Satan be uſeful to ſave the finner > Yea, ſaith the Apoſtle: 


| ® though Sacan intentionally will not reduce a finner , yet God will 
over-rule him 3 God will uſe him, and employ him in the work ; 
'ro- Therefore Deliver ſuch a one to Satan for the deſtruftion of the fleſh, 
't in1hat the ſp'rit may be ſaved in the day of the Lord Feſus, 
dos The oble. vation I ſhall give you is this : 
Ju! | 
_ : That it zs the will of God, that a Cbarch of (hrift 
hen Doftrine. ſhould excommunicare their ſcandalous members, when 
"mY they remain ancorrigible. Z 
| Here we are to conſider theſe things. Firſt , Who thoſe are that 
ſe, Xe to Excommunicate. Secondly, Wherein Excommunication ly- 
ngs erh. Thirdly, Why the Church muſt Excommunicate. Fourthly, 
in. What a fearful Senrence this is. Fifthly, Anſwer ſome ObjeRions, 
1e1;}{8and give the matter of FaR, and ſo ſome uſes. . | 
ch. Firſt, Who are ro Excommunicarte > the fourth verſe rells you, 
tha;When ye are gathered rogerher, the Church convened : the Aurho- 
thexiry of Excommunicartion perteineth ro the whole Church : So Mr. 
the eigh on this Scripture. The Apoſtle would nor take the whole pow- 
: er ro himſelf, ſaith Perer Martyr, he would nor Excommunicate him 
lone ; the Pope and the Biſhops have been bold this way : bur ſo 
ne, W2uld nor the Avoſtle. Bur when ye are gathered together. Ir is a 
neſedangerous courſe thar {5 grear.a Sentence, as is Excomnunication 
ong (faith Peter Marry; thould be in the hand of one particular perſon: 
aj}-1f rhe power were in the Apoſtle alonz, the Apoſtle were more 
fablame-worthy rhen the Church, for ſuffering r1is unclean member 
irþ3P this Chu:ch ; bur che Apoſtlz blamerh rhe Church, that they did 
rear Caſt him ou! 5 they ſhould have raken him away from among 
TowF DEM wer.z. And he preſcriberh the manner of excommunication ro 
and*2<m> that they mig" proceed upon him; ayd after he jrefleth them 
ge-9 pur the ſ:nrence in execution : that they ſhould purge away the 
1149/4 leaven vero. And again ver.13. that they ſhould pit away 
ac 0/8 among themſelves tha; wicked perſon + The Arguments to en- 
a1 c< ths Exhor ation concern the whole Church: From che danger 
. , of infettion; that's one; ſuch a fin being as /eaven, thar will 
3 "diffuſe from the whole /ump ; the whole are in danger ver. 6.7. 
high0 glorying is no! good : bnow ye not that a little leaven leaveneth 
 afVe wiole lump ? Paree out therefore the 0'd lenven , thot ye may be 4 
ed #1 !01mh, as ye are unleaventd : Again, the whole were to keev the 
a.\Ci riitian-paſs-over, as the Fews did theirs 3 where the Leaven was 
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on.the Xhemſh Teſtament, The Authority of excommunicarid 5p# 


(4) 
ro be caſt our of every houſe, and cvery one was eo conrribury 
whar he could to the caſting ir our. Beſides che.Apoſtle had writ: 
ren a former Epiſtle ro this Church, wherein he had adviſed th 
whole Chu:ch nor to keep company with Fornicators, verſe g. ſuct® 
he means as they had power over ; for ſome there vere thar _ 
without, and theſe he leayeth to Gods judgement,verſe t;. on 

Obje&. The Papiſes { and ſo others ) objedt, that though the Apoſtl | 
commanded that the Att ſhould be don- in the {ace of the Church, 189 
( ſay they ) the Judgem:nt and Authority of giving ſentence, was if 1 
bimſetf,and not in thc whole multitude,as the Proteſtants affirm. | 
- Aaſw. Ir ſcems then the Fs hold ſo, thar ir Lieth in th#®' 
Church, if the Authors of the Khemſh Teſtamenc wrong them, , 
not. | | | OR 

2. The Papiſts alſo( ir ſeems)grant that the AR ſhould be dong"E 

in the face of the whole Church : and if excommunication of mem,_, 
bers ; then admiſſion of. Members ſhould' be in the face of th hy 
whole Church. There is the ſame reaſon for the. admiſſion tier 
Members into rhe Church , as for the caſting of them our, I wiſf7 
this were conſidered by them who admir, and ſuſpend Members ir2nd 


* corners and Chambers, withour the privitie of them that ſhoul@"© 
- cron 


be preſent ar ſuch a work. * 
3- Bur for a full anſwer to this,' let Mr. Cartwright give ir ile. 

his notes on the Rhemiſh Teſtament. Firſt, Ir is clear ( Faith he P*2 

that though the Apoſtle judged him worthy of excommunication 

yer if the Miniſtrs of the Church , with the reſt of the Body, haZ2t« 

not ſhut him our, he had not been taken for a Publican. Secondly'®7: 

Ir is clear the Apoſtle would not have them do it, bur when gather ? 


ed together:he would not have them to excommunicate him,bur a. _ 
or | 


F 


2 Church-meerings, &c. 
rel Juch 


ad lookers on. of the Atiton. 
- Anſw. Mr. Cartwjight giveth many Anſwers to this. 

I. Firſt, ( ſaith he ) if the Church were only aſſembled ro beaabſo 
witneſs ; then Pauls Spirit was only to bear witneſs : for the perſe\*. ' 
nal preſence of the. Church, and the Apoſtles ſpiritual preſencÞ< 
were met rogether in this affair. Beſides. F. 

2.-He ſaith, Do not ye judge them that are within ; ſurely thar iVEra 
muc'z more then to be Witnefles, and Lookers on ; for the Apoſt! wor! 
uſerh the ſame work to declare the Churches Power, as he doth t"PF 
declare his own Power ; and how unlikly is it that the ſame word 1" © 
the ſame chapter, about the ſame matter, ſhould fignifie ro judg Fat 
when applyecd to Pay!, and ro be but a Witneſs,when applyed to th > 


Church > turc 


And tha: we are nor alone in this; to this alſo agreeth Dr. Fu and 


( lat 


bury - ESE y (5) | | ES 
wried fairh he ) pertaintaineth to the whole Church, and the Gover- 
4 rh&ourSexecure thar Authority in theiname of Chriſt,and in the name | 
Gf, the Church to ayoid confuſion. Thus ſaith Parens on the place, 
wer#E Church are not witneſſeſs only: bur judges of this Ation,and he 
concurs with Peter'Martyr,of whom before. p 
tpoſtl, So Mr. Rutherford ( that great champion for Presbytery ) the A- 
_ oftle ( ſaith he ) ſhewerh whar was their dury as Chriſtians con- 
as ;jyened rogether in a Church-way : the Apoſtle doth nor. command 
one chriſtian,but the Church gathered together in 
n chſPv=xS4rro, the name of the Lord Fg to caſt himout ; 
chow | we apply it ( faith he ) to the caſting of ſcan- 
dalous perſons out of the Church , as leaven was ro be pur our of 
he Houſes of all who were to cat the Paſsover. Bur. 
' Secondly , Wherein lieth Excommunication > Ir lieth in the 


nem,., RS ts . . 
F cheburches,delivering up a ſc:ndalous impenirent ſinner to Satan:Ir , 


2n. ofieth in, turning ſuch a one ouc of the houſe of God; and from the 
wiſ£ampany of the Lords people, and po him into the Kingdom 
15 and power of the Devil. To make his ſentence full, three. ing, | 

$ 


ul Pre requiſite ( though not all alike neceſfary. ) 1. It ſhould pa 
- rom. a good intention and heart; and nor from a revengeful princi- 


it ple. 2. It ſhould be when the cauſe 1s Juſt and clear , and clearly - 


he proved. 
:on. And 3. Execured according to Chriſts order, thar is, after pri- 


agate Admonition, unleſs rhe fin be publique asxhe inceſtuous per- 
1d|yſons was ; when we have gone privately, and then more publiquely 
her if the offence be privare ) and the party remain incorrigible,then 
© afhe ſentence is to be pronounced in a Church-afſemblic convened 
for that end,in the name of Chriſt,and then ir is of validity, yea of 
ſduch validity, that Chriſt hath ſaid. cxpreſly, whatſoever ye ſhalt 
bind on earth ſhall be bound in heaven,Mat.18.18. 

It is a committing the incorrigible delinquent unto Saran,not art 
bezAbſolute giving of him up, bur a committing to him, as of a priſo- 
er{gNEF tO a Jailor. Noa dedendum ſed committendum ſaxth Aſanaſis on 
ence place. | | 

Firſt he is not delivered to Satan morally, this is a finfull delt- 
ar Yerance to give over one to Satan thar he may work in him as in his 
oft work-houſe , and as in a child of diſobedience. Eph. 2.2. for we- 
th cſuppoſe thar a ſoul already converted,may be excommunicared, bur 


rd he cannot be thus delivered unto Satansſo as to be under that power” 


uds that natural men are. Bur. | 

oth Secondly , he is delivered unto Satan penally, ro a penal Tor- 
rurcr, and who is to work ſororw and fear in the conſcience for fin, 

Fy| and ro ſcare the Offender, and that way to humble him, that ſo the 

arig Spit may be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſts. 


ſaid This form of Excom:munication, as Degdati and Pareis n is 
raken 
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a © - 
taken from Saul, ( 1 San.16314. ) when rejeRted of the Lord. Folſo 
Excommunication is a partial reje&ion from- God, and whilſt th#o: 
party is excommunicated , thoſe influ:nces from God that. wer(!! 
wont to be given, are ſuſpended from þ;m,though a gracious ſouſ.11W! 
the primitive rimes it was followed with horrors of Spirit, and torWa 
ments of body, And 7oſephrs reports that thoſe tar were foundIt 
in any confiderable fin, and caſt our of the congregation, came (lin 
ſome miſerable death. To be ſhort, I ſuppoſe thar the effence oC 
excommunication lieth in ſevering ſinners f:om Saints Communion thc 
and ſo throwing, them back into Sarans Kingdom. Delivering rf 
Satan,includeth two things. 1. Here is terms 4 1ofrom whence 
delivered from the Church : from the Sociery of the .Fairhfull th: 
they are taken off from them, and then 2. terminus ad quem 
unto whom, and that is ſaid to be the divel. The word De-th« 
liver in fignification it is a relative word, it ſcemerh to have a rela-Þ# 
rion. to asking or demanding. The Devil he 1s called rhe Accuſer fad. 
the Brethren, Rev.12.10. and he is calledan Adverſary, 1 Per.s.$, 

. _ or an Impleader;When he hath an Accuſation againſt! 
 ®Ay7iNxos, a Church or Member : he demands to have rheng 
ELD, funer deliv-re&over to him, that he may rormentN®! 
him, and the Lord. is pleaſed to anſwer this requeſt of his, and bid-35 


'deth the Church deliver up the Offendor to Sat-n; and he is fog! 
delivered up, when he is thruſt. out from before the Lord, and ex-3 
cluded from the Saints communion ; he is no longer to be account-2% 
ed ( faith Barcus ) membrum Cirſti, & cooler ſie ſed Satane ) a mem-2 

| ber of Chriſt and the Church, but a member of Saran of Saranz*Þ< 

Kingdom. : Bur then. £0 
2. Why muſt the Church excommunicate,or why muſt they deli-Þc 
ver to Satan > Before I ſhall anſwer this, for merhod-ſake I ſhallwil 
premiſe thar look, as hell conſiſt 3 penn damn & pena ſenſius, ſon 

doth this puniſhment in the pain of loſs, and rhe pain of ſenſe :W 
here ſomewhat that the Gnner is deprived of, arid ſomewhat rhat1G 
he is ſenſibly under, as a miſery and torment ; ſomewhar he is curC0 
off from, and deprived of, and ſome poſitive evil that he lieth un- icl. 
der : he is deprived of the ſociety of Gods people, and aftually ſerpo! 
under rhe tormenting power'of the devil z we need nor puzel our? 0g 
ſelves much, what courſe Satan rakes with the Offendor ſo deli-P? 
vered : ſure it is ſuch a Power that he hath over him, as Chriſtq® 

hath appointed for the deſt-2#ti0n of the fleſſy, that the ſoul may" 
be ſaved, Accordingly I thall pur rhis into two queſtions. ang 

Quelt. 1.” hy are ſcand:ious m mbei's to be cut off from the commu-Bu 

an of” Saints ? I'S 

Queſt. 2. hy are they to be deltvored to Satan ? bur 
Aſt r. hy are they to be cut off from th: Fouſ: of God Þ ah 
reſ* 

{9 


Anſw. 1. Becauſe thi; God hath foriaken them, anl tzerefo 


- Foſo ſhould rhe Church : God is deparred from them,' and therez 
{| thifore the Church ſhould leave them. :: the gronnd: of our Union 
wertwith them ( whom we are to procede on ) was their viſible cloſing 


w.Jwith Chriſt : now when that viſibility ceaſeth, when thar our» 


d tor ward appearance of religion ceaſeth,: the Union is to be diflolyed. 
foun(It was founded and built upon viſible holineſs,and when vifible ho- 
1e telineſs ceaſeth, the Union muſt ceaſe : he that oppoſerh God and 
xce o Chriſt in his Laws, is to be oppoſed by all that are Chriſts ; 
nion there ought to be the ſame mind in all that are the ſervants 
g roof Chriſt, that was in Chriſt their Maſter ; they are to eſteem 
rencewhom Chriſt eſteemeth, and to hate whom he harerh; when 
1full, theſe perſons outwardly cloſed with Chriſt, they outwardly ſyþ- 


uemcribed, chat they would be the Lords ;' and therefore we owned 


De:them : now they have caſt away theſe cords from them, they 
rela-bave broken Covenant, neglefed the houſe of God, contemned 
ſer ofadmonition private and publique, &c. 
6.8. 2+ Therefore ate they are be caſt out from Communion, be- 
ainſcauſe| indeed there can be no Communion with them. They be- 
" theng ated by indifferent Laws, they cannot be owned : we can- 
mentMot walk with them : rhey that .are ſound , they own Chriſt 
big.as their LY and Head : theſe reje& him as. their Law- 
Is ſo giver and Head ; we cannot agree with ſnch : Sanity and Sen- 
| ex-{uality cannor agree 3 the Motions and Original of the godly 
unt-and wicked are contrary : the Saints Original is from Heaven, 
1em-and the wicked mans from earth, and their motion are contrary, 
tan;*Þe one downward, the other upward, like two ballances, if one 

gocth up, the other goeth downward, therefore they muſt needs 
deli-de pur on contrary praiſes 2 for that which is torn of the fleſſa 
ſhallwill oppoſe that which is born of the Spzrit ; and though Z7acob 
;, ſaand E/av may for a while be in the womb of rhe Church, yer there 
iſe will be ſtrugling till they parr, they cannot admit of no accom- 
tha;modation : What Communion hath Light with Darkneſs ? What 
$ curC0ncord hath God with Belial 2 What part have Believers with Inft- 
 un-fels ? that agreement hath the Temple of God with Idols. The A- 
y ſerpoltle bids us in the 2 Cor.6.14,15-I6. Be ye not uarqually yoaked 
 ourk ogether with Unbelievers, for what fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs 
deli-with Uurighteouſneſs ? &c. Depart from me all ye Workers of Ini- 
hriffqutty; ſaith David, Pſal.6.8. It is an intollerable Wo to good 
mapmen to be forced to be amonſt wicked men. Pſal.120.5. 0 = 
me that I ſojorn in Meſech, that 1 dwell in the Tents of Kedar, 
-24-But then. | | SET ene. 7 
' 1 3..God hath promiſed his pecular reſidence among his Church, - 

bur he hath not promiſed, it, .ſave upon- theſe: terms, that he may+ 

od pÞ< in a clean houſe, and not amang beaſts, now all contumacis 1 
fore/Ws perſons are as beaſts, God will rot dwell with themzhe com» 
fol | -B parerh 
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| (8) 
pareth them to Spiders and Cockatrices, 1/az5 9.5. to Vipers, Maſſey 
12-34. 10 Scorpions. Exth. 2.6. theſe are no fit company folcex 
God or Man, therefore ro be caſt our : look into the Scriprturef t 

| again, and you ſhall ſee that wicked men are called Lions, an{M 
they are ſavage, Pſal.22.21. they are called Bears, 1ſa.11.7.anſhal 
they are cruel, rhey are called Dragons, Exck-29.3. and they araga 
hidious,Dogs, Mat.7.6. and they are bloody , rhcy are called 1 o/uhe 
Extk,22.27. and they arc ravenous. 1ea; 
And what, Do you think God will dwell with Wolves, Bearsev 
Dogs, ſurely no > And therefore the Church ſeeing rhar this ywt 
the way to keep God among them, by removing Dogs ( withiezy 
out aie Dogs ) therefore they are met together this day to reupt 
move ſuch, in whoſe preſence God cannot delight , nor ſoband 
Saints. : | ron 
4. There is danger of infe&ion to the Church, if this leaven h.17 
continued ; and therefore they are to be thrown out. A litthid | 
tcaven t aveneth the who!e lump : it is the Argument of rhe Af ou 
poſtle in this chapter to preſs rhem to excommunication, verſe ad} 
7. Your glorying is 30t good ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) Know ye not, thie c: 
a little leaven leaveneth the whole Lump ? Purge out therefore the oath 
leav'n that ye may be a new lumpgas ye are ualeauencd ; ec. Our Emere 
liſh Proverb is ſignificant , one ſcabbed ſheep infe&s a wholior, 
ock : aman cannot take rhis fier into his boſoms,and not be w__ 
ned. Prov.6.28. Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet no! be burnts.- be 
neither can a man handle this pitch withour defilement, P/al. toffie. 
35. They were mingled among the heathens, and learaed their word n 
And therefore Mr Xutherford in his due right of of Presbyterind e) 
ag? 76. obſcrveth, thar the power of excommunication was givdeml 
y. Chriſt ro a Church upon this formal ground and reaſon, bride 
' cauſe a Congregation is a number of finfull men , who may he cc 
ſcandalized, and who may be infe&ed with the company offis at 
ſcandalous perſon, for if a Congregation were a company of Ajn in 
gels, which cannot be infe&ed ; fuch Power ſhould not be givly, t 
them , ſo that as Nature hath given hands to a man to defend hing. 1 
ſelffrom inquries and violence : 'and horns to oxen to hold off yus m 
olence ; ſo Cariſt hath given to his Church rhe Power of excogd ſp 
munication, as ſpiritual Armour to ward off and defend the cod nor 
rtagion of ' ick-d fellowſhip. Gal. 5.9,10. A little leaven lan us 
\ ventth the whol? lump. Lhave confidence in you through the Laught 
+ hat ye will b: now otherwiſe minded 3 bat be that troubleth you, ſh Ch 
þ, car bis ER whoever he be. ds 
All the members may be corrupted by one rotten one. , as x 
rorte,t COAr D12Y CO:TUpLT a hoard Bee Gangreen choug | in tÞur | 
"Toz, wili ſoon endanger the vital parts, if it be - not cur off frg wriſt 
| ahe body natural, and jr holdeth in the Church , whe mak 
- {eve 
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Maſſeveral members are in danger from one corrupted part ; ſo that ex- 
focept we uſe the remedy appointed by God to eſchew the. contagion 
turef the wicked, we are in danger -: and therefore , Prov.22.2425+ 
aniMaye no frienſhip with an angry man, and with a furiow man thou 
.anſhalt 3#t go, leaſt tho learn his way, and get a ſnare to thy ſoul. And 
/ aragain, Prov.5.839. Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh 
oludhe door of her houſe, leaſt thou give thize honour. unto others, and thy 
rears unto the cruel. Te is dangerous to come near the houſe of ſuch, 
earKevel.18.4. AMT heard another Voice from Heaven , ſaying, (ome 
Lis w4t of her my profes that ye be not partabers of her ſins, and that ye re- 
pitheive not of her plagues. And though we ſhould not be aRually cor- 
o reupted, yer we ſhall fin, and tempr che Lord, in keeping our ſelyes 
obander ſuch a tempration, when we have power to deliver our ſelves 
rom it, by cutting off them, rar will eat as a Gangreen, 2 Tim. 

en h.17. Their word will eat as doth a canker : of whom is .Hymenus, 
litthd Philztus. The whole lump is in danger, thar is the Argumenc 
ie Af our Apoſtle here. All the Church, they thar are moſt confident, 


;ſe ad pride rnemſelyes moſt are in danger : 'therefore the leaven is to 


, thee caſt out, that is, nor the fin abſtraRtly conſidered ; bur be that 
he olath doz2 the deed. The Antients have been curious this way 3 and 
r Emerefore Soz0-7222 reports concerning the Emperour The odoſiuus Se- 
wholior, that he being willing to confer with Exunomius, the Arian Bi- 
: buhop, his wife Placulla the Empreſs earneftly diſwaded him , leaſt 
urnte-being perverted by his ſpeeches, ſhould begin to like of his He- 
. Lotfie. Nothing is\ more difficult rhen ro be famil:ar with finners, 
v0;jnd not to be infe&ed by.chem : by being encouraged, or ſeduced, 
terifd even conſtr ained to fin by the converſations of rotten fellow- 
givdembers. If Corah be of a troubleſome ſpirir,and he over-run with 
1s bride and enyy, he quickly draweth in two hundred and fifry into 


ay he conspiracy ; men famors in the Cong rage men of renown". . 
r 


| oflis abode was ſo near the Rewbenites, that he ſoon infuſerh his pay- 
f Ajn into Duhan and Abyran, and had nor all Iſrael withdrawn ſpee- 
 givily, they had been in danger of infe&ion with a « itneſs, | 
L hing. If Excommun'cation ſhould not be with reference ro ſcanda- 
off yus members, Chriſt and his Chruch would ſuffer by connivance , 
xcofd ſparing this Rod : ir is a kind of: juſtifying a ſinner , when we 
e cod not puniſh his fin, according co the power of the Lord Jeſus gi- 
x len us for this end. - Religion becomerh ridiculous,and Profeſſion is 
e Lought to ſcorn, when ſinners are ler alone ; and therefore we ought 
> (bx Chriſts honour to pull off the Masking Robes; and the Vi- 
ds wherewith theſe have deceived us , and others to , and to 
, asiev ro. rhe world, that we do not Judge th:m. 
in tBur upon chis account, becauſe they riſe u» againſt the Lawes of 


f fxg wiſt ;- we are'to declare plainly that rhey are guilty of ſuch fins. 


re thmake rem no: worthy of a Name in the Houſe of God. The A- 
eve! B 2 poſtle 


. « 


ot 


a # 7 & . 


[: 
- 
£ 
f 
R 
i i 
pl 
i} Þ 
= 
ti | 
3 | | 
i 
'Y 
: Þ 
£ 
5 
| ' 
1 
& 
7 *® 
p 
| > \ 


*”% wary ee TAxERY 


Es (10) | 
poſtle may aim at this in the firſt ver. It zs certainly heard that thy tk: 
2 fornication. amongſt you 3 this bad report he makes the firſt groung, 
of proceeding to Excommunication,, as if he had ſaid, Ir is a dic} 
honour to Chriſt thar there arc ſuch things commonly talked o! 
therefore timely declare againſt them. So ſay 1, it is Reported th _ 
there is among you a notorious lyar, and a lawleſs woman , th ;, | 
kno eth no ſubjcEion at home and or abroad, to her 0n husban | 
or to the Chugch of God 3 It will argue little affe&ion to Chriſt : a, 
you ler theſe alone, if you let Rebels agunſt his Majeſty alone 4g 
therefore purge out theſe , bear witneſs againſt rheſc,. that t/a 
wicked may not ſay, we have lyars and diſobedient perſons amony 7 , 
us-uncontrouled : ut ſitis nova maſſa, that you may appear to gg. 
ſuch a lump,ſucly a Cong:egation as is unleavened, hs 

6. Therefore.are we to rarow our fac to deter others from fi 
that theſe may be examples to others ; when the Magiſtrate gro: /,,, 
eth carcleſs, {in groweth bold, when he doth nor punith fin, finne** , 
grow hold-faced ; nor only rhe oftenders rhemſclves, but others : j;y, 
ſo fin after their fimilitude in hope of the ſame impunity, x Ti @q 
5-20. Them that ſin rebuhe openly that the veſt alſo may fear 3 Here ge. 
the End of God, and this is a bleſſed end tar others may fear. 1, 

By the way give me leave to refle&t on our ſelves : this is ade, 
of taking ſhame ro our ſelves z what do we know bur rhat , if ';pe 
had diſc'1arged our duty ſooner on the lyar, we mig't have prevel ce, 
ed the others fall, her diſobedience and pe: verſneſs of ſpirit > T x 
Lord tay nor this to our charge : if publick and notorious oftend!;p,,, 
had been made publick examples, others mig'1t have feared ; this g, 
the End that God aimeth art in puniſhing, that all Iſrael ſhou 
hear and fear, and do n> more ſuch wickedneſs, Deut.13.11- If 'pp, 
partake of their fin, we muſt expe to partake of their judgemen x 

.7- And laſtly, Becauſe God delights that the puniſhment of a. f,,c 
| be like rhe fin in kind : the puniſhment commonly bears the Ims pz, 

and ſuperſctiption of the fin ; ſo true is it, that what a man ſow yere 

that ſhall he reap, Gal.6.7. God often returns the fins of Chur _ 
- members ſo on them, that they may read the name of rheir !,,..., 
ſtampr upon their puniſhment 3 Eye for cye, har was of old, Es gq. 
' 21T:24- Theſe have turned their backs on pure Ordinances, theref ,,q 
they ſhall no longer enjoy them : they were careleſs and rega x4, 
leſs of Church-orders ; and now by the orders of the Houle j,;, 
God, they are to be iurned out from behold.ng our faith, and ( of hi 
der, that they may fay, as that wretched Adombeze;, Judg.17. 4 para 
have dvae fo God hath requited me That is a dreadful word, Z Ch 
7.13. therefore it is come to paſs, that as he called, and they would Chr 
h'ar; ſo they cryed, and I would not hear, ſaith the Lozd of Hl, 
Ged hath c: yed by Officers, by Members, bur theſe wretches wd jg,,p, 

3.07 hear the Church 3 well ſaith God, will not they hear me] 1; jg 
4 - $5 


E x) 


t 19 all come to paſs they ſhall cry, and I will not hear ; Chriſt giveth: | 


FOUNO ders to throw them to day our of his ſpecial care, and thz 
br d Churches daily inſpection. 

4d of Qeſtion z. Wny are bey to be delivered to Sitan? | 
d th Anſwer, It may be a ſufficien: Reaſon that it is the will of God 
> th it ſhould be ſo. But I ſhall name tx0 other Reaſons. 

PAM 1. That there may be ſome proportion ber ixt their puniſhmenr 
iſt : and their viſible ſtate and condition. They appear to be children of. 
lone Hell, and therefore fitter for fellowſhip with damned ſpirits, then to 


 Ube aflociates of the Lord and his peo-le. Ye are of your Father the | 


Wn D-vil, and the lifts of your father ye will dozJoh.$.44- If they will 
t9 'do the works of rhe Devil, the Devils company is fitter for chem 
then the fellowſhip of the people of God. | | 
m þ Obje&. But perhavs the parties hve faith + and what will ye deliver 

BS ſuch to Satan : | 

nn * 4zfp, I anſwer, they do not appear to ris as Believers : they that 
IS * live in the neglect of any kno.yn duty wilfully, are not to be look- 
 T' eq on as Believers; they have no more viſible faich ro me then an 


lere Heathen, My Brethren, 2 occultis nem judicat Eccleſs' , WE do not - 


'* look ro ſecret things: He that liveth in any known fin,and tefuſcrh to 
2% repent of it, is viſibly unregenerate. And that is our quarrel , or ra- 
it 'ther theLords quarrel with them, ris day ours,becauſe the Lords.Af- 
VE! ter the church hath proceeded on a perſonghe isro be looked on with- 
 T our Grace, becauſe none appeareth bur the contrary. Ir is ſaid of Cate 
end that he was of that wicked one, 1 John 3.12. And all thar live in fin, 
this g þluſh nor to be ſeen in the practice of it,they look like the Devil. 
hot .. Thar the fleſh may be deſtroyed , and the ſpirit may be ſaved 
Tf the day of Chriſt. Bur more of this by and by under the fifth general, 
NE Fourthly , I ſhall ſhew you what a fearful ſentence this is, 
f 2 And here I ſhall diſtinguiſh as before. 
IM? Firſt, Iris a fearful ſenrence to be caſt our of a Church. Avery ſe- 
0V vere ſentence 3 and this will appear if we confider a few things. 
W!' 7, Gods people in Church-Relation, they ſtand nearly Relared 
T {unto God, in « Relation of children to a father, that is a near 
E$ Relation ; they are children,and God is their Father 3 rhey are ſons 
ref and daughrers, and he their Farher ; In che Relation of a wife to an 
22 Husband, the Lambs wife, {9 che Church is called ; in as near aRe- 
UC lation as members to the head 3 they are members of (, hriſts body,bone 
\ of his bone, fleſh of his fleſh : what a fcarful judgement 1s it to be ſe- 
« 4 parared from theſe > ' to be pulled as ir were from the body of 
\ Z Chriſt, from the fleſh of Chriſt > ro be cur off from the bones of 
1d Chriſt 1 they are called the Excellent of the Earth, Iſa.43 .4- SY«C 
Hl thou waſt precious in my ſieht,'tbou haſt bees honourable, at 1 bave, 
wh loved thee : therefore will I grve m22 foi thee, and people for _ bife. 
7 It is a credit to a man to. keep company with honourable per —y 
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he (12) ſhe 
bur ro be rurned/our of their Socierie 15 4 ſore ,* and bitter thing, £0 
For a Noble man to be degraded, and live amongſt ſcullions 3 this x16 
is nothing to the being thrown out of rhe Aﬀſembly of Gods people |be 
_ among the pots of the earth. no the 
« 2+ There are choice bleſſings entailed on a Church eſtate, which $4 
they are cut off from. God hath ſaid Z:ph.3.17. The Lord yby God It 
m the midſt of thee is mighty, he will ſave, he will rejoyce over thee $X: 
with joy ; he will reſt 33 bis love, he will-j0y over thie with ſoaging + 10f 
Here is a promiſe to Zion; the Lord thy God will reſt in them. God ad' 
will nor reſt with Excommunicates, P/alm $7.2. The Lord loveth ho\ 
the gatesf ion , more then all the' dwellings of Jacob. God delights fee 
m the publick communion of his pe1ple, nore then in all their pri- a | 
vate dwellings ; theſe are to be turned out from thar Society which pla 
God loveth. Again 1/a,46.13. And 1 will place Salvation :n Zion an 
for Iſrael my Glory. Theſe are to be turned out from ſalvation ro fill 
dayy from the place of ſalvation. The Name of the Church is 7e- ma 
houah Shammah, Ezeb.48.35. The Lord is there : To be rurned out of P01 
the place where the Lord is, how ſad isit > Pſal.76.2. In Salem is Ex 
his Tabernacle, and his dwelling place i2 Zion z Whar a ſ:d thing is it WO 
ro be turned out of the houſe where God is reſident > Pſa. 27. 4. |Þe 
One thing have I deſered of the Loid, that will I ſeeh after, that T may | N01 
well in the houſe of the Laid all the dates of my life , to bebold the £tk 
beauty of the Lo-d, and to enquire in his Temple. There God unvail- ob 
erh himſelf; theſe are to be denied this one thing that David de- ve! 
fired : there are choice manifeſtations of God there , and theſe out 
may nor hope to enjoy them whilſt in an Excommunicate eſtate, dre 
Again in Iſa.25.6.God promiſeth that in this Mountatn he will mae 
a feaſt of fat things, a fea of wanes on the lees : of fat things full of the 
marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. Theſe are to be turned our anc 
from this feaſt of far things, P/alm 36.7,8. How\excellent rs thy bo- £1115 
viag kindneſs, Q God ) therefore the children of men put their truſt un- : 
der the ſhadow of thy wings. They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with' Ma 
the fatneſs of thy Houſe, and thou ſhalt make them drink of the River 1+ 
of thy Pleaſures. © Nay. David found thar all his ſprings were in the beb 
Church, Pſa.87:7.. All his joys, and inlargements he gor them in ad: 
the Church. How fad is it to have rheſe ſprings ſo dammed up, rhar cou 
that we cannot enjoy them > Nay, to the Church is commitred the An 
Covenants, Kom.9.4. and the Seals of the Coycnant too; you can- | MC 
not ſingly have the Seals of the Covenant;;. but as joyned with the EY* 
people of God >” Whar a ſad thing is it'to be pur in ſuch a conditi- WO 
on, where one ſhall not enjoy the benefir of the Covenant, 8 he 
3- Cods people inchurched have the Imape of . God ſhining upon 
thein:they have or ſhould have choice Graces,which are indeed very the 


Wi | delighrfull.: Seneca could ſay, that the very look of a good man| Tt 


did pleaſe him, If the look of a good man did pleaſe an herb 


[hould it not pleaſe much more a Chriſtian > and if the look of one he. 


hing,,good man , Whar ſhould the look of many > if one ſtar be glo- 
\this 210us, what is a conſtellation > It muſt needs be a ſweer thing to 
ople be in a Communion y,.ith the Lords people, ro be in the midit of 
theſe beds of ſpices, Can. 6.2. My beloved is gone down into his 
hich garden, nto the beds of Spices to feed inthe gardens and to gath:7 lillies 
God It is as ſad to be thiuſt our of rheir company from the ſ1ghr of the 
thee graces of the Lords people : the appearance of theſe Graces, are 
ng : loſt ro Excommunicates, Saints m Communion have a mighty 
God advantage by ſeeing the Converſation of Church-members, to ſee 
veth how they deny t1cmſclves, how they trample rhe world under their 
hrs feet, to ſee a company of Believers part from life rather ten from 
pri- a little Command ; this is taken to ſee their feer ſtand in an even 
wich place, not walking halting'y and uncomly, bur keeping Judgement 
ion and doing Righteouſneſs ar all times, P/al. 106.3. t9 ſee their hands 
1 ro filled with both the Tables, having an equal reſpe&to all his com- 
7e- mands, theſe are glorious fights, but ſuch as excommunicares may 
t of not enjoy ; for they are to be put away from the midſt of them. 
1 ;s Examples of imitation or caution are very cogent and taking : they 
work more on us ſometimgs then Dofrines : we are more prone to 
be afteRed with whar we ſce, then what we here. Thoſe that will 
not be wrought on by Sermons, may by converſations, 1 Pet.3.1. 
the Lthewiſe ye wives b: in ſubjeftion to your own husbands, that if any 
1il- obcy nt the word, they alſo may wi'hout the word be won by the con- 
de- verſation of the wives. Now what a ſad thing is it ro be turned 
eſe our from beholding rhe Converſations of the Lords people! rhis is a 
te, dreadful ſentenceza little piece or Hel!, 
abe, 4+ Saints in Communion arc engaged to be fairhfull ro ons ano- 
' of, thers ſouls, in watching over one another, and in reproving one 
Jt o——_ Bur all this 15s to be loſt roday. Theſe are to loſe all 
ltg- ts. 
m- Likely they did not nwch care for it, the more is the pity, But 
ith'Mannah is Mannah, though ſuch proud and filthy ſtomacks nauſecate 
ep It. God will looſe us ans, from thar particular tie that we were 
he before under to theſe wretches. My Brethren, have nor you found 
in advantages by watching over one anathers quickning one another, 
ar councilling one anorher,and ſtirring up the Graces of one another ? 
he And when you have come off from one another ; Have you not been 
n-. more inflamed with love tro God, more humbled in your own 
he eyes,more prepared for ſufferings, more diſ-engaged from the 
7 wn Think then what a loſs this is to be deprived of theſe 
- Wo 
N : AY To be delivered to Satan, is alſo a further proof of 
ry, the ſharpneſs of this Rod, and the weight and heavineſs of it 
n| Though it be hard to tell which is worſe ; as Irould you but =_ 
| = W 
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F The delivery ſuppoſerh a De 


14) F 
mand, the Devil cometh, and do! 
mandeth of God ſuch'a' Member'( ſhe is mine” ſaith rhe Devil, jy, t 
have been a Lier from the Beginmng, 'and'ſuch a'one is ſhe, ſhe hat} D 
learned to lie after —_—_ therefore give her up. Whar ſaith Gder 

rous, deliver up ſuch aLier to Saran 7 take her devil and tormenear 
her, and vex her, put forth ſome Power on her for the deſtrudt ſu 
on of the ficſh : Satan cometh on again ;' [There 1s another id as 
this fold rhat I demand ſaith he': '7 demand her that hath removety :: 
the bounds Sor family in imitation of -me : when I was in thy facati 


mily, I wagKot contented with my then ſtation ; I was not highunt 
enough : I would pirck up, and be above ;, and ſo hath ſhe uni 
ſhe hath ſinned after my likeneſs, give 'me that la.yleſs womand th 
give me all my Children. | CE ES [2 
: O ſaith God | Thar you didit : O my Church when con- ſo! 
vened-! Deliver | her alfo to Satan, I have given him leave 
ro moleſt and diſquiet her : do not with-hold her, bur deliven th 
her O Beloved 1. Is not this a fearfull Judgemeur > therefore 
it is called a curſe : It is an &vz3 44; Is it not ſad for God ttes. 
curſe ſuch' a one, and to ſay, the devil take ſuch an one > remem4ag 
ber for the Chutc'1 to be commanded in the name” of Chriſt to curſariſl 
ſuch an one , to bid the Devil take ſuch a woman, ſuch a liar,ſuchtvil 
a contumacions woman's here vor pop!!! *{t vo.r De! : re go forth m 
fromthe Church of Chriſt with ' the curſe of God and man, how cot 
terrible is it > -It is like the final ſentence, depart from ime, er oWih 
Tf we muſt deparr, ler us go into ſome good place and good com-Fifr 
Þany, no, bur into the Devils company : but ler us be art liberty,ting 
No, bur chains mult be pur on' 2: ys muſt be bounds Mat 18.18. Ho v: lat 
*terrible.is this > Beloved knay rhis of a "truth, whom ye this dayt'1i: 
ſhall bind on eart';, ſhall bo bound in Heaven : and thoſe poorl, t 
ſouls that ſhall be uhder the” curfe of God to day, ſhall nzver beted 
delivered from ir wichout Repentance from theſe {ins of theirs. Look?re 
as Godlin!ſs h:th the promiſes of this life, - :nd that which is to come ;1. | 
ſo Ungodlineſs hath the curſe of this life, -and rhar whic'\. is roten, 
come. They are curſed, if they repent not to the day of Chriſt. Ove h 


12 exhorreat ſe trad' Satane ſummno beſts Di. Wao would nori Ce 
_ trem>e-ſairh Petr Martyr to be deliyered to Saran, the T7 CCe 


enemy that God hath in the world : to be' und:r rhe power @ a 1to 
cruel Tyrant, to be a Galli-ſhve to the Turk, were a great miſe- nfl! 
ſy; bur alas no Magiſtrate, no Poer fo cruel and mulicious, as j. F 


© Satan is : to lie under ſuch a crucl enemy that hates, the ſo.1l,and id?! 
perſons ſo exceedingly.It cannot bur be a very great Affliction. 


© Bat 
I fpcak this that I might befpeak you, aud my 0//n ſoul to pitty |. | 
theſe poor forlo:n ſouls. ' Thar in putting them under the Power of tos. 


1c Devil , ye may ſhe - campaſſion. You that are ſervants, do jſh; 
Not Ye Account it aſad thing to be under wicked Maſters > David: þ- 
Ave. of | . an Re 


IEc-.T 


nd dkoneth it amongſt other great curfes, ſet thou a wicked man over» | 
vil, jy, that is a curſe, P/al.t09.6. O what is it then to ſer a wick- 
: hath Devil over a ſoul > Whar is it to have a wicked Spirir 
1 Gder one > Nay th? w;:hed 092 as he is called, 1 oh. 3.12 > 
rmenear my Brechren, that the work we are about to day, rhoug' ir 
rut ſuch ſad work, doth not lie near enough ro our hearts ; nay as 
er idas it is, I fear it maketh ſomes beſorred ſinners to laug? this 
vey : but ſurely did theſe conſider rhe fearful narure of Excommu- 
1y facation, it might turn their laughter into weeping. Whatever 
highntenance Excommunicates may have amongſt us, yet an excom- 
ſhe unicate perſon was ſo odious to the Jews ; that beſides thar they 
mand ſhut him our of the Synagouge ; if rhey did bur meer ſuch an 
ie, they looked on it as a ſpecial miſ-fortune, as a ſpecial roken 
con- ſome ſad tidings, which wo.ld befall chem. So much was this 
eave cenſure of r'1e Church reverenced in thoſe days, 
liven the I:zws. that it was accounted worſe then five dearhs. Will 
fore . you hear Mr. Greez»as Opinion of Excommuni-=- 
od tees ; they are among Zims and 7irms, among the Owls and 
1em4agons 3; they are as in Hell; and from rhe Mreneeds of 
urſariſt. To ſay no mote of this : if God ſaith, take him ſ[ailor,if the 
ſuchtvil he the Keeper, and a Saint , or another be the Priſoner, 
orthli may gueſs haw he ſhall be uſed : O ! how will hetear and rend 
how conſcience, &*c. Bur will you ſay wiry ſo fearfall a ſentence > 
ecWhat is the end of Excommuncation ? that is rhe fifch thing. 
om-Fifthly, What doth God intend in all this > I anſver, that this 
rey,ting our it is a medicinal puniſhment; ir is Phyſfick, and it is 
Jo y: laſt Payſick : God fait1 now or never, here is the laſt way, 
dayt1is doth no: take, fare vell. The end ( its plain ) is megici- 
»orl, thit the fjeſh may be deſtroyed, and the Spirit may. be 
 beted in hz day of Cariſt : and here ler us take notice, thought 
ooktre be ſeverity,yer there is mzrcy mingled with it. 
met. Here is Mzrcy in this, t1at God will not have ſuc't a courſe 
; roten, ſave ivhen all other helps fail, nor rill then : and rhere- 
56 he will have us to begin with private admonirions, Mt.18. 
not; Cover the fault as long as may b2; if yet no audience then 
reſt ceed unto a ſecond or r1icd, untill ſuch rims as the party ceaſ- 
bw hear the Church; untill rar day, this ſentence 15 nor to 
Te- inflited.” There is Mercy in this, thu God delayerh it ſo long. 
as ij. Here's meccy in t'1is : it is but in 2nterarims cArR2S: it 1s bur for 
nd 'd2truRion of the fleſh, har is the prime end of excommunica- 
n,and then. | | 
ty j}. Hz ſerterh bounds to the Devil : preſcribeth it D3a5alo ter- 
of tos. Athan, he ſheweri that Satan is limmitted ro the fleſh, 
do (ſhall go no further r1en the fleſh : Again. _ 
id- þ- Itis not mal perpetiunn, ſed ad. tempus, : the end i _ 
<7 wg | - 
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| e216) 
che ſoul may be ſaved in the day of Chriſt : (which laſt w 
( in the day of Chriſt ) you may apply either to the day of degitt 
or the day of Chriſts appearing : ) !o that this moderateth xc 
ſeverity of the ſentence, in rhis, thar it doth nor pur any into a ſth. 
whereinthey cannor be ſaved 3 we put them rather in a way tg © 
ſaved :' Perirent, nift perirent, 1 Tim1.20. Therefore were Hye, 
mm: and Alexander delivered ro Satan , that they might lean noneſe 
biaſpheme. And Paul boaſts of his Authority, z Cor.10.8. that, 4 
Lord gave it him for edification, and not for deſtrution : So rſho 
the primary intrinſecal end of the Rod of Excommunicatien is ere 
the edifying of ſouls. The wiſdom of God hath appointed by ſhan ſai 
grief, and ſorrow of being pur out of Chriſts Family,to humbleſhe 
ſpirit of him that hath any thing of God, ( though ſecretly ) lyur 
in him. ;l 
\ XL come now to ſome Objeftions to be anſwered. hat 
Obje&. 1. Is not this a very unlikely way to ſave ſouls by putifie : 
them ot of the care of the Church, and out of the fellowſhip of the far 
ple of God ? and eſpecially to put them into the hands of the Dew" 
may you a0t move eaſily reform a wantoa within her fathers houſe,tited 
by caſting her forth zato the ſtews 2? : je ( 
Anſw. But who art tbow, O man that diſputcſt againſt God ? wt W 
will you reaſon againſt the wiſdom of Chriſt > You ſee clearly ity, E 


 chis will, that he be pur away ; and this putting away is the} caf 


lvering to Satan : and the expreſs reaſon is, that the fleſh may be dt th 


| ſt oyed, and the ſoul ſaved. A Medicinal depriving of an offone. 


dor of the comfortable communion of the Saints is a means , 4© A 
mighty through God to humble. CAT} 
bje&.z. But what if theſe perſons that we intend 10 excommiunichich 

be found godly : is not this dangerous to .cariy our ſulues ſo to \fory 
cnidren of God ? | ' ſw 
Azſw. This hath been ſpoken to already ; bur yer ſome will $e Br 
you, that the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of the inceſtvous perſon ſuppoſing FAT 1 
godly, that he had not all fleſh, bur ſpirit as well as fleſh. Yerihur, 
wav that : 1 pray you conſider to prevent ſtumbling at Excomus riſ 
nication : may not Regenerate perſons fall into ſuch grievous ſinver 
znceſt and murder ? and then why not for a time into contumacyle fa 
to the Charch, which deſerveth Exconumunication. They thar cadme 
mir ſuch fins deſerve Excommunication ; but the converted nZe m 
commir ſuch fins, therefore they may deſerve ro be Excommunile? bz, 
ted; and they that deſerve ir ſhould have ir. Godly men have # be 
heard admonition : .4/7 wasa good man, yet he was ſo far filt of 
hearing the Prop'et. thar he claps him up in priſon,for being faifcre b 
ful 3 Are we to ſuſpend Excommunication on this ſuppoſition, Pg ! 
ſuch an one may be ſcminally, or ſecretly a child of God > who 


ſhall be Excommunicarted'? Ir being poſſible chat Grace may+FBurc 
| | watld 


| 
ſt we (17 ) : 
* dedithm him * But to ſhur up this 3 know that the objeRt of 
eth !xcommunication by Chriſts appointment , is one that refuſ: 
> a ſth to hear the Church , wherher he be converted or nor. 
1y tg ObjeR. 3. But you will ſay Excommuntcation in the Text was for 
Hywceſt, that is a great offence, and you have not ſuch matter againſt 
2 noteſe, that you tntend 10 proceed upon. 
hat. 4nſw. 1. The firſt Anſwer I ſhall give you here unto is this. 
50 rſhough the offence ſhould be in the matter ſmall ; yer thar hin- 
1 is ereth not, but that the Offender ſhould be excommunicated : As 
haw ſaid before, ſo ſay I ſtill; andir will be found a truth for ever 2 
bleſhe Reaſon of Excommunicatien is not for the firſt oflence only 
lyut for contumacy and jmpenitency joyned with it : ſo that look 
; Unbelief is in ſome, ſence the only condemning fin ; thar is thus, 
thatever fins a man hath commirted;if he did bur believe, he were 
putiife : ſo, whatever offence a man hath committed, if he would 
the par the firſt admonirion, or the ſecond, or the Churches admoni- 
DevÞNy he ſhould nor be proceeded on , he may not be excommuni- 
ſe,tited. As Unbelief is the fin thar damneth, ſo neglcQing ro hear 
te Church is the fin that excommunicateth. If a Church-mem- 
2 vt was guilty of the higeſt crime imaginable. Suppoſe it Sodg- 
Ly ity, &-c. Yerif he giverh evidence of Repentance, he is not to 
the} caſt'out : and yer if rhe offence be never ſo ſmall, if he hears 
be pt the Church : and therein Chriſt; he is to proceeded againſt. No 
offoner did this inceſtuous perſon diſcover ſorrows for his fin , bur 
;, 3c Apoſtle is as urgent for his.abſolution, as before his Excomu- 
cation. 2 Cor.2 6,7. ſufficient ro ſuch a man is this puniſhmenr 
4zichich was inflifted of many : ſo that contrarwiſe ye ought rather 
to i forgive him, and comfort him, leſt perhaps, ſuch an one ſhould 
! ſwallowed up with over-much ſorrow ; And you thall find thar 
511 ge Brethren for the Presbyterian Government are of this mind : 
ig tar their great Champion, Mr.R»therford in his Divine right of 
Yer:hurch-government. p.226. A Fault may be light, and ſmall in 
»mr$ riſe. (mark it light and ſmall ) fo long as itis private which de- 
fingverh not, Excommuaication : bur if contumacy ſhall come to 
acyle faulr, ( rhar is, if theparty ſhall negleR private and publique 
rt c@dmonirion ) as it is here in its growth, and tendency to ſcanda- 
{ nze many , it is not ſmall. Will ye hear one much unbiaſed, Ly- 
uniler himſelf. Si aliquisEccleſie Minifter, &-c. Tom.2. in Gen.21., If 
7e 2 be any Officer of the Church ſhould nor abſolye me, bur drive 
fide off from the holy Communion, though: the marrer of offence 
faifcre bur light,yee I believe I ſhauld deſpair with Indas, and go and 
Y my ſelf. . - 
» th} And we find alſo, that whoever was three days together from 
ay-hurch without urgent neceſhity, was to be excommunicated, 2C- 
«ulprding to the fixth general Council in Truth, In —— 
| | - 89» 
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can $0. Do not ſome think it a ſmall marter-to be three or \| ny 
rumes abſent from the Church-meetings withour any cauſe > Bur,” ( 
2. 1 anſwer that all things being conſidered, the faj | F 
Anſw. 2. of both theſe delinquent-members will ( for ought I - 
S; ſec, yer to the contrary )weigh in the {cal with the ja 5 
of the inceſtuous perſon. For though this ſin of the Corinth; 
called an unheard of fin,zot named among the Gentiles ; yer ſure if? 
is a kind of Hy;erbolick expreſſion 0: heard,rhar is, nor very co TY 
mon among the Gentiles,but deteſted by ſome of them. There 5h 
*Inſtances among the Prophane Authors of this fin. Antiochus the, : 
of Demetrius by his fathers conſent marched with his mor'1er | 
Law as Plut arch, in the life of Demetrius doth obſerve. So De - 
married his father-Artaxerxes his wife. There was inceſt, i< C 
The meaning then is, that this fin was abominable to ſom # 
the civil heathens : and ſo we may fay of the delinquencies wh 4 
both theſe are charged wirh.I ſhall ſpeak here a little plainly. 11; 
For the one of them . Miſtriſs S.E. ſhe is accuſed among oo 
things for lying more then thice times : ſufficiently proved. , 
us look. a little into this fin, and perhaps we may ſay of it, it 
not named among the Gentiles : ſure it was a fin abominated = 
rhe heathen. Ir is ſaid of Epaminondas that he abhorred mendacium, y 
coſumza jeſting lie,chough he was an Heathen; So rhar the Apo! Py 
aggravation will fall on this fin alſo. Ir is a fault that is not nat & 
among the hearhen : thar is,ir-is deteſtable ro-ſome of the heath; Frag 
ſo Calvin and Pare open the words, And rhe Perſians & Indians 
a Law, that whoever had hecn thrice convicted of lying, ſhould Bb 
'on pain of death never {, cak a word more all his life after. Ef N 
| Ibeſcech you my Brethren, ler us not account of fins only: 
cording to the eſteem of Nations : ler us look into rhe book 
God ; and ſee whethet lying be a ſmall fin. Firſt God ſairh'S | 
preſly, that there is no fit more againſt godlineſs, then lying-71e 
63-8. Surely they are my People : How prove you that > 1 have 
evidence of ir 3 They are Children that will not lie. So thar ly 4 
ſeemerh to be inconfiſtent with the relation of Children : thi! fe 
ſuch a ſpot as is not in Gods own Children : nay God cngapy + 
himſelf > if you look narrowly to that Scripture ) for his peop, 
theſe are the People that will not lie. Secondly it is one of the ſer + 
things that God abominateth. Prov. 6.1 6,17,18>19, Theſe Elo 
things doth the Lord hate , yea ſeven are an abomination unto him if 
proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that ſhed innocent blood, An hey 
that deviſeth wicked immaginationsgfect that be ſwift in runmng 1 
mſchief, a falſe witneſs that ſpeaP#h lies, and him that ſoweth &..., 
cord among Brethrea, &-c. Among theſe ſeven things abominared hi þ 
God , Jying is twice repeated : and therefore ir is no- flight rh ar 


x ſcemeth to be moſt abominable, And what though , ſe 
among 
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» or Angſt us, ſhould account this a 1'rrle fin : ſo was Sodomy one 
Bur by the Inhabitants of Sodom. Thirdly, rhough men will rank 
he fat* ſin among the lower-form fins, yer it may further appear thar 
he ! od dot" not, in that dreadful word, Fev. 21.8. But the fearful 
he Id unvelieving, and the ahominable,and Murderers,and whoremongei's, 
whiadd Sorcercrs, and Idolaters , and all liars ſhall have their part in the 
0 tewhich buracth with brimſtone : which is the ſecond death.Mark it, 
th whar ſinners are liar, coupled > you couple them with ſinners, 
were 28Ity only of vain thoughrs,@&c. Bur the Scripture coupleth them 
5 the? Unbelievers, and abominable, with Whoremongers, Murder- 
ther 2nd Idolaters : view the place again: it is not ſaid all the fear- 
11, all the murderers, &vc. bur all liars, and what ſhall become of 
em > they muſt all to the lake 3 and maYnot we turn them our of 
ſoml© Church of God, v hom God will turn down to Hell > Fourthly, 
« wits ſafer in ſome ſence to tolerate an znceſtuous perſon, rhen a liar 
1 a Church : eſpecially ſuch an one as {oweth diſcord,a diſconten- 
6 ed liar, as this woman was. * The peace 'of the Church is. nor ſe 
5 ndangered by an unclean wretchzas by a liar, rtiere can be no com- 
"+ + WUMON with ſuc'). Ir is ( as one ſaith ) rhe breaking of all Socie- 

UE qr ag 
ted} *FNere can be no converſe b-rween man and man «; here this is. 
5 gd v hat miſchief this Iying woman hath been Likely ro do amongſt 
\poſf®> YOu are nor altogether ignorant. 4 | 
har Pur rocome to the other woman : ſhe harh bin accuſed for neg- 
achEfting fellowſhip with the people of God , and in that for Cove- 
1,5Jant-breaking ; bur chiefly hath been dealt with , for that ſcan-" 
lalous carriage of hers 4n running away from her husband. Though 
ome may make this a light fin to, yer ri1is is a fin againſt the lighr 
f Nature : and ſo cometh under the Charater the Apoſtle 
ooiverh. The: Heathen could. have' raught her otherwiſe : the 


ight of Nature led them to co-habitation ubi tu Carits,ih1 ego Caja 2 


4 


"ible to give account to others, that this is no ſlighr offence, for the 

Heathen knew by the light of Nature, thar as they were to be one 
þ:Jeſh 2 ſo they were to live together. The Scripture ſaith , Lit the 
aofPife ſee that ſhe ſears her busband, Eph. 5.33. Burt to run. from an 
"Fhusband, arguerh a baſe eſteem of the husband, and to take ſuch & 
C-wile woman tor her companion, that had run before ————— {ome 
ſe of you know how, greatnerh her fin, and makerh it rhe more ſcan- 

dalous. Hagar was culpable in running from her Miſtreſs : bur a 


h Wife much more, in running from her husband. 

14 The Apoſtle ſaith of wives, that rhey mult be peepers at home, and 
obedient to their husbands, that tg wor of God! may not be blaſphemed, 

od it.2.5. How much the Name of God ſuffered ( you know in _ 

{by her leaving her husband : I am ſure I have been hit in the teer 


D with the ſcandalouſnels of the fat 3; the fireers of che City have 
rung 


19 


it - : 
vas a ſolemn uſage in their marriages; and therefore we may be - 
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tung with rhe diſobedience of that wrerch , Miſtris M. A. by nays fc 
1 approve of Dr. Taylors Expoſition on the laſt named Scriprure, jreg 
thing here condemned (fair ow is the affe&tion of gadding ar arr ; 
or all hours with diſpoſition of hearing, 'or telling news, or affdf m 
ing merriment and expenſive company, - accounting the houſe a p1d } 
ſon. Bur ſurely ir doth with a witneſs reprove flying fron hot up 
flying as ſhe did from her home 3 if they .may nor gad from hogth 1 
they may not fly from home. By this ſhe hath ſtained her ſelf, hn, 1 
rofeſsion, her husband, wronged him exceedingly, as if he wth 
ach a Nabal that none could dwell with him,and therein very myg h 
belyeth him. Befides in it ſhe throws up the cruſt, that God h th 
pur into her hands,of ſharing in the government of houſhold affat pe 
in it ſhe negleRed her children, gave an ill preſident. ro them t), of 
were grown up to be capable of infe&ion by ſo ill example. So tþ us 
you ſce the offences of borh rheſe,ate in this like the znceſtuous yFor 
ſons (in they are ſuch, as are not named among the Gent:les,and & ; 
indeed abominable. had 
Aaſw. 3. Bur then thirdly , ler us conſider the fins of theſe want 
men, with ſome circumſtances going before and after. *r {c 
Firſt, For Miſtris $. E. I ſhall give you a little account of hy : « 
and ir muſt be this. account ; that the was burdenſome ro _ 
us before ſhe came under Church-admonition ; ſhee rook libertyj mu 
ſpeaking in the Church for ſometime, and being reproved by me har, 
2t, from that rime there was a viſible decay of affe&ion to me ur a 
have much obſerved, that when I often treated with her, I foul Ct 
her of a troubleſotne diſconrenced ſpirt, quarrelling eirhec with jat ( 
Church in general, or with ſeveral members , whom ſhe would iny, 1 
peach, and being told by me it was an irregularity, and admonihar t 
ed to diſcharge her duties ro them, ſhe as offended ar me, yer per tc 
fiſted nowwirhſtanding : And I am contiden that there is ſcarce acan 
Brother, or Siſter, thar can bear wirneſs of ker faithfulneſs in ter 
proving privately ; though ſhe ſo much blazoned abroad , ſuppolac d 
or real infirmiries, and I leave it to you ro judge wherher rhis w no! 
not {chiſmarical. 5 Irmi 
+ She was alſo obſerved to diſlike thoſe perſons,as unfic for Churgepre 
fellowſhip, whom the Church approved , and was a great ſtickharg 
againſt the Church, for ſeveral perſons, whom they could nor coting 
fortably cloſe with, yea ſhe would ſeldom diſcover her likeing 1ay | 
diſliking of perſons propoſed, till rhe Church had given their deer ir 
five ſenrence. Thus from time to time ſhe was a Bryar in ou: fidgis t 
Bur then when private Admonitian was given her by a Brother fas k 
tro, v hich was done ſeveral tim:s @@this we can ſay thar here wmn 
hardly any one that came from her, bur with a ſad heart {fo 1 rollder 
was her carriag2, and fo lofty,aid her ſpirit .o uncamed.)Bur whed vt 
ſh2 was under Church-admoni:ion concerning leveral things 3 iÞ ng 
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(21) 
' natys found tripping very much in reference to her tongue, and lying 
re, begiouſly ky 0 x Si he whole Church could i {nE 
at atr ; And beinz farther prefled to hear the Church, ſhe refuſed;and 
 affdf my memory fail not ) ſhe ſaid, ſhe would be drawn aſunder by 
e a ld horſes rather then come amongſt us. And though ſhe had lif-- 
hot up her right hand to heaven, ro walk in fellowſhip with us , yer 
| hoach the ſeparated from us, and to this day ſought not reconcylia- 
If, hn, neicher hath ſhe expreſſed Repenrance for her fins : bur ſhe 
e with juſtified her ſelf in all rhar ſhe hath done ; inſtead of confef- 
7 myg her lies, ſhe ſtands in her juſtification 3 and though ſhe accuſ< 
od Ih the Church in general, and particular members rhereof falſely, 
affax performeth no duty,that according to Matth.18.15. the is bound 
m th, of telling ir between him and thee, in order to the making any 
50 th us ſenfible of a ( ſuppoſed ) fin. 
us For Miftriſs M. A. Her coming amongſt us is ſomewhar obſerva- 
nd ; Before ſuch time, as we were a Church, we had a meeting of 
hiſtians, wherein none were admuttcd, but thoſe that gave an ac- 
[e wunt of the grounds of their hope 3 ar length Miſtris A. propoſed 
er {elf to this Society, and ſpake very confidently of her conditt- 
f hy : ona ſudden ſhe was ( as ſome obſerved ) ſtopt in her ſpeech 3 
anylving a little before ſpoken much of her aflurance, yer diſcovered 


rt much ignorance, that I believe not one pu was fatished with 
r 


ne fat, which ſhe ſpake as her experience ;. therefore ſhe was denied. 
me ur a conſiderable time after = Church was conſtitured, ſhe defir= 
foul Church-fellowſhip 3 And then came in with 'fo much difficulry, 
th tat ( as I am credibly informed, for I was then abſent.) Mr.St9ze- 
[d inn, the then Teacher of this Church, hinted to her ro this purpoſe, 
oniftat the Church had ſtretched to the urmoſt line of Charity in ot- 
t per to her Reception 3 and therefore adviſed her thar her furure de- 
ce dceanour might be ſuch, as might give berrer ſarisfaftion concerning 
n ter for the furure, then they had for the preſent.Since when,thaught 
poke did engage to fellowſhip with us : 1 rhink this I may ſay, there 
s winor a Brother, or Siſter here , that can -bear witneſs of her per- 
ming any Church-dury to them, of admonirion, exhortation, or 
wurgeproof ; and if any of you can witneſs for her in theſe things, L 
ickharge you to diſcover it; I {peak this, becauſe if ſhe hereafter 
coting dirt in this, or that,or rhe other perſons face by Reports, you 
ng lay look on ſuch things as ſlanders, or on her as a Covenant-brea- 
deer in not obſerving the Rule of Chriſt. A conſiderable rime after 
fidgis there happened to be ſome hears, hears did I ſay > yea a flame 
er fas kindled in her ſpirit, againſt a fiſter in law of hers, who 1s in 
re wmmunion with us. The buſineſs grew ro that height , that the 
 roflders were neceſſitated to cxamine it : Ar rhar rime I came enga- 
whed ro her as the party innocent, rather then the other ; bur waenk 
3 iÞ ngs were examined, 1 found ſhe hid wrongel her ſiſter excecd- 
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ingly,!by defaming her in the Eaſtern parts amongſt her Relat 
as well, as among ſeveral members here, and never diſcharged! 
duty towards her. She carried her ſelf ſo diſ-ingeniouſly,thar 1! 
hardly charity for her at that time ro judge her gracious ; Fo 
would endure no council,no admonition, though rendered :-ith| 
bowels : And though her fiſter was many wales the ronged 
ſon, arid begged her with tcars not to go off in a paſſion, yer of 
went in 4 diſdaining way. . After long preſſing her to confeſ; 
wronging of her ſiſter : at length, it ſeemed , ſhe did go to he 
ſome outfide way, ſhe did ſomewhat rhar looked like Repent? 
or that we would feign one as a retraction, - But it ſeemerh | 
thar day ſhe had rankour in her ſpirit againſt me ;' for ſhe hath; 
feſt ſince; that the reaſon why ſhe would nor ſpeak with me, th: 
defired by me, was, becauſe I was unfaithful in thar buſineſs : 
if I were unfaithful in that buſineſs ., ever let me be fo unfait }.; 
if I were unfaithful, it was in not reproving her more cutting), 
words were t99 ſoft I fear. However ſhe patcheth up a peace 
her fiſter, apd skinneth over the wound ; Bur within a little 
after, ſhe carrieth her ſelf frowardly, not only to her Siſter, b 
all the Brethren that had diſcourſe with her abour her miſcarriy 
and particularly about her negle&tirg Church-fellowſhip- ( , 
was too apparent ) and her diſcontent grew to that height, tha: 
rew angty with her own husband, and in her paſlion ran from} 
which being ſo ſcandalous, the Church thoughr' themſelves ob! 
to admoniſh her of that, and or'1er fins, bur ſhe breaketh forth 
paſſiionare ſpeeches, defaming the Church,and deſpiſing rheir ( 
refuſing from that day to this to hear the Church, and perſia 
her band ro an-undue,and unjuſt ſeparation from us. She is 
contented to be a Covenant-breaker her ſelf, bur would have ot 
break the Oath 'of God under which they lie. > De Roos 
' Give me leave yer further to aggravate the fin of both theſe: 
ties in a compariſon with the inceſtrons perſon 2: Firſt, 3n all li 
hood the zzceſtuous perſon had never been reproved for this, ft 
his, as may be infer*d from ver.2. They did not 0471 over him: 
ſo have theſe; theſe have been admoniſhed privately , and | 
likely. | 
| LAOS When the zxceſtuors perſon was pur awayzthe next! 
we hear of him is his Repentance, but theſe, ſince their ſuſpen! 
which is a kind of Excommunication, yet have ſhev.ed no Re 
mation 3 inſtead of ſorrowwing they rejoyce , and think themſe 
worthy to be cried up, and to fit in the higheſt places of rhe $! 
gogue, for their ſtout carriage rowards a poor Church of Chrik 
Thirdly, We do not find that the incrſtuors perſon jeared at; 
Sentence of excommunication, but ſo do theſe : Here i carnot | 
tske notice of one thing ; after ſuch time as Ganmicle was th 
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"them that ſhould die hoy fad is this } How then dare men ſay, this ; 


wart the Mag'ſirates power. 


C25) bs. 
to utter deſtruttion : therefore thy life ſhall go for his lifes and thy people? 
for his people ? How many — by God to the ſword of Exe 
communication are there, yer ler alone every where > Mr.Ruthe;ford 
in his Divine Right of Church-government, pag. 520) ſaith, that they: 
a: e co-partners with the wicked, who diſpence the bread ro them 
who arc knowingly dead in fins. Wo to them thar ſay they are in- 
rruſted with the keyes of Heaven , and yet open the door wide to'} 
them whom God would have to be kept from his holy Hill ; and do | 
not exclude them from communion , whom God would have to be } 
pur away frem the midſt of them : v hat can men ſay, why they do 
not difterence the precious from the vile out of the Pulpir,as well as 
in the Pulpit ? they are affraid to offer in te Pulpit mercy to rhe 
wicked and impenirent 3 but why do they give the Seals of mercy} 
and forgiveneſs to them, that are walking openly in the way to de= 
ſtruction > Ir is a terrible word, that in Ezeþ.13.19. 4nd wil ye po- 
lute me among my people for haad ſuls of Barley, and for pieces of bread, 
to ſlay the ſouls that ſhould not die , and to ſave the ſouls alive that} 
ſhould not live, by your; lying to my people that heay your lies? To ſaveF 


is the blood of the Covenant ſhed for the Remifſion of your fins 
Drink ye all of it > How can men ſay this ro 2 company of looſe} 
perſons, and diſorderly walkers > How can the mother be guiltleſsF 
'of the death of her child, that giverh him poiſon with this caurionyF 
that ſhe relleth him it is poiſcn : ſo do many Miniſters ; they tell 
men of the danger of unworthy Receiving 3 crying, take heed you$ 
come not to the rable of the Lord, it is pioſon ; and yer give thef 
Bread rothem. Men fondly relieve themſelves with a charge they 
give their people, that they come not unpreparedly to the Lords ta-P 
ble : Bur alas ! they plead for more then-a 1.o&rinal powerP 
that they have to bar the wicked from holy things by Exconmuni- | 


cation, and yer improve it nor, 

Objed. But zt z5 _— that they ſuſpend from the Sacrament. 

Anſw. 1 think they are hardly agreed on thar point to this day, fþ 
whether there be ſuch a cenſure as ſuſpenſion appointed by Chrifh | 
and many of them confeſs that they uſe ſuſpenſion as a prudentialzÞj 
to comply. with their Brethren,rather” then as an Inſticured Ordi 
nance. Burt truly this is to be for a lamentation, thar ſuch an indif- 
putable Ordinance,as Excommunication ſhould be laid afideg'-and 
Prudential ſhall ſerve turn. How doth this Intrench on C hilt wife 
dont jn appointing this Rod in his houſe, v hen it ſhall not be uſee 
from one year to znorher, though the miſcarriages of many calls fe 
it : Sad 1s it that prucential Remedies ſhall excommunicate rl!e ce 
lure of Excommunication : this is to be matrer of lamentation, F 

Object. 21 they would ſay, they would Excommuntcate 3 0k they 
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' Anſw . I ſhall give inthe Anſyers of two men of Renon to riffs, 


WHY Firſt, Mr. Ruthe;ford, he ſaith, who gave the keyes of the Kingdom 


of Heaven to the Magiſtrates > Ir is confeſt, if there were no Chri- 


ji | ſtian Magiſtrates, che Ch irch might Excommunicate 3 and ſhall 
Ih | rhe Magiſtrate, becauſe he is a Chriſtian, ſpoil rhe Church of the 


power ſhe had; when ſhe wanted a Magiſtrate : 

!- Burthen hear Mr. B.vter in his Gildas Salvianus,or Reformed Pa- 
||| ſtor. 1 ſhall give you his words. pag.214.How many Miniſters in En- 
gland be there thit know not their own charge | that never caſt out one 
obſt:;nate ſin4er | no nor brough: oe to pab!ich confeſſion ,and expreſſion 
of repenta:ce, and prom:ſe of Reforization ? No no; fevaker ts one 
publicly to call him to ſuch Repentance ? May not we lament it in 


Fi! Exon 2 The great out-cryers againſt Separation ( ſay I ) prerend 


| that all within the compals of their Pariſhes are Church-members. 
'|-And yet for many years together rhey negle& Church-cenſures,ſaith 
Mr. Baxter, hear him again, pag.222. Ye aie ſent, as Chriſls Embaſ- 
| ſadou;'s to ſpeak in his Name, and not in the Princes, and by bis Autho- 
ry we do 0u7 work, as from him we have our Commiſſio:. The ſame 
power that you have to preach without or aga/ſs the Magiſtrates com- 


mand, the ſam? have you to exerciſe Paſtoral Guidance and Diſcipline 


without it,&c. And again, pag.226. The Magiſtrate fincth and impri- 


Will ſorcth : that is bis part : 11 is your part to bring, them to open Repen- 
Wl! tance; or to caſt them out : Doth net the Magiſtracy of England puniſh 


il tea, twenty, what if I ſay ain hundred Swearers, D/unhards,or Sabbath- 
Wilhl breakers by the ſword, for oze that the Elders of th! Church do puniſh 

Witt by cen ſures, or bring to publick repentance for the ſatisfaftion of the 
- Conrch. And again, pag.227. What had the Church of Chriſt done 111 


Wl". che d aes of Conſtantine the great : if it had 10 better Paſtors then you, 


Wt that will not govern #t Without the joint compulſion of the Magiſtrate ? 
Wil! - D:ſcipline, and ſevere D;ſciplins was exerciſed for three hundred year's 

|! rogether, where the Prince did 40! give them [0 much as a Proteftion,ner 
Toleration, but perſecuted them ta the death. And again, pag.228, 
Ml 4re the keyes of Chriſts Kingdom ſo uſeleſs that they will not open, and 
MG (1:24 without the help of the ſword ? If they have contratted any ruſt, by 
WAA 2>h:cb they are made leſs fit for ſervice, next to the Prelates, we may 


il 1 thank our Selves, that let them lie ſo long unuſed. In pag. 232. Mr. 


'l]. Baxter raiſerh an ObjeQion, that we are but ſingle Paſtors , and 


- therefore cannot excommunicate men alone, he anſwereth ro this 


|. largely, and amongſt other things, t1us : 
Have you none in your Pariſh, not one or two to mahe ruling Eldei's 


WINE of that by their conjunttion you may be authorized to do more then 
af. 7202p you ds ? I mean according to your own principles, And what hin- 


dereth but you may 1031 together if you will ? If it muſt needs be m1- 


ny Paſtors conjuntt, that muſt exerciſe any att of Diſcipline , why is it, 


jo don'? Doth any foroid them ? It 6s a repreachful charge upon all 
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the Minifters in tve Country, to ſay, that Diſcipline is caſt aſide, becanf 


they can get none to join with them in the execution. Temember this day 
and remember often the danger that cometh to Miniſters, and p:ople 
w ee the leaven 35 not caſt out. And let this be for a lamentation. 

U ſe 2. The ſecond Uſe is of caution {eve al ways. 

Firft, Caution to them that yet have not Joined themſclves to 
any patticular Church, let them beware how they joine themſelves 
to any Church, where Diſcipline is negle&ted. The leaven of wick- 
ednels,is Ieaven to this day. Lhere is as great danger in wicked com- 
pany now, as ever there vas : if ſo be, you may join with viſibly 
unleavencd Societies , beware how ye joine with others, leſt after 
you thank your ſelves for all rhe polutien and miſery you con- 
rra&, by joining your ſelves to undiſciplined Congregations. 

Secondly, Let it be a caution to you my Brethren,and to others, 
nor to be offended ar a Church, in caſc ſyme prove rotten and un- 
ſound. The Apoſtle tels us, 1* Cor. 11.19, There muſt be Herefres 
among you , tht they which are approved, may be made manifeſt 
among you. If rhere were none , what would become of the 
Rod > The rod is made for tl:- back of Offenders. Be not of- 
fended at (#rin'b,though there be tound an inceſtuous perſon there: 
Nor at us, though a Liar and Covenant-breaker be amongſt us:they 
are to b: caſt out. Be ntfended ar us rather,when we neglect Church- 
Diſcipline. ' 

UVſe 3. The third Uſe is of information. This informerh us, 
what a wiſe God we have to deal with, who can make the moſt un- 
likely means ſerviccable to his ends; who can make Saran do his 
own work. Thar is to be conſidered ro day. A man would rhink 
that ſuch a cenſure ſhould rorally and finally harden a finner. Ir 
womld ſo,if God did not otherwiſe diſpoſe of jt,if ir were nor Chriſts 
inſtitution. Oh, How is carnal reaſon here a0z-pluſt | My own 
reaſon tels me , that this days meeting ( not confidering it as 
an inſtitution ) will harden theſe wrerches more : Bur when I re- 
member an inſtitution of Chriſt, when I remember that God would 
have the Church convened, and that to deliver to Satan for the de- 
ſtrudt19n of the fleſh : Ir giveth me ſome hopes, when I remember 
that God did make the carth to help the woman, Rev.12.16. Why 
may he not here make the Serpent the Devil, to help the woman 
This is admirable, thar the ſleſh muſt be deſtroyed,and Satan myſt 
haue an hand in it : Whar ſtrange rools can God work with > 

Vſe 4.The fourth and the laſt ſe is of Exhorration 5o the Church 
of God to four things. 

Firſt, Boaſt nor over the fallen. Ir is by Grace that thou ftand- 
eſt, If God ler thee alone before the ſerring of the Sun, .chou 
wilt turn thy back as much on Chriſt and his people, as theſe have 
done ; thou wilt comtemn Chriſts inſtitutions if let alone, and ne- 
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le& privare and publique Admonition , as much as thefe 2: thou | ir 
wilt diſpiſe rhe Church.in thy heart and rangue, as- much as theſe.  d 
When the Gentiles were in the olive tree, in the Church, Rom11. 
And the Jew cur of. The Apoſtle was jealous thar this priviledge 
would {well thz Gentiles into great thoughts of rthemiſelves,and 
into a contempt of the Jews : and therefo:e he caurtioneth them, 
ver. 18, Boiſt tot againſt the Branches, thar is, againſt the Branches 
that are broken off. If God ler thee alone, thou wilt be the 
fourth perſon that will be rhro 4n our of rhis houſe of God. 

. Secondly, Boaſt not of thy ſelf rov much. Perhaps thou 
vaunteſt that thou haſt kept thy ſelf within compaſs 3 But art nor 
rhou guilty of ſuch ickednefs. Thar ha41 the Brethren been fairth- 
full ro thy ſoul; thou migheſt alſ» hav come under cenſure this 
day : or perhaps tho dzligheſt in contemplative wickedneſs, and 
art but a painted wall, a guilded poſt,a very Formalift, full of envy 
pride,ec. Know this. 

1. That Satan will be content:d to have the inward Rooms, if 
he cannot poſſeſs t1e whole houſe. Thou arr as ſafely the Devils 
by indulging to a ſecrer fin; as if thou wert guilty of an open ſcan- 
daJous evil :; nay in ſome ſenſe in a far worſe cond:tion 3 for if thy | 
wickedneſs did break forth, thou 19124 cnyoy this ſharp privi- 
lJedpe of Excommuuication, (whoſe end is for the deſtruttrion of the | 
rs that the Spirit might be ſaved in the day of th? Loyd , ) which 
now, becauſe thy ſin is ſecret, thou canit not enjoy. Ir is true, 
the Excommunicartes are put under the power of Satan judicially, 
bur thou art under his Po:ver already, thou maiſt fear, thou art 
delivered to Satan mo:ally, tro be hardened : but theſe are to |] 
* delivercd, rhough judicially 3 yet mecdicinally alſo to be' thi 
umbled, ſhamed and ſoftned, !h4t the Sp:r/t may be ſaved. Again, ſtar 
-..z. Thou that boaſteſt, that thou carrieſt things cleverly , know peo 
thar there is a doftrinal Excommunicar'on, that many Church- of 


members may be under, many more then we can poſſibly beware the! 
/ [5 When your Miniſters dzclare from Gods word, that Hypgrrite: tha 


11!l not inherit heaven, &c. That Word of God hath Autho- peic 
rity enough to bind you over to the day of -Chriſt, unleſs you and 
xeperit, SO”: Hip ſuck 
... 3. ns» rhis, that God may dere you before you die, and likely full 
he will, an4 therefore boaſt not of your ſecrefie in inning, yout Spir 
puifir +may- fall off : the ſtake in the hedge, though ar the firſt it we | 
looketh green, yer after 4 while, it will wither, and ſhes it ſelf tr ever 
be but a ſtike,and nor a living Branch, us; 

_ C53 was ar firlt x Sacrificer,and'yer ar length caſt our,caſt our 0 ven: 
te ſteht of r1e Lord, our of his fachersf:mily,from the Ordinan Tl 
ces, 0, God will not alw:ys \. fer you to abuſe his on parienceſMou 
and r1e gocd opinion of Bcholders, 2nd the place of your ſtandin bur. 
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ou | i the Church of God; A dead oak may be left aldn? in k Wood, bur a. * 


ſe. _ dead:vine may not be ler alone in a Vineyard. : 


LI., Thirdly, Through this cloud, Labor whar'ye 'can to ſhine the 
ge brighter, ler me beſpeak you in the words: of the ApoſtlezPbil:z. | 


nd 141516. Do all things without murmerings and difputings, that 
m, Ye may be blam:leſs and harmleſs ; the Sous of God without rehube 
1es #*n the maſt of a croshed and peruerſe Nation; among whom ye ſhine 
he as Lights in the world, holding forth the word of life, that I ma; 

rejoice inthe day of Chriſt, that 1 have not run in van, nor labouy- 
ou ed in vain. beſecch you repair Gods honour and the Churches what 
Not you may , by ſhining the brigher , and amongſt other ways 
th- this is one, let it be in thoſe Graces that are moſt oppokite to the 
his ſins of the Excommunicarcs, to thoſe fins you are come, to witneſs 


ind againſt this day: You have thrown our one already for his Herericat 


wy Principles, and not hearing the Church 'z;- Do you cay& the 
more to be ſound in the Fairh, and to be ſtedfaſt 2nd unmoveable 
, if ina form of wholſome words: And for this end, I cannot bur 
vils commend your purpoſe of ſubſcribing a profeſſion of fairh rhis 
1n- day. So for theſe that are ro be th:own our this day, the more 
thy '1ying one hath been guilty of ; the more do you ſpeak truth one 
vi- to another, ; and let there nor be a lying rongue in the midſt of 
the'us: and the more another is found diſybedient, I beſeech you 
ich Jabour the more ro keep your bounds at home, as alſo in this 
ue, Church of Chriſt ; and\here alſo 1 cannot bur approve of your 
ly, purpoſe to ſubſcribe a Covenant that will be a fence againſt a law- 
art leſs Spirit. 
ro Fourthly, Let me beſeech you to love }eaven the better for 
 be' this day, and the ſad occaſion of it. Here we ſee, that notwith- 
1, ſtanding all our Cov:nants and Engagements ; yet we are a mixed 
10 people : the Leaven is amongſt us to this day.” Let us take?a view 
ch- of Heaven, when putting ſome on rhe borders of hell, In Heaven 
are there are no mixtures, there are none Leavenzd, there are none 
te; that cauſe diviſion ; rhere they are all of one hearr, and of one 
ho- peice. Let this provoke us to long for Heaven : Here is lying 
you and deceirfulneſs, ticklencſs and levity : bur in Heaven there is no 
ſuch inconſtant and ſcandalous company : there are all faith- 
cely full friends , a faithfull Father, a fairhfull Chriſt, a fairhfu, | 
out Spirit, Faithfull Angels, all faithfull friends. Here ever and ano n 
ſt i we have the Briar and the Thern( ſuch the earth brought forth 
f re ever ſince the fall) here the Canaarite and the Perizzte are amongſt 
' us; bur in Heaven no Briar growerth. let us be invited ro love hea- 
x of venthe betrer, 
1an! The Church is compared to the Kingdom of Heaven, ant ir 
nce/ſhould be ſo here, into which no unclean thing ſhould enter ; 
linf bur. yer it is no: ſo in this lower Heaven, in this houſe of God, 
| C 4 Her 
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{ {Here areveſſcls of diſhonour r1at appear ſo, and here veſſels ger 
0 ruſt, andthe very appointing excommunication ſpeakerh what God 
WA Sawhis Ghurch would need. Bur Excommunication is no more ap- 
WA” pointed for Heaven above , ſince th: Angelss were thence caft 
Will out, | 7 


\ 


) 
Theend of the Sermon whic'> was delirvered bee 
Y fore the Perſons were Excommunicated- 
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After the per{ons Were Excommunicated : there Were gi- 
ver-theſe following Reaſons, why a (burch of Chriſt 

' ſhould then renew their Covenant with God , Why any of 
the members thereof are juſtly Excommunicated. | 


Reaſon 1. 


He excommunicating of obſtinare, and —_— 
rent members, is the purging our of filth, 
which was got within ſuch a Church : this is 
implied in that excommunication is comman= 
ry x Cor,5.7. under the Metaphor of purg- 
ing : Purge out therefore the old leuen z and, 
if we peruſe the Records of Scripture, We. 
= WIE EAT hall find, thar whenſoever any filth was 
into the houſe of God,by finful remiſneſs in the people of God, ' 
cy did not ſatisfie themſelves with throwing our rhe filth, bur ſo- 
manly renewed their Covenant. Thus they did in Aſa's time : @-* 
opher cometh,and telleth 4ſa that how they | 
tre dehiled , when Aſa heard thoſe words, © Hebr. Abominatianse 
; rook courage and pur away the abomina- PDe. 
e idols our of the Land, but what > was that all > No, And 
ty entred into a covenant, 2 C9r04. 15. 8. and verſ.r2. Come: : 
ted : they did beth pur away the Aboninations that were 
png them , and they tid bin1 themſelves more firmly ro all 
hes of piety towards God, comprized under the phraſe of ſeeking 
{Lord ; fo in Hez2hiabs days,he commanded 
{ Levites ro carry forth rhe filthinzſs our of * Und:r this word 
holy poo but that is not all,he would al- filthineſs is compri- 
tave them enter into Covenant with God ged,what ever was 
n, as appears by comparing the fifth & rhe brought into th? 
i ver, of the 29. chapt. of the ſecond book Temple to pollute 
70%. Thus in Nehemiabs time , after they the t7ue worſhip of 
been mixt with ſtrangers': the ſeed of God.Larg.Anor. in 
!ſuch as were cruly 1ſra?lites , that did loc, ; 


nor 


BR (32) | 
nor diſgrace T1/rael, from whom they deſcended , they pur awzy all[cu 
2 ſtrangers, Neh.g.2. and alſo renewed * thenffaitt 
+ Heb. Fidelity or Covenant ver.38. Becauſe of all this we may th 
ſureneſs , 07a ſure a ſure Covenant. 'Th 
thing to note,(fairh Mr.Caril) that a well grounded Covenant is s (un tm! 
and fir » and errevobable aft. « : | 


Reaſo. 2. 


Wt. $713 27173 Ele- Such purging out, of filth qualifizth 
wt —gits quiz elgittir ſuch a Church for renewing their coyenant 
perſon * vnter qQuas with God, the Hebrew word,* Berith (a cove- 
CF res 4 conditions nant) cometh frdat Prrah, Which fignificth rf E: 
propter quas , feds chooſe exattly,and judiciouſly,only choice perſwith 
initur Buxtort. ſons are fit for Covenanting-work the Loidthe ( 
proniſeth that he will cauſe his peopte” to paſfmoil 
Under *the R9d,and fo he would bring the [mig] 
- Tammpulan 1/- imo the bond of the Caverant, Egeh.20.37. Jufne 
raehis taprobabo, 795 expounder' the words thus : as if God haggto. 
- recogn0ſcalh, ut Pa- Taidy 1 Will prove and try the whole people ofCov 
flor gregem ad: ye- Tirael as & Shepherd doth his flock: that I ma 
_—_ I fwfys take the 'good, and ſound inro the fold of mycom 
 'carlam menjy Covenant, and caſt our the wicked and un- 
bans * improboſy, found 3 this interpreration is not only favour: 
ebdicandos. Tun, in ed; but fully approved. --(fairh, Mr. Carl) in 
loc. Thus Polanys the words. immediatly following verſ. 38. 
alfo, and the large Will br:::5 you into the bbnd of the Covenant,ani 
Anorat. - expounds 1 will pu;gc out from amony you the rebels, ani 
this placc. ibis that tranſpreſs againſt me 3 rhis was tht), cy 
choite Qualification of thoſe char renewed rheiſ p11 
Covenanc, Vehem. 10.28. They hid not only knowledge and under: 
ſanding , bur they hall feparared themſelves from rhe people 0 
the Hands, unto the law of God : rhey had purged out filth from 
Among them. - Such 'a' Church before -the Rebels are purged © 
froth among them, is ior ſo qualified for covenanting with che Lord 
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* Reaſo7 3+ [vena 

| | | cant: 
Te is no final affliftion to. ſuch a Church, that there is need ef fuch 
the drcadfull Cenſare of, Excommunication to be infli&ed on anj®f th 
of irs members 3 it cannot bur, be a time of. trouble ro the whol}& w 
Churshy v hen any of its members are cur off by Excommunicatif Cov 
on : it cannot but be as great a trouble as. it is to our natural be thei; 
dies, when a finger, or a toc, or an arm, of a leg are wr e, "a 
| : LCF? OV: 
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y all[Such time rherefore 1s ſeaſonable for ſuch work, T will cauſe you 
Heifaith the Lord, to paſs under the Rod, and ſo I will bring you in, 


nxthe bond of the Covenont, Exzh.20.37. 
This was one cauſe of that Covenant in Ne- 
[urgprmiahs dayes. We are in great diſtreſs, Neb. 
9.37. And becauſe of all this we make a ſure 
ovenant, verſ. 38. 


 Pios [ub virgam 
tranſmirtit Deus, ut 
al fdevis exhibiti= 
on%m cos zinducat 
quum nolit eos (ui 


uris efſe , ex pro arbitris carnis vivere, Pdlon. in lee. 


42th 
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1 to] Excommunication of Incorrigible members ought ro he Joined 


perſwith faſting , 1 Cor.5.2,the Apoſtle blamerh 
_oi(the Corinthian Church,becauſe they had nor 
paſjmourned, * that he rhat had done thar deed, 
henſmight be taken away from among them ; and 
e proper buſinef, of a faſting ; By is enrcing 
to, or renewing Covenant with God : the 
ovenant in Nehejniahs time, came in the cloſe 
a fafting day , as appears, Nehem. 9.1 38- 

' myſcompared. 


has 


[were Excommunic ated. Leigh. in loc. 
. (tion, they did aniiently faſt Trap. in loc. 


Reaſon 5. 


1eit 


}hath been told you delivered to Sarhan, x Cor. 
 I5.5. * And therefore ſuch a Church ſhould de- 
OMliver up themſelves Afreſh to God 3 ſuch poor 
- 4] vretches are given up to Judicial hardneſs, ſo 
**0\that they are ſorry for nothing ſo much , bur 

that they with ſuch a Church entred into Co- 
[venant with God ; they have rerrafted and re- 
canted iwhar formerly they did : and therefore 
_ effuch a Churc't to manifeſt that they are ſtill 
zl ff rhe ſame mind, and rhar they do not repent 
olf of whar they have done , ſhould renew their 
at} Covenant, Such wrerches they have renewed 
bel their Covenant with Hell, and Sarhan , and 
| therefore: ſuch a Church ſhould renew their 
>< Covenant with God. 


* mpYeiy refers to 
the ſtile of mourn- 
ers, and d:avres the 
ſolemnity uſuall 

amozug the Jews, of 
putting 0: mourits 
ing habits,and wpail- 
?ng over them that 


when there was ExXcommunica- 


7 Atſuch a time Sathan harh faſter hold of ſome, that were of ſuch 
Ur 2 Church : and therefore ar ſuch a time God ſhould have faſter 
| hold of ſuch a Church. Such as are Excommunicated, they are (as 


* Hoc id eft , 
quod Chriſtss dicits 
feri ſrcut ethnicums 
frve publicanum yz 
Matth. 18. 17. Sla- 
ter in loc. So Be- 
Zza,Calvin,Parzus, 
Alapide 5 Eftius » 
Morron , Leigh. 
large Annot.and the 
Duteb Annot. inter- 
pret this place. 
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Or "rough the Sermon. 


Ar ſuch a time ſuch a Church ſeerh ſad inſtances of irs prone 


= 
(34) 
Reaſon 6.. 


to backſlide from God,and what they ſhould do,if God ſhould learff © 


them to themſelves ; and a Covenant is a Golden Girdle to tic 


* Let us glue our 
ſelves to the Lord ; 
ſo ſome < let us bid 
our ſelves to the 
Lord,1ot only as the 
borrower doth him- 
ſelf to the uſurer for 
« time; but as the 
wife doth her ſelf to 
her husband , jor 
ever,ſaith Dr. Bur- 

eſs in his Sermon 

efore the Parliam. 
97 thoſe words. 


elit 
faſt ro God ; it 1s a joyning our ſelves to rhy0V* 
Lord, 7cr.50.5. * Seeing therefore ſuc'; Fn 
Church ſceth at ſuch a time in a more eſpeci 

all manner their p: onneſs ro ſuffer this Golde! 

Girdlc to looſen,and untie, to diſ-join ond un 
glue themſelves from God :; therefore it is ve At 
ry ſeaſonable for ſuch a Church ar ſuch a tim} "E 
ro <nrer into bond again unto the Lord, to titſter 
this Golden Girdle yer faſter : ro glue then ill 
ſelves once more to the Lord, that ſo God anf{MN 
and they may never part. One main end 
Covenanrivg 1s'to prevent ſtarting aſide fr 
God, For r1is end ble{t-d Hooper was willin 
to be ricd to the ſtake, becauſe he was fleſh ” 
well as {pirir. | 


Reaſon. 7. 


At ſuch atime Satan will be remprting and affaulting others jucur 


ſuch a Church: when Satan and the world have got any t9 Apoſtye as 
tizc, and to'de-art from God and his ways ; they are encouraged t\nd | 
ſer upon morezto endeavour the ſeducing of more of the Membetimſe 
of ſuch a Church : Now there is no ſuch way to prevent Satans dile a1 
fign,as for ſuch a Church to renew their mage me therefore w by 
£ | Iſrael to renew their Covenant , ln th 
—_— Dona ay tn _— chere ſhould be among them any,whoſerve 
; A DE 16% heart turneth away from the Lordjable 
ot, &c.Aynf. in lac. * Dent.29.1041218. 9.39 


Reaſon 8. 


It is a very choice' Mercy to have filth purged out of | 
Church of Chriſt, though by excommunicating ſome of its me 
bers,in Ezek.20. 38. *Its promiſed as no ſmall mercy that God wou! 

Th ,:10 1,» Purge out from among his people the Rebe 
De. Oo = and ſuch as thranſgreſs againſt God, T 


PrſtPar.Sermon, raiſeth from Jer. 50.5. is this, when God vouchſaft 


' any deliverance to his (harch , eſpecia'ly from Babilon, the it is 


ſeaſonable and neceſſary to cloſe with God by a mare ſolemn, ſtrift 6 
wtuolable Covenantsto be his,and only his for ever.See it largely piof 


oy 


pight further appear by the mbtyes > Wherepgpene "Apoſtle. 
refſerh the Church of Coriath roExcommunicare then 
hianzs 1 C0s:456 7 &w this ifithe® uſer d 

ake of any choice mercy,thereby ro engage thamſclveswore cloſe 
eget ports 
P ial Covenant wich"God)beſide'r : 
 rhſoyenant which he made with them (| and they with hin ) in Ho- _, 


ceſtuous Co- 


ples ould, 


oF 


C'1 by. DgHt:29.1 9253 3425 5657599310307. Ss» SOS $50 
pec# | ” 
; ; Rea 074 : ”. oh 5 _ * 
-_ f % EY he us; A, F - he* < _ 
« vel At ſuch a time, ſuch a Church ſtands in more then ofdina- 1.0 
timp need of Gods renewing his Covenant with them to have God {Ha - 


0 tiaſter bound unto them : And then God is in a ſpecial manner, 
entil)ing thereunto, ſee this moſt evidently demonſtrared in 7er.z2. 

om v.37.to the 42 7.% 2C0r.6.1718.it is but reaſonable rherefore 
ar ſuch a Church ſhould then be willing to renew their Covenant 


d . 

fr ith God,and thereby bind themſelves faſter unto his Majeſty. 

11ing (8 
bh a Reaſon 10. Lo 


| This is the liklieſt means to enable and incline ſuch &s 


hurch,to purge our whar filth may remain in the midſt of them, 
d ro keep.more filth from percing within ſuch a Church for the 
ers iÞture. God hath promiſed thar he will pruge our from ſuch a peo- 
»oſtifle as renew their Covenant with him el che Rebels, Ezeh.20. 38. 
zediind he hath promiſes to eſtabliſh ſuch a Church for a People to 
nbeſimſelf. Deut>29.1213, beſides bereby ſuch a Church,ſuch a peo- 
ns dale are mcre engaged co purge out all the remaining leavenzand co MM 
e W __ the uncircumciſed, and the Philiſtine from entering with- Bo 
» le the gates of Zion, and fo are likly ro become, and to be pre- 00 
whoſerved a new lump, as they are unleavened : it is very warrant- TW. 
w therefore for us thjs day, to take up their rheir words in Nebe, b 
3b. | '| 
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Becauſe of all this, we make a ſure (arvenant, 


and write it. ; E v 


» 
—_— —————— — — 
» 4 


Believe that there is one only God in 
three Perſons, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghoft; Infinite in Being, Wiſ- 
dom,Goodneſs and Power : The Ma- 


- AT 1 — 
PF, AYE CD) LS, 
3's, Js 7 4 


things, and the mioft juft and mercifull 
Lord of All, | | 


_———_—_—— 


I. 


— —— 


| [| Belive that Mankind, being fallen by his fin from Go& 
'|Z and Happineſs, under the wrath of God; the curſe of 

is Law, and the power of the Devil : God ſo loved the 
world rhathe gave his only Son to be. their Redeemer, 
wbo being God, and one with the Father,did rake to bim 
our Nature,and became man,being conceived of the Ho- 
y Ghofſtin the Virgin (Mary, and born of her, and 
amed JESUS CHRIST ; and having lived on 
arth withoue ſin, and wrought many Miracles : for a 
nitgeſs.of bis Truch he gave up bimfelf a Sacrifie for our 

az, and a Ranſom for us, in ſuffering death upon the 
roſs, 8 being buriedzhe roſe again the third day,and af+ 
ward aſcended into Heaven,where he is Lord of All, in 
lory with the Father : .and having ordained, thar All 
(hat truly repent and believe in him,and love him above 
Ml things, and ſincerely obey him, and that to the death 


(hal 


: ker , Preſerver and Diſpoſer of all. 


' EY. "4 Py 
is. RE” 


| ( 33) RE © 
ſhall be ſaved, and they that will not,ſhall be damne{ jr, 
and commanded his. Miniſters to preach the Goſpelgoel 
the world : he will come again, and raiſe the bodies {{nd 
all men from death, and will ſet allrbe world before bÞther 
to be judged, according to what they have done yg 
the body ; and he will adjudge the Righteous to | 
Everlaſting , and the reft ro Everlaſting puniſhmen  . 
which ſhall be execute accordingly. 


—I— 
—— — 
— _——  —— 


Believe that God the Hol Ghoft, the Spirit of thaw. 


peculiar People, ſanctified to Chrift, and may morti 
the fleſh, and overcome the world and the Devil,and 
ing zealous of gaod works, may ſerve God in Holi 
and Righteouſneſs, and may live in the ſpecial Love a 
Cotnmunion of the Saints,and in hope of Chrifts comi 


d 1 £& 


and of Everlaſting Life, | 


AAS _———. ———Cc ——_——__ 
Ld — 


I DO heartily take this one God in the Trinity of pe 
* ſons,for my only: God and my chief good, and this ] | 
SUS' CHRIST for-my only Lotd, Redeemer and $i 
viour, and the Holy Ghoft for my SanQifier, and ti 
Do&@rine by him reyealed, and -fealed by his Miracl6 
and now contained inthe holy. Scriptures. I do ::# 
for the Law of God, and the Rule of my, Fa:th a 
Life, and repenting unfeipnecly ot my fins ; 1 do refoly 
| thrc.ugh 


= (9) _ =: 50 
through the Grate of God , fincerely-to obey him ; 
CWpoth in Holineſs to God, and Righteouſneſs to, Men, 
[End in ſpecial Love to the Saints, an | 


8 
y 


: | ;, and Communion with 
* Wthem , againſt all the Tempratioris 'of the Devil, the 


" World, and my own fleſb, and this to.the death, + 


[41h _ | TS —————— — hays i 
| nga. to be a Member ofthe particujar Church 
'of Chrift at Eon, whercof Kr Ar mw77 orecrey 18 Fi- 
[for and Over-ſeer : and to ſabmit ro his teaching and 
' Minifterial Guidance. And'to+the over+fipht of Mr. 
aN,E. Mr.F.R, Mr. 1.W.Mr.T..4, Ruling according 
eto Gods word,and to hold Comminion with this Church: 
aq inthe publique worſhipping of God, andin the ftrength 
iy. of Chrift,- to perform all the Duties-of a Ghurch-mem- 
b j bec,co-che members:thereof, that ſoiwe may!Bebuiltup in 
 #Knowledge and Holineſs ; and may the better main- 
hqtain our Obedience unto Chrift 2d 'the Welfate' of 
al this Society,and hereby may the more pleaſe and glorific 


-_- _— =. ——__ 


del God. 

ti 

nd T9this ſubſcribed the ſeveral Members 
at of the Chwrch. - 


_— 


(49) 
E Whoſe Names are under written 
do Aſſent to the ſame Principles % N 
Chriſtian Religion, and Conſent (®) 


the __ Terms of the Corvenant of Grace, ai ig 
do engage in the ſtrength of (briſt, to perfor oe 
the [erveral Duties of our Reſpeftirve (| 
fices,to the ſerveral Members of this Church job 
"and that 1 we will not infringe the liberties, whid,c 
Thee Cbif bath wo thereunts. = 


4} 


/'To this ſubſcribed the Paſtor, 
/..::,., andthe four Elders. 
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-þ ſom by Reaſon of the Agreement that i between 
þ; this Profeſſion , and the Profeſsion of ſeveral 
Churches of Chriſt i# Worceſterſhire : 1 ſhall # 
the next place tranſcribe out of Mr. Baxters Chri- 
fiax Concord, ſome Qbſervations of his concerning 
thas Profeſslou of theirs. ; | 


——————_— 


SPP? N his Explication of ſome paſſages inthe profeſſion, 
Tra, he tels usp. 17.4. For the Profeſſion it ſelf un- 
WS derſtand, that we diſtinguiſh berwixt that which 
Dn Makes a man a Member of the. Univerſal 
A Church(which muſt go firſt)and that which makes 
2 or d:clares a man to be a member, of a particu- 
| lar Church. And therefore we have £ 
wn ſo much as is neceſſary ro the former ( Largely , as 
ing of weight ) and then put down that which is neceſla- 
—þ to the latter ( Briefly, \ Again , That faith which eve- 
Chriſtian muſt have and profeſs, conſiſterh, firſt, in the aflenr 
his underſtanding ro the truth 'of Fundamentals. Secondly , 
din the conſent of his Will ; firſt, to the Relations ber cen 
od and him. 2. And the Benefits following thoſe Relations, 
hich both are offered, 3. And to the duties commanded ow the 
)gound of those relations. 4. Eſpecially thoſe duties which are made 
- } God, the condition of our receiving the ſaid relations or bene- 
and ſo are of flat neceflity thereto. Now in the Apoſtles creed, 
commonly ſo called) borh theſe arc implyed in the phraſe of (be- 
eving in)bur becauſe the grear ſtop now is in mens wils for ſub- 
litting to. the praſtice of nrafelles truths , rherefore we have 
Fought ir neceſſary ( having ſo much Scripture-warrant ) ta 
Fquire diſtinfily a more expreſs yr" x. Of Aﬀent " = 
"Ip $ > 'Iru 


rſt pur 


(42) 
Truth. 2: Of the foreſaid Conſent , the Expreſſcneſs beinyſef it 
no way inconvenientbur in our. Judgements very necdfull. - |moſt 
© Again underſtand) , Thar for the former parr,..the profeſſion op, Ir 
'Aﬀent to the Fundamenrals, we do make uſe of the common Creed,ghd. 
called the Apoſtleg,as our ground and text,and we ſuperad4 our ownwhic 
by way of Comment,or expoſition, ec. - true 
© Afﬀterward,p.20. we thought ir neceſſary ( Taith he) to reduce alljry, C 
the Fundamentals or Articles of the Creed to three heads, viz, Theſthou 
Father, Son and holy Ghoſt, and their relations and works,becauſchof -0 
Chriſt himſelf in the bapriſmal inſtiturion .compriſerh all in rheſer e» 
three, . Mat-28. 19, 20. And many learned men think thar . rhejwe 1 
Churches common Creed was no larger ar firſt' (as Parker de deqwrat 
Yeenſu at large endeavours to prove: And Lud, Crocins Synrag.oc.)Þays 
or at leaſt, that rhence it had its riſe. As for the ſence of ſome feyſer of 
of - 36a that may poſſibly be muſ-ynderftood. I ſhall ſaith hep jtans 
213522, &*c. ) give you my own thoughts, ec. For the firſt part inve | 
mentioning Gods Being,(which we put wy and his primary attri{e p 
bures, we apply the word Infinite xo them all, and by the Infinitneſs Heb. 
of his Being, we mean his Erernity and Immenfity : ( that keſits ſe 
is not a Body, bur a Spirit not viſible, palpable, ec. as bodi by tt 
arey. we — or rat 1er expreſs in the vey, term (.God ) by hy dre 
infinite Wifdom, we mean his perfe& knowledge of himſelf, and 

things .incelligible, paſt,preſent, or to come, their cauſes, manner Joint 
ends;circumſtances, &c. and how all things ſhould be ordered and: 1r 
diſpoſed of for' the beſt./ 'By his infinice , goodneſs we mean 
the perfe&ion of his Holineſs.  Inclination, ( if 1*may ſo ſpeak 
to do good ro his Creatures ,' and in a wad , - whatſoever is i 
God, which we may conceive of in Analogie to moral vertues in ator: 
man which lie in the perfe&ion of his Will, ( as by infinirneſs of of 1 
his Wiſdom, we mean all his intelleQual, perfe&ions ) by the Ink; the 
nite power of God > we. mean his Omnipotency, and all the per-jholy 
feQions of rhar- in God, which bears Analogy with the exccurive| not 

yertue in. man.: for as in deſcribing theperfetions of man , we is to 
muſt ſirſt expreſs his Being, as the Foundarion, and then reduce all from 
his principal yertuesto the. perfe&ion of. his Intelle&t,, Will, and ritzvs 
executive Power : ſo muſt we be forced for our weak apprehenſiong Miſt 
zo do by the incomprehenſible God , while we can know him bu the c 
in this Glaſs. Next, We thought meet to mention his principal thoſ 
Works and relations thereupon, 1. As toall the Creatures qbeki 
whom he 3s. x, The Maker. 2. Preſeryer. 3. Diſpoſer. 2. As the \ 
' the rational creature in particular, of whom, he is che Lord, which] ang | 
rem we uſc.n the Serjptute-ſence, - as it comprehendeth both his] of h 
abioute propriety in us, and his abſoluce Sovexaign Refor-ſhip| inter 
OVEE, US all; 0 which relations of his it is, that;his perfe& Ju} be ( 
ies to be ſubjoinedgang his Mercy ay zothe moſt eminent exercilq and. 


only 
be by 
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deingſef it; God muſt be conſidered as ReRtor, before he 3s conſidered as 2 
moſt juſt and mercifull Re&or. Þ IN 
mn 4 Inthe ſecond part we thought meer, farſt ro expreſs the diſcaſe, 
recd,;d then the Remedy : the firſt lay in fin, the cauſe and its effe&s, 
 ownfwhich as to our loſs is, in falling from God and Happineſs ( our 
true God ) and the ſtate ro which we fell, is thae three-fold miſe- 

e alljry, (ods wrath rhe curſe of the Law; aud the Power of Satan, 
.Thethough God hath not wrath, as man hath : yer there is ſome cauſe 
auſcjof -oar ſufferings in God, which man can have no fitrer conceiving 
heſejor expreſſion of , then under the notion of wrath : and therefore 
. thejwe muſt do as Scripture: doth, in diſtinguiſhing berween Gods 
- de4wrath, and- the effefts of ir, and not make them all one. When we 
>c.)[/ay, man is fallen under the power of the Devil,we include the pow- 
 feyjer of fin, and of the fleſh, and of rhe world, for theſe are bur Sa- 
eyfrans Materials, Baits or Inſtruments. A double power of Satan 
rt inſwe mean : both as 1e is the eauſe of fin, and as = is the cauſe 
trifof puniſhment 2: and therefore is ſaid to have the power of death, 
neſyHeb.2.14.2. The Remedy of this Malady we have deſcribed in 
t keits ſeveral cauſes and parts, which I will leave to your obſervation, 
dicibythe word ( ordained) : we have no reſpe& to eternal decrees 
' hy drerum events; bur ro Chriſt Legiſlation, which is in order ro 
| alffbe placed before Judgement,and its execution, which are next ſub- 
IC jined,e5- Co ; | 
nq: 1n the third part,we thought it mect tv be larger on the belief of | 
the Holy Ghoſt, then other Creeds are : for doubrleſs,as it 1s nor 
k }| ily the Efſfence, and perſon of the father, and the Son thar are to 
in} be believed, bur alſo the relation and works of the Father, as Cre- 
; inf ator, and of rhe Son as Redeemer > ſo is it the relation and works 
5 off of the Holy Ghoſt alſo that muſt be believed to Salvation. And if 
16] the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt be ſo deſperate,doubtleſs belief in the 
er] holy Ghoſt is as neceſſary : and indeed I fear moſt Chriſtians do- 
iv nt underſtand or conſider well this part of their Creed, whar ic 
wel is to belieye in the Holy Ghoſt. I think the ancient Creed cited 
all from Tertullian, exprefſcrh ir excellenrly (M:ſeſe vicariam wins lot 
nd rites ſanZt; qui credentes agat ) it is likely God would have kept the 
ng Miſtery of the Trinity unknown to us, and never have made ir 
ug the object of our Faith, if the ſeveral perſons had not ſtood im 

{ thoſe relations to us, and done thoſe warks for us that muſt needs 

q beknown : I think Tertx!lians terms are an exadt inerpretarion, of 
ro the work { Pzraclete ) it is called vim vicariam, becauſe Chriſt be- 
ch] ing perſonally in Heaven, hath-ſent the Holy Ghoſt to do the reſt 
is] of his work on earth, and carry on his cauſe, and maintain: his - 
pl intereſt till return againſt the-World, fleſh and. Devil, which is to. 
f be Chriſts Advocate, or properly his Apgent/( 94 credentes agat. Y, 
{4 and char is two ways, that. he aftaaterh Belicvers ; Firſt —_— 


(44 ) 6 
hanily,by inſpiring the Prophers and Apoſtles, and caufing them to 
work Miracles, and ſpeak with tongues, &-c. And doubtleſs this 


is 2 moſt principal part of our belief in the Holy Ghoſt, viz, To Y& 
believe that the Spirit which ſpake by the Apoſtles, And by which, | 


Believers did ſpeak with tongues, and work Miracles, was the very 


Spirit of God, even the Holy Ghoſt, and not an evil deceiving ! & 


Spirit (which they that affirm,blaſpheme the Holy Ghoſt) And cons 
ſequently that the many glorious works, and gifts of this Spirit are. 
an infallible ſcal to the Trath of the Teſtimony and Dodrine of 
Chriſt. For you muſt note the order of each part of your Creed. 
The Father is to be believed in as the firſt cauſe and end of man, 
and as his happineſs. The Son is to be believed in as the only way to 
the Farhet, to recover man to his fayour, and to the happineſs 


which he hath loſt. The Holy Ghoſt is to be believed in as the | 


eminent principal way to the Son, by inſpiring rhe Prophers to 
. foretcll him, bur ſpecially by the wondetfrl! gifts and frequent evi- 
dent and uncontrouled Miracles, which were wrought by the Ni- 
{ciples, and alſo by annimating and ſanQifying his People. This 
is Chriſts laft and great witneſs which muſt convince the world, 
or elſc they ſh2\. have no greater to convince them. Secondly ,j 
And the Holy Ghoſt mutt alſo be believed in, in regard of his 
more ordinary actuating of Believers, and that is as'our Guide, 
11luminator, Sanftifier, and aſliſter againſt our ſpiritual.cgemies in 
our conflifts; and Coinforter in our diſtrefſes : in mentioning the 
Spirits in-dwelling, and working ( which becauſe they are more 
undoulted 3 Scripture terms we put inſtead of Tertullians qui rt- 
dentes agat ) we make Belicvers the ſubje&, becauſe though faith ir 
ſelf be the gift of God, yer there is ſo much greater , and more 
eminent Grace given after faith, and on condition of believing, then 
the Grace is which enableth us to believe,thar ir is only the giving 
of rhar greater meaſure ( and extraordinary gifts ) which in the 
New Teſtament is uſually called. the giving of the Spirit. For ( as 
Mr. Thomas Hooker and others expreſs it : ) the Spirit in working 
fairh,doth bur as it were make his way into the ſoul,and then dwel- 
leth and worketh there afterward., as (ſaith he, ) ſome birds firſt 
make their way into a hard tree, by ſtocking a hole in ir,and after- 
ward make their neſt, and lay their young there. A 
Here nete well, that we thou ght meet, before we exprefled the 
particular work of the Spirit in Believers, to mention firſt the rela» 
tive change of their ſtates, which in order gocth berween their Be- 
lieving,and their further SanRification :*theſe we haye expreſſed in 
four rerms. The firſt in order, is our Conjun&ion to Chriſt as our 


Head, called by Divines, our Union with him, The ſecond 1s, our | 


M=mberſhip ig the Univerſal Church, which is his Body. The 
th:;0 is.our pardon, or Juſtification, The fourth is our Adoptions 


em 


i 


Where | 
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(45) 
Where nore firſt : that we call nor theſe ( the works of the Spirit ) 
bur pur them in, as ina parentheſis, berween our believing, and the 


= of the in-dwelling Spirit. 2» Yet we chooſe rather to pur 


Hem in this parrof our profeſſion, then rhe former ; becauſe as ne 


| man hath right to theſe Benefits, bur through faith : ſo though they 


| are fiot the effeRs of thar fairh (which the Spiric worketh ) yer are 


— 


_—, 


they Conſequents of ir by vertue of Chriſts Promiſe, or new Law 3 
and though Faith be not the cauſe of them in ſtri& ſence, yer it is 
the Condition of our right in them z and therefore rhey leem here 
" be placed as Divznes commonly do berween faith and SanQifica- 
10N, 

Note alſ9 thar hy being Chriſt a: uliar peo- 
ple ) we intend friſt the ;Ml ad oC. > wp 29es i 
tion, and alſo the Relation, that thence followeth of being a ſe- 
parated, ſanfifted, dedicated, peculiar people 3 and we take Sanftis 
fication nor for rhat firſt work, commonly called Vocation, whereby 
Faith and Reyenrance are firſt wrought : bur as the Scripture takes 
it for the following effe&s of the Spirit dwelling in us ; how the 
Spirit dwelleth or worketh in us, we preſume not to define. Further 
note, that we deſcribe the exerciſe of rhis Sanfiſication firſt in re- 
ſpe ro the ſtate, from which we are changed, where we judged ir 
neceſſary ro imitate the Church , which hath alwaies in Baptiſm 
required a renouncing the world, fleſh, and Devil : and therefore 
Scriprure making it ——— neceſlary ro Salvation ) we think it 
neceflary that this be in our Creed, alſo we rather pur in (mo 1 fy- 
ing the fleſh, And overcoming rhe world, and the Devil) then meer+ 
ly triving againſt chem, borh becauſe the firſt is the common Scri- 
pture language , and becauſe ir is not all ſtriving, bur rhar whichs 
ends in overcoming , is ſaving. 2. As for the ſtare to which San&T- 
fication brings us, we thought meet, 1. to put down the manner; 
and nature of the inclination ir ſelf in rhe Apoſtles words(Zealors of 
good works ) leaſt any ſhould think thar the external work is all. 
And for the exerciſe of ir, we diſtribute ir according to the Deca- 
calogue. x. Into ſerving of God in holineſs , which hath chief re- 
ſpe& ro the firſt rable. 2. And in Righteouſneſs , by which we ſpe- 
cially mean the Duties of the ſecond rable. 3. Yer we thought ir 
neceſſary ro add ( the ſpecial love of the Saints, and communion 
with them, and the hope of Chriſts coming, and everlaſting life, Y 
Rot a$ if we thought the Decalogue extended nor to theſe, bur & e- 
cauſc Chriſt in rhe Goſpel hath in a ſingular, and eminent ſorr re* 
quired them, and made them Duries ſo ſpecially Evangelicals and 
neceſſary in particalar.And the Antient Creed had [| the Communion 
of Saints ] which therefore we ought nor. tg leave our. Note alſo, 


that though faith, love and obedience be mentioned both in the ſe- 


ſeconZ 


. 


cond party and in the third ; yer it is no vain repetition z for inthe 


. 
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ſecond part they are mentioned, as they appertain ro-Chriſts.Le; 
lation, and Judgement, and are required of man in otder to þ 
happineſs ; bur in the third part they are mentioned - as aQud$, 
confer*d by the Holy Ghoſt. So everlaſting life is meritioned a 
the ſecond parr, as given ( quad jus ) by the Promiſe 3: and as thÞaj68] 
which Chriſt will adjudge usto : bur in the third part ir is men % 
ned as the Obje&t of Chriſtian hope concerning the profeſſion 
"Conſent. Note 1. It was neceſfary we report the ſame things wh 
were before expreſt in the - profeſlion of Aﬀenit; becauſe} - 
is (moſtly) the ſame things which the underſtanding .receiveth 
rrue (rogerher with the truth of Enunciations concerning . the! 
and which the will receiverh as goo - -- Z ak rhe rrurh and o 
xhority, and [ithciency, of Scripture to be plainly included. in t 
Article of our Belicving in the Holy Ghoſt ( as I have ſaid, ) 
therefore we may well: require that it be conſented ro. Laſtly, ll 
derſtand alſo, that when you promiſe to God to take his word, a 
law, as your Rule : you-thew hereby, thar this Law muſt be ſtu; 
ed, that you may underſtand it, Pſalm 1.243,0%c. Eſpecially 
member that it is here ſuppoſed, that you underſtand the ren Cot 
mandements, which ſhew you what 1s your dury, and alſo the gr 
commands of the Goſpel for Faith, Repentance , forgiving wre 
loving the Brethren, and loving enemies, &-c. which Chriſt h 
eminently ſer his Signature on . all this is implied alſo in your 
- miſe of = obedience. Also the Duties of hearing the Goſ] 
ned, of Inftruging your Families, Deut. 6..6. Of "y - 


| wh ent Prayer,of the uſe of the Lords Supper, -&#c. arc here 
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. Þ ON-CONFORMITS, 
| In the dayes of Q. Elizabeth, and 


"a K. Fames , worthy of conſideration 

v4. . * - how far they juſtify the Prece- 7 
- —_— dent Action. | 
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pd Firſt, Teſtimonies out of the Non-Conformiſts 
ol or Po in 9. Elizabetti:s dayes. PF 


& HE Fy-..0 of rhe Reformed diſcipline, 
ccenh: med by the Aucho» | | 
rity of the Church and Printed for 
Magilicareat Frankford, T.V. 1642. 

CIWS, Þ- iv. &c, of the crou- 

| bles at Frankford , lay this down for the 
rder of proceeding to the execution of Dilcipline acd Correcaion 

of offences. 

Article 53. For as much as no Church is fo perfc& but offences 

ay ariſe , For godly ani charitable redreffing and reforming of 
uch, chis order is to be obſeryed. Firſt, if »ny of tbe Congrega- 
zicn be off-nlive in manners or dofrine to any of the Brethren » lo 

(hat che offence be private and not pabiickly known, there can be ro 
derter order deviſed, then tht which Chrik hamſelf bath appointed, 

Mich is, firſt brotherly :0 a@moniſh him alone, it rhar do not pre- 
ail, to cali one or rwo witnefſes, if -thar alſo do not profic, thien to 

declare it to the Miniſt:rs and Elders, ro whom the Congregation 

bath given authority to take order in ſuch cafes » acccrcing t0 ihe 
iicipline of the Church. 
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Article 54, Tiem, That it may be the better known,what is mean: 
by this word, Diſcipline, or correQion of vice, we think that there | 
2 three degrees of Ecclefiafiicsl Diſcipline 3 the firſt that the of-{1T 
fender acknowledg his fault , and ſhew bimſelt penicent before the : 
Miniſter and ſeniors : the ſecond, That if he will not ſo do, as well |; 
his O izinal Crime, as alſo his contempt of the Miniſters and E]- | yrep 
ders ( who haye rhe authority of the Church ) be openly declared (hal! 
by one of the Miniſters before the whole Congregation, and that he gain 
therfore mcke (ari:faRtion both for his Original Crime , and alſo] tigf 
for his contempt of the Miniftefs before the whole Congregation, | cate 
and that he be nor admitted to the Communion before he have ſaris- sfſer 
fied 3 the tlird, That if he remain iti!] obſtinate before the whole | 44. 
Congregation , 8'ter a time ro him by the whole Congregation li-l his 
miced to repent in , he then ſhall be openly denounced excommu-| may 
riicate, which excommunication ſceing it is the uttermolt penalty} auch 
of Ecclefi-ſical power , ſhall not therefore be executed until the 
mater he heard by the whole Cburch, or ſuch as it ſhall ſpecially ap- 
point thereunto, N 
Article 55, Ttcra, If any perſon ſhall be a notorious known of? It is 
fender, ſo as he is offenfive to the whole Congregation , then ſhalz a»d 
the Miniſters 8nd Elders immediately cail the offender before them, but | 
and travel with him to reduce him to true rep2nrances and (atisfying} nics 
the Congregation; which if he obſtinately refuſe ro do, then one off ing 
the Miniſters ſhsli ſignify bis offence and contempt rothe whole| ny, 
Congregation, deliring them to pray for him, and turther to aflign] the 
him a day to be denounced excommunicate btfore the Congregs-| the 
tions. except in the mean time the offender ſubmit himſelf before the] ther 
whole Congregation ro the order of the diſcipline.” the 
And whereas Mr, Horne bath obj«Red againſt the 54 Article, That! ent 
the authority of the Faltor and Seniors ts all wiped away , for that] con 
ciery thing is therein referred tothe confuſed multitude of the Con-| dot! 
gregation, Mr, Whithead anſwereth pag. 140. That except the| doy! 
matter be uſ:d as we have provided in the diſcipline, both the au-| / 
thority and liberty oi the congregation is wiped away , and a meer] hed 
tyranny eſtabliſhed, 


| 


Ta'cC.v*. 11. joir 

The authors of ihe firft admonicion to the P:rliamenr (ay, pag.6.| tha: 
That to Miniſters, Seniors and D:acons, is the whole} jn : 

Printed Regiment of the Church commicted , which conſiſts] and 
1617, eſpecially in EcclefiaRtical Diſcipline, the chiefeſt pan] Ch 
and the /a{t puniſhment whereot, is excommunication} wrc 

by the conſent of the church derermined, if the offender be obſtinate.| wer 
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; The Authors of the ſecond Admonition to the Parliament ſay , 


re 
f. 
: (9g: 58, 59. That the Conſiftory, which were to be had incyery 


Congregation , ſhould excommunicate the ſtubborn in thac Con - 
qregntion , making the whole Church privy to their doings , and 
ſha}l upon repentance take order for the receiving ſuch an one in a* 
gain , moking open profeſſion of bis or their repentance, ro the (a - 
tisfying of the Congregation 3 yer ever ſo muſt they excommuni» 
cate, and recelve the excommunicate in again, that they require rhe 
sfſenc of their whole Congregation, ſhewing the grievouſne(s of his 
fat , and how they have proceeded with him by admonition , and 
his contempr, which they ſhall do both becauſerheir upright dealing 


may 3pyear tothe whole Church , and becauſerhey may not vſurp 
authority over the whole Church. 


Sz C Tc IV 
Mr. T. C. in bis firſt reply, pag. 147. ſaith, 


Itis cerrsin that $t. Paul did both undertsnd Mr. Thomas 


ad obſcrve the rule cf our Saviour Chriftz; (Cartwright. 
but he communicaterh the power of excommu- 
nication with the Church, and therefore it muſt needs be the mean- 
ing of our Saviour Chriſt, that excommunication ſhould be by me- 
ny, and not by one , and by the Church and not by the Miniſter of 
the Church alone 3 for he biddeth the Church of Corinth twice in 
the firſt EpiRle, once by a Merapbor, another time in plain words, 
thet they ſhould excommumcte the inceſtuous perion , and in 
the ſecond epiſtle underſtanding of the repentance of that man, he 
entreaterh them that they would receive him again z and therefore 
conſidering the s8bſolutionor reconciliation of the ©xcommunicate 
doth pei tain unco the Church, it followeth that the excommunication 
coth in like manner pertain unto it. | 

Afterwards be tells Dc, Whitgift, tha: to prove that the Church 
hed nothing to do with excommunication be ſhould kaye ſhewed , 
that Paul onely had the right of excommunication , and then ſaith 
heto him, you 3re manifeitly convinced by Sr. Puts words, which 
joineth the Church with him therein , (ſaying, thar he had decrecd 
that the doerof that fa, by his ſpiric., and them gathered rogetbcr 
in the name of Chriſt , and by his power ſhould be given to $sr3n : 
3nd if it were jn St, Pail alone, why doth he chide with the 
Church thac they had not alreacy cxcommunicared him , before he 
wrote untothem to fignifie his will ro exccemmunicate? Andif it 
were inthe Miniſter cf the Church onely , why doth St, Pavl chide 
and fharply rebuke ihe Church for that the inceZgous man was no: 

Ds 8 


| 52] 
caſt forth? why doth he chargc che Corinthians with that which 
was the onely feult of the Minitter? 


Now that Mr.(,artwright did hold that it pertaineth to a particu- | 


lar Cburch thus to excommunicace, appears, becauſe p.z4. he ſaith , 
Thar in the primitive time Chriſtians that were in one great City 
were fainto gather themſelves out of all the corners , and from all 
the ends of che city , to one place being not able to divide them- 
ſelves into many Parithes , ſo that we read that the Church which 
_— was at Antioch wrote unto the Church at Jeruſalem » and that of 
Jeruſalem unto them art Antioch , and S:, Paul to the Church at 
Rome  'at Epheſus, &c. which ſpeeches do declare, that by all 
lik:lyhood in one greac city they had but one Congrega- 
tion. 
And whereas Dr. hitzift anſwereth, chat the Apoſtle joined the 
Corinthians with bim as lookers on, or as witnefl:s, 
Printed not as doers ia thata&tion, Mr. T. GC. in his ſecond 
A*.1577. reply, Part the (:cond pag. $1. demands who hath 
taught him ,thus to play with the Word of God ? 
whereas S', Paul aſcribert the (ame cauſe of the corporal aſſembly 


whcrewith he (aich , his Spicic ſhould be (after a ſort) therez If 
therefore St. Pauls Spiric were (after a (orc and as it might) there, 
to look on, and io be witneſs onely, then the Church was alfo 3 elſe 
let him ſhew us with what words St, Paul declareth that his Spirit 
ſhould be there for one thing , and the Corinthians for another ; 
but what a ſhameful defence this is, that one voic* 1 Cor.s5, 12, de- 
clares » whereby the Apoſtle giveth unto the Church the judg- 
ment of this matter 3 nowto judg or give ſentence of MalefaQors , 
is more (Ichink) thentolook on, or be witnels , and whar that 
judgment: is, is yet more clearly decla.ec by rhar which followeth, 
where the ApuRtie ſaith verſe 13. that the Lord judgeta thoſe thar 
are none of che Church giving to underſtand thac they had onely 
to uſe their cenfures upon thoſe of rhe Church , and that they 
ſhouid leave the infidels to the juigment of God, So that if be 
jay thar the judgmene of the Ciurch is nothing but a Jooking 
on, &c, he muſt alſo expound thrle words, the Lord judgeth 
the infidels', that is, the Lord ſtandeth by , and lookerh on whilf 
ſome other puniſh them 3 likewiic the writer to the Hebrews, Heb. 1 2. 
I5. giveth to the Chvrch that they ſhould provide that no poyſoned 
root remain 3m2ngtt chem , which ajtbough it be carried of ſore 
from the perſon ro rhe crime, yer it is certain both by the place 
of Moſes, Dcut. 29.18, trom whence it is raken, and by the 
ſccpe of the Apottle, that jr is to be unde-ft>od of the per- 


ſons, for he exhorteth che Church, firtt to give diligence | 
chat þ 
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of the Church for thac ation , which he doth unto thar preſence / 


— 
S) 
a 


cY Pn FY FRY, we 


_— IT 


| 


T7 ca” GH TH a Y”% CE Gs 


SS CD wan S 


\ 
2 


ſerve excommunicaiion, 1 Cor.5. 11. the offences tbere mentioned, 


| Ll. 2 
that rhere be no ſuch amongſt them: then if there be , not to 
ſuffer them to remain ro the infe&ion of o:hers, which yer 


| 2 is alſo more manifeſt , becauſe thac which he (pake before by x 


Metsphor he expounderh in the nexc verſe, when he (aich, Ler chere 
be no whoremonger or prophane perſon, &c. 

And whereas Dr. Whitgift had ſaid that Paul chideth with the 
Church before he had ſignified char he would have them excom- 
municate (though ir belonged nor to the Church , becauſe they did 
not complain of him.) T. C. pag: 82. ſaith, there is not a |«trer 
of this ro be gathered in the Holy Scripture , and what a miſchict 
had it been tor the Church to have had no remedy for ſuch a con- 
tagious diſcale ar home ? 


S » © x. WW 
The Author of the Fruitful Sermon on 

Rom.1 2. ssking pag. 83. bow it comes to paſs Mr. Chaderton, Mr. 
there is ſo many wicked wretches in Eng- of Em. ({l Cant, 
land ? ſaith, is nor the cauſe eyidenr ? be- Printed 1584. 
cauſe we lack Elders 3nd Goyernours of eyery bs. 
congregation to atmorith , corre& , ſuſpend and excommunicate 
ſuch noiſom, hurtful aad monfſtruous beaſts out of the houſe of God 
withour reſpe& of perſons. | 


SK © x7, Va 
The Author of the learned diicourſe cf - Eccleſioſtica] Govyern- 
ment, pag.89. ſaith, that in every church there ought * | 
to be a Confiſtory of E'ders or Governours witch D-, Fulk, 
with the Paſtor may take charge of Eccleſiaſtical Di» Printed ' 
ſciplinez and pag. 91. he ſaith , the authoricy of the 12584. 
Psftor with the E'ders is, firſt ro puniſh off:nders and 


| bring them to repentance, or elſe to cut them clean from the church, 


25 rotten and infefted members, but tere we haye (ſaith he) to 
enquire for whar offtznces che church may proceed to lo ſherp a pu» 
niſhment, for God forbid ikar the [word of excormmunicetion 
ſhould be drawen our to cut off the members of our body for every 
[mall diſeaſe that is in them , bur onely when the diſeaſe is dezdly , 
and the member rotred thereby, for we ought as hardly to b: brought 
t9 excommunicate any of our brerhren as we would have a legg or 
an arm cur off from our body,ther: tore che Popifhcyranry is de eft4- 
ble, which thuncreth out their pretended excommunicat ion for 
every trifle, &c, as though it were bur a {mail matter , ro pur men 
out of the proreRion of Chriſt, and to deliver them to the ty= 
ranny of Satan ; leſt therefore we ſhould uſe ſuch unreaſonable ri- 
zour the Spiric of G3d teacheth us what manner of ſins de» 
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and fuch like, are to be puniſhed by excommunication; alſo an ob- 
Rinate Heretick that will not repens by admonition is worthy of 
this puniſhment , Tit,3. 10. 2Tim.2.16, 1Tim.1.20, 2 Fd 
10. 11, and not eacly theſe great and notorious fins, delerye this 
correction bur alſo lcfſer crimes » increaſed with contumacy and 
contempr of the Churches admonicion, become worthy of the 
ſame caſtigation, rheretore ſaich our Saviour Chriſt of prfvate 
offences , Matth. 18, 15, 16. &c. the Apoſtie St. Paul likewil: 


2 Theſ.z. 6, &c. concerning thoſe rhat were idle, and walked 


diſorderly , will haye all gentle means uſed to bring them to labou 
and good order, but if they would not be reformed for any 2dmo 
nition be commandeth them to be ſeparated by excommunication, 
Thar this Author thought that theie officers of particular Con- 
gregations ougbr for thole oftegces ro excommunicate { but witt 
rhe conſent ot the peopie) appears 3 for pag. 84. he ſaith , ther 
ought to be a Conſiftory or Seignory of Eiders, or Governeuts, 
which ought to have the hearing , cxamination , determining o 
all __ pertaining to Dilciplive and Governmenc of th 


points , that they be choſen by the conſent of the whole Congre 
gation 3 and then the ſecond point for the moderation of their ay 
thoricy in ſuch (ort that their ſentence may beche ſentence of ch 
Church, is this, that when the Confiſtory bath travelled in ex 
amining of cauſes pertaining to Ecclchaſtical Diſcipline, and a 
greed what judgment ought to paſs upon the mactets , they prc 
pound ir to the whole multitude, that ir may be confirmed by thei 
conſent; whereof the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks rouching the execution 
of excommunication (becauſe rhe fa& was manitc!t) x Cor. 5.4, 
When you are gathered together. with my ſpirit in the Name of out 
Lord Fefus Chriſt , and with the power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt u 
deliver ſuch an one to Satan. | 


And afterward pag. 97. he ſaith , it is manifeſt rhar albeir the] 


Apoſtle defired nothing more » then thar the inceſtuous adulterer 
ſhould be excommunicated , and therefore determined of him 
for his own part as abſentin body bur preſent in ſpirit , yer he ac- 
knowledgerh he couid not be excommunicated without the conlent 
of the Congregation, being gathered together in the Name of $ 
Lerd Feſws Chriſt, 1 Cor. 5, 4. 


egation : which authority of theirs nevertheleſs ought te 
be moderated, chat their judgment may be righly accounted Hf 
Jadgmenc of the whole Church 3 whick thing conlifts in two 


——- 
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$z cr, VIL 
, The Author of the full and plain Declaration of EcclefiaRical 
/ Diſcipline ſaich, pag.172. That excommunica- 
tion is a cutting cf from the Church the party Mr. Travers, 
2g:inſt whom ſuch a ſentence is given, ana de= Printed in Eng- 
priveth bim from the bleſſed hope of the chil- liſhi574 1n 4». 
dren of God, and waiting for the promilcs., 
together with the ſigns and ſeals thereof, which, both pramites and 
Sacraments are given to the Church alone 3 lothacby hs, as it 
was in that molt grievous ſentence and condemnation uf tbe Ro» 
mans all the Rights, Priviledges and Freecoms of a Citizin of 
the Cicy of God are clean loſt and taken away, and being calt our 
of the Kingdom of God , is delivered co the kingdom of da:k- 
neſs, ſeeing there is no mean, but that be who is no: of the one 
Kingdom muſt be of che other, Col. x. 13. Therefore our Saviour 


} 


Chriſt deciarerh chat by this ſeatence, a man is pronounced to v 
an Echnick and a Pubiican , which being ſpoken in ripe, of 5. 
Jewes isas much as if one ſhould ſay , now in reſpect of Cliri- 
ſians, a Paynim, a Szraccne or a Turk, and St. Paul declaceth 
itco beadelivering to Saran, I Cor.5. 5. which ſentence the more 
grievous it is, ſo much more care and heed is tobe taken againft 
whom we pronounce luch a ſentence, therefore this (word is to be 
handled and ruled by the word and Command of the High Judy, 
and ts be drawen cuc onely aginſt chem , 5gainſt whom he ſhall 
command it to be drawenz INow our Saviour Math, 18, 17. de- 
clareth generslly, that every one who ſhall be diſobedient to the 
Church (exhorting him to ackaowledg and bewail bis olterce) 
ſhould be hoiden 8s an Ethnick and a Publican, and St. Paul mare 
pzrticulariy declareth an Rererick is to be excommunicated, Tt. 3. 
:0. and thole guilty of rhe crimes rehearſcd, 1 Cor.F. 41, and 
2 Theſ.z. 6. Afterwards be faith pag. 17431 75+ thar as there hath 
been fauir in roo much rathneſs among the Papiſts,in pronouncing 
ſo heavy a ſentence withour due cauſc,lo there tath bin no 11s faule 
inchis , that by negligence this wholeſom (everi:y when juſt cauſe 
requireta is not executed,tieceby the holy Myſteries of Gol are withe 
our any puniſhment daily protance, the holy things zre pre iticuted 
to fipful livers, and (which our Saviour forv14detb) precious 
ſtones arc caſt before hogs and (wi:.e , yeazthe holy Myltcries ror 
onely protaned, but the Church is brought into an undoubred done 
ger, foras muchas it is to be feared left the reft of the boty be 
infeQed with the ſame contazion, and even they themſelves vho 
be ſuch , hesp and double their condemnation, in ccming to ths 
Lords table ; for beſides that the worlhip of Gd 15 Kept Pre and 
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_ thority that there be no violence nor tyranny uſed , and therefore 


good will allowing of the Godly 5 Juſt and Honeſt detetmi- 


| FG 
undefiled by this ſeverity , the LI Church alſo , and the parties 
themſelves that are guilty are beſt by this means provided for , and 
that the Church is thus provided for, is ſhewed, 2 Cor. 5. 6, ang 
that this doth pertain to the benebr of the guilty parties is ſheweq 
x Gor.5.5. the Apoſtle ſhewing this to be the eng of deliveriag the 
inceſtuous man to Satan that his Soul might be ſaved inthe day of 
the Lord, whereby we ſee that this is a Medicifie , a ſharp and bit- 
ter medicine indeed but not n Gead'y puniſhment. 

That this Authors judgment was, that this excommunication 
ſhould be with the conſent of the people, appears, for pag. 277. he 
ſaich, by what be had ſpoken we may ſte by which of che three 
eſtates of Jawful Government (which are where one is Soveraign, 
dr more, or all ) the Church is governed , for as much 2s all 
things are governed by tte aw hority of ceriain choiza men, 
who are chief in th Congregaticn for godlineſs and ver-' 


rue, we may call the government of the Church, Ariftce | 


F 


cracy; but theſe choſen and pick: our: men do foexcreite this au- 


thar they adjoin- to their own authority (elpecially in marrers of 
great weight as in chooſing or depoſing any officers or iti ſulpending 
or excommunicating any man} the conſent of all the people 5 for 
we read it to have been thus done even from the ApoRIles time till 
Diſcipline was cercupted , as appeareth in the Acts of che Apo- 
les written by Sc, Luke, and the Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory of the 
primitive Church 5 lo that in this reſpe& ir ſeemeth chat the Church 
is governed rather by all then by a few, and therein to reſemble 
that ſtare of government wherein the Commenalty is chief. 

That the judgmenr of this Author allo was, that thus excom- 
munication is to be uſed in particular Churches appeareth by what 
followeth, pag. 178. Neither ((aith be) is tbis the manner of go- 
vernment of Parith- Churches onely , bur the ſame alſo is io be 
kept in Synods, for tbercin the Soveraignty is reſerved to Chriſt, 
by whoſe word ail things are governed, as in a Monarchy, the aſ- 
ſembly of Elders decree by common counſel , the people with all 


) 


4 


nations of the atiembly, or making th:m void , and of none 
eftct , if they be not ſuch as in the la& fate, wherein the 
xeople kath to rule, 


SpCT, 


| 
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The Author of the Counterpoyſon gives theſe Mr.Dudley Fen- 
reaſons, why it doth belong co the Psſtor and ney , Printed in 
Blderſhip of a particular Church to ex:communi- 4 part of a regi> 
care by the conſent of the people, pag. 469. fer, in 4*. 

&C. 
Firſt, ſaith he, If cur Saviour Chrift Matth. i 8. when he ſaith, 


tell the Church , meant not one Bithcp , becauie one cannot be a 


number , nor one alone a Church , and he goeth upward from one 


to two, from :0 to more, not con rarywiſe from twoto one , nei- 


ther can it be meant of many Churches , for then ic muſt be all the 
whole Church ( in the pbraſe of the Sciipture ) and it were a con- 
tufon and impoſſibility tor many Cburches , or the whole people , 
to hear all ſuch Ecclckaftical cauſes, but do mean upon theſe reaſons 
a particular Congregation ; then our sfiertion is moſt t1ue and cer- 
t3i115 the firſt is proved, therefore the ſecond is true. 
\ Secondly , That which the Apoſtle makes the judgment of a par- 
ticular Congregation , that muſt necds appertain tothe Paſtor and 
the reſt of the Elders, as the geyernours and to the people as 
conſenters, bur this the Apoſtle plainly cxprefſ.th, 1 Cor. 
5. 12, Whyjudg ye nit thoſe that are within ? Stiparate hin there 
fore from Amongſt you. | 
Thirdly , 1t ir be the eſpecial duty of the Paſtor by the authority 
of the Elderſhip to deliver the holy Sacraments to the worthy , and 
to detain chem from the unworthy , then unleſs he ſhould b: com- 
pelled to give them to the unworthy , ard withhold them from 
the worthy , excommunication mult belong to him with his 
fellow Elders 3 bur the firſt is manvifcR by the Scriptures, Le- 
Vit. 10. 11, Zep.z.3. 1 Corinth, t1. 26,27. Therefore the 
aflertion is true, the conſtquence of the firſt part is manifeſt 
becauſe he muft deliver them to all no: ſuſpended, and ex- 
communicated, and to the reſt hz muſt notz the conſent of 
the ancient times agree to this, and he quores rhe Canons of 
ſeycral Counceis, and rhe ſayings of Ferome, Cyprian, Auguſtine. 


581] 


SECT. 9. 

The Author oft the Demonſtration ſaith P.$ 1, Te 
Mr. #dal, Chriſt hath ordained excommunication for tk 
Printed in 4% laſt remedy againſt fin, and only to be uſed whe: 
neither zdmonition , reprehenſion, nor {zparation 
from the external communication of the Saints , for a time wil 
ſerve, Mat-18.i5, And that it cutteth a man off from the Churd 
of God, and giveth him over to Satan, as one in adeſperate cal, 
x Gor.5. 5, And P.82, That excommunication may not be done by 
one m3n, bur by the elderſhip 3 the whole Church conſenting there. 
unto, becauſe Chriſt bach commanded it to be done by che Churgh, 
Mat.18.15. Sr. Paul enjoyned the Churchz when rhey were me: 
rogether, ro ex:cute this cenſure, 1Cor,5.5. And becauſe tho( 
muſt excommunicate thar are to deal in the other parts of difci- 
pline, but the other parts of diſcipline are exerciſed by rhe Church, 
- 8s he had proved 3 the autho:s he quotes as conſenting with him arc 
tele 3 Ciprian ſaith, (Ciprianl.3.Ep.10) He would never do a- 
ny thing in his charge, without the counſel of bis elders, and cons 
ſent of the people. Ep 14, The elders and other Church- offi? 

cers haye as well power to ablolye as the Biſhop. 


Ep. 19. For as much as abſolution belongeth to all, I alone dare 


no: doit. Auguſtine ſaith (Aug.l.z. Cont.epiſt.permen.) Tr help- 
eth much to make che patty more aſhamed, thac he bs excommuni- 
cited by the whole church. Ferome (aich (Ferim gd dem. cp, 1,) 
That rbe elders have intereſt in other cenivres of the Church, 
an4 the Church ic ſelf in excommunication. Bucey ſaich (Bucer 
dereg.Chr.l.z.c.g.) That St. Paul accuſeth the Corinthians,for that 
- whole Church had not excommunicated the inceituous per- 
on, | 
SECT, 10. 

The auchor of che abſtraQtgourt of che Canons 

Mr. William Stough- arguerth chus againſt excommunication by 


zon Profeſſor of the one alone. Þ.166,167. No chief member of 


Czvil Law. any body,can do any thing in the body,wich- 
out the conſent and afhifance of bi; follow - 


members, but every Biſhop is a chief member of a body , therefore 
no Bi.lcpcan do any thing in that body, withour the coaſent and 
afliftance of bis fellow members 3 the reaſon of the firſt propoliti- 
on is this, whatſveycr is good or evil for one member, the ſame is 
good or evi] for eyery other member : and being good for one, ic 
muſt nceds be allowed of all 3 and b:ing bad for one, ir muſt needs 
be &iallowed of all, which natural reaſon taking place inthe natu- 
ral body , the Lawrranflated unto the political or ſpiritual body ; 
an 
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and willeth that the ſame be allowed of all ; | 

that coucherh ali, and if any thing once <Quod omnes tanget 
Tvſq touch and concern all,it cxnnot by anothes ab omnibus approbetur, 
” thi, rule in law be tranſlaced ro one 3 thet which 
whe 1s once mine , cannot without my will bz taken from me again, 
Ktion Moreover touching exconmunication , by 
will there is one other ſpecial reaſon, why the <Quod [eme! meum eff ſinc 
ur] Biſhop may not excommunicatealone, mea voluntate & me aufer- 
Caſe] withouc che conſent of the Chapter,be= 74, non poteſt, 
e by] caule this kind of puniſhment is the 
ere. greateſt puniſhmenc in the Church; for ic 15 ſaid by law to be aterne 
ch morizs damnatio, et ſatans traditio,a condemnation to eternal death, 
me and a delivery tg Satan, 
loſe And atcerwards ſpeaking againſt ic as a cuſtome, that, that cu» 
[ci-| ſome that one ſhould excommunicate alone , is againk the force of 
ch, Ecclefiaftical diſcipline, and liberty of the Church , 2nd therefore 
are] notavailable, P, 187, he tHus argueth, whatſoever is againſt the 
as] policy of the Church of Chrift, infticu:ed by God , for the whole- 
Ms lome adminiſtration and government thereof , the ſame is againſt 
ng - force and power of Ecclcfsſtical diicipline,but (o is that cultome, 

Cc. | 

re The ficlt propoſition is plain from the definition of Ecclthaftical 
p-| diſcipline, defined to be the p:licy of the Church of Chriſt,infticu= 
-] ted by God,for the good adminiſtration & government of the lame: 
)| The tecond proroftion,I prove, Becauſe whetſoever is no: ir ſirured 
} 
r 
. 


by God for the government of the Church of Chrift,che ſame is not 
the policie of the Church of Chriſt j bur that cuſtome-is not in- 
ſticuted by God , for the government of che Church of Chrikt, 
: cxcommunication by many is infticured by God, das. 18,16,17,18. 
: (or.5.4,5. Anocher condition of a cuRome lawfully prelcribed , 
is, that. the ſame ſhould nor be sgaiukt the liberty of the Church 
of Chriſt 3 now char that cuſtome is againſt the liberty of che 
Church of Chriſt , appears, becauſe ir is againſt the liberty of the 
Congregation of the faithful 3 which 1 prove from the eſſence and 
nature of liberty, which, ſaith the Lawyer, is 8 natural faculty co do 
that, chac every man is willing to do, un{:(s by force cr law, he be 
reſtcained : by chis definition , of the liberty of a natural man,may 
appear, what the freedome of a man new born ovgh: to beznamely, 
ſuch a gracious liberty, whereby he might throughly without re» 
ſtrainc, perform whatſoever he would in the ſpiricual ſervice of the 
Lord,unleſs by violence or poſitive law, he were reſtrained : now by 
thar cuſtome, the whole company of che faithful in rhar pact, is 


[:cluded om this franct ability , to do what ic would ia the _ 
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[60] 
of God, namely to baniſh frem her Society and Fellowſhip all ſuc 
as have by their own miſdemeanors baniſhed themſelves from &; 
obedience of the Lord, | 


SECT, 11, | | 
The Author of the Humble Mation te the L. of the Councc|, 
having ſhewed, Thatthere ſhould be an Elder. 
ſhip ia every particular Church, ſaith, p.19,26 
&c. In the Cenſures, Paſtors, Teachers and 
Governing Elders have the full Authority. Matth. 18.17,18,19. 
except that in ſo great a matter as Excommunication the people 
bave their intereſt, in that # Member is to be cut off 3 therefore 
that was don? in a fuller Aſſembly, namely of the whole Church, 
I Gor.5.4.2nd the whole Church is direed by Pau! to receive ſuch 
an one again, 2 Cor,2.6,7. 


Printed 15 90. 


$E Cr. 12. 

The Author of the Book ftiled, De Pol. && Diſcip!. Civ. & Ec- 
cleſ. tum Iſrael, tum Chriſt iznz Reip. proves, That che Officers of, 
2 particular Chyrch, bath power to excommunicate from the in- 


Rance of the Church of Cerinth, 


The Apoſtle in the firſk of the Corinthians, exhorts the 


Pag.49. Inprive ad Corin- 
thios Pau'us Corinthios hortatay, 
ut Conzregath unit omnibus, pro 
jure dry, 4 qut patris ux5ram 
h:ve0a; 5 ine traieretur, Wo. 
At n: quis *::1et ho; quod fuct+ 
entum eccleſis Cirinhiang pre- 
ſulih;s pracipi:vat, Pauls huma- 
num eſſe iuveriums 14co dixit 
in nomine Domint, & cum pote- 
ftz:e Domini neſtri Feſu Chriſti 
nam perinde eſt, ac fs ho; modo lo- 
cutus Oſſet, congregate vos juxts 


Domint or dinationem, C7 co'gre- 


gatt, inceſtus, ac rebellionk, cri» 
mine conuiatum pro authoritate 
Cbriſti,qut judex inter v0s ſedct 
EXCOmmunaicate, 


Corinthians, taart being met 
rogerher by divine authority, he 
who married iis fathers wife, 
ſhou'd be delivered ro Satan, 
and leſt any ſhould think, tha: 
what Pail command:d the 
Othcersof the Church of Co- 
rinth was an bumane inventi- 
012, therefore he ſaith, In the 
Name of the Lord, and with 
the power of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; which is all one as if 


' be bad ſaid, Gather your (elves 


rogetber by divine appoin:menc 
and b:ing gathered rogerher by 
the Anthority of Chrift, who 
fits as Judge amongſt you, ex- 
communicate him that is con- 
victed of inkeſt and rebellion, 


\ 


) 


Secondly, 


Secondly, Teſtimonies ont of the Non-Confor- 


* * miſts in King James his dayes. 

n 

Lg. 

ple 

a» SECT, 

» He Author of the Reaſons, proving a neceſiity for Refer- 


mation, pag.18 &c, proves, Tbat every 

particular Congregation of Chriftians by My. H, Facob, 
Gods exprefle Word ought ro have and uſe the Printed 1604. 
D | Eccleſiaſtical Government of it [elf3viz. accord- 
£ ing tothe order (er down for a viſible Church in Gods Word, by 
7 threethings. Fe 
| Eirſt, The viſible Churches of Chriſt were * x Cor. 1.16, 
in number many * and divers; (and not enly and 4.17,&c, 
one) by the Ordinance ot God bimlſelf. 

Secondly, Chriſt and bis Apoſtles infticuted and lefe particular 
ordinary or conſtant Congregations true and proper vitible Chure 
ches, or they left nor any one viſible Church (in che whole world ) 
conitituce and compact of diveile ordinaty and conſtant. Congre= 

a:ions. 

, Both theſe Points are mcſt manifeſt and undeniable in theſe 

places of holy Scripture foliowivg 3 Firlt that flo- 

riſhing and plenritul Church of Corinth was * bur * x Cor.1 4.23 

one particular C:ngregation, whereot the Apeſtie 

ſaith thus, 1/ben the Whole Church i come toge- © As 14.27. 

ther (6h 7% auTs) imo orc place; which alio we * Juſtin Mart. 

may likewiic affirm of the Utierch of * Antizoch, Ap. 2. 

and cf ” Rome, and of © Feruſalem, ando jJU- © AF, 5, 22; 

| pheſus, ia theſe dye; for thuugh theſe Cries 2 

WeEreg great and populous, ye" being unÞ-lieving, 7 44: 20,28, 

and haretul enemics to the Goſpel, eacb of them 

bad then of faithfui Chriſtians, buc one parricular conſtant Con- 

gregation only, &c. All which bring conf14ered icis plain, That 

in the greateſt Cities, or whereloever <lierhe Apoſtics appointed 

and lett true and preper vittible Churches, particuiar conſtany 

Congregationss Which further ajlo appears by thoſe many and 
| diftin& 


[52 ] 

d ſtint Churches of * Galatia, of > Macedonia, 
2 Gal.1.2. ot © Aſia, of * Achaia, of © Fudea, of * Gallile 
I {,or. 16.1, 
b , Cor.8.19,23 
cx Cor. 16.19. 
d , C0r.a8. 24. 
ex TVeſ. Þ. 14. 
Gal. 1.21. 
t 4s 9. 31. 
s AAS 15. 4L. 
nb {fs 14.23. 


niaand Pifidia, &c, Each of thele being (eve. 
raily buc ene particular conſtant Congregation z 
whereunto molt fitiy agreeth that injunCion and 
command of our Savior Chrift couching a viſible 
Church, where he inſtituceth the external ſpiritusl 
power thereof ſaying, Tell the ((burch or (on- 
gregarion, if be kear not the ((hurch, let him be un- 
ro thee as an Henthen and & Publican, Maith,18,17, 
Where he mult nec: flarily be underſtood of a par- 
ticular Congregatiou,which may be told and ipoken to only; as 
allo that deſctiption «ta Viſible Church which our publick Authe- 
rity in Englund ceichtth; AG, ig. viz, A Viſible Churchis a 
Congregation ot t:ithful peop.e where the Word ot God is preachs 
ed and the Srcraments miniltred, &c, Dr Bilſon alſo (Bilſon 
ag. Semin. lib 2.p4g.: 70,) where heſaich, The Church is never 
taken tn the Oid or New Teſtzment for the Prieſts alonebur gene- 


rally for the whole congregation of the faitbful 3 in «xA#.20, 28.the | 


church is raken for the people. And (L7b,z.p.70.)it is Mat, 18,17 
the waole multitude of the Faithful, where be and they (the offen- 
der and the off:nded) live. 

The third point ro be marked , ſerving for the proof of the 
propoſition before, is a general and ſure maxime in Divinity, viz. 
The true and proper viſible Churches of Ehbriſt, both heretofore, 
now and hereafter, though many im number, yer all are but one in 
nature, form, and conſticution 3 and each of them bath imply one 
and the ſame fpiritual or Eccleſiaſtical power, immediately from 
Chriſt (not derived from any other) co govern ir ſelf withal 5 to 
which purpoſe the Scripture ofren ſpeaks of the vifible Church , 
incefinicely as of only one 3 25 Mat.22.2,8c i Cor.12.23.Mat.6.33 
i Pet.2.5. Tſa.2.1,2,3. 1 Tim.3.5. Becaule in nature and form, 
and inthe true conftitution, as alſo in the ſpiiitua] power thereof , 
it is va'y one; yea, it ſaith alſo in plain terms, that there is one body. 
Eph.4;4. 1C0r,12.13, Where is meant the Chuich ; bur it is to 
be unceritood, that ir is one in nature and power , as I (aid, which 
muſt of neceflity be ſo, becauſe Chriſts inftitation of a vif,'e 
Churches external government before noted, Mat.18.17. muſt 
belong equally to eyery true and proper vitble Church 3 whezetore 
a;{othe nature, form, ana conſtitution of every ene, mult be the 
ſame that this is, which bere Chriſt bgnificth in Matthew , which 


exidencly was a pacticuiar Congregation , as before we obleryed © 
tg 


and Samaria, of 8 Syria, and Cilicza, of Þ Lycag-1 
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to which purpoſe, one of our adverſaries, a famous ſchoo[-Divine, 
(Hook.li;3.p.13 2) Ihewerb, that by clear and undeniable reaſon, the 
overnmenc Eccletiaſtical belongeth ro every viſible Church , 
roperly ſo called. And the praQtice of the Apoſtolick Churches, 
doth juRifie and confirm ir, which being ordinary particular Con- 
gregations each of them, did or might by rheir miniſters ( and 
themſelves in preſence conſenting) chuſe elders,,AG 14.23, 2 Cor. 
8.49, And excommunicate oftendors, 1Cor.5,4,5 Mat.18.ip. 
Neither cergainly did ChriKt ever inſticute,or the Apoſtles practice 
diverſe kinds, or forms of viſible churches, neither ler they any to 
baye greater, or [eller ſpiritual power then other, &'c. Whence 
now it floweth by a neceſſary and undeniable conſequence , thar 
theſe three conc|ufions inſuing are likewiſe certain 3nd true, r, Thar 
every particular ordinary congregation of faithful people in Eng- 
land is a true 2nd proper viſible church, jure dzvino, by right from 
God. 2. Every {uch congregation here and every where is indu- 
ed with power immediately from Chriſt to govern it ſelf, Ecclefi - 
aſt ically or ſpiritually; 3. Every true and proper vihbleChurch every 
where, is but one ordinary or conſtant congregation only. And 
then no one church conſiſterh, neither can confiſt of many ordinary 
diſtin congregations; wherefore no diocean church is ordained 
or allowed by Chrift, noprovincial , no national, ard lo likewiſe 
no uniyerſs] vifible cburch with an external! governement , 
correſpondent to the ſame , as the catho:ikes beretically do bold ; 
A univerſal militant church, I deny notzbut a univerſal or catholike 
vihble church, with corceſpondent government ; 1 do deny, and [o 
likewiſe the reſt, &c, | 
Aiterwards P.27.29, Whereas ſome mayined that they ſaw 
thetr grounds to be direaly againſt a Mona: chy ; that this Ecclefi- 
aftical government bring popularftay hey) ir can never be manag'd 
without trouble,and tumu't; beſides other cbings, by way of anſwer, 
he (aich, Ic is erue,we acxnowledg,we allow anc velice cleftions and 
excommunications by the free conſent of the pzopiz, of cach parti- 
cular ordinary congregation 3 neither.is this to be recxoned any po 
pularity, whica can cither be prejudicicus to princes, or tumujtuous 
Init {elif 5; No, it cannot be an inconvenient order, bur moſt rez- 
ſonable for any place or people in the world, ſeeing we do expreſly 
hold this aficrtion no otherwiſe (»nd we beartjly pray that it may 
be noted) bur as it is grounded en foure circumſtances, 1, Inre- 
eard ic is {3s We are well 2fjured) a Divine orcer and Ordinance 
inſtituted for each church, by Chrift and his Apolties. 2. Conti- 
dering that we allow the peoples conſent, and voice-giving incle- 
Qions, excommunications, &c. to be gone only by the Chriſtian 
People of oe parifh,that is of one part iculgr ordinary congregation 
| only, 


-, 


[ 54 ] 
only,and by no greater and larger number cf people, by any means,| af 
3. Conſidering that in the manner hereof, we hold this only to be | Chu; 
neceflary and ordinary , that the Ecclefi affical guides here (apariſhew 
from the people) do firſt by themſelves prepare and derermine the pofl 
whole matter,namely in ſuch ſor; rar the people may not need todo [1x it. x 
ought afterward, bur only conicyt with them , and freely fignifie [yn 
their conſent. 4. If any wh:rc ir ſhould fail out, ' that this people [he C 
cbus guided and ſo being few,will yer preſume ro be in their cburch- |je& 
ele&ions, Cc. unruly and vio'ent 3 then the Princes n tdweiling |yernn 
office of Juttice,may and ought to make chem keep peace and quier- equall 
nels. A; 
Afterward P.80, &c. he teis us, Some will nor yei1d that eve- _ 
ry parcicular congregation or chriſtians, ſhould be allowea tor a ci- ing t 
ftin&, and aproper church viſtble z and (oro enjoy their own Ec- land ( 
clefiaſtical government, which in themſelves) albeit againſt Ie;they pindi 
havs norcalon unleſs p<rhaps this only 5 If it were fo (they will [heir 
ſay) yer will noc thereby all things become perfect , ſomewhat nots| Af 
withſtanding will bz wanting or amils oftentimes , how ſhall this ſpace 
be hoipen or amended ? He anſwereth, ſomewhac will be amiſs 2l- ling 
ways in wharſocver Eccichaſtical government 0n earthznevertheleſs}jaa p 
thece is no need of anyEcclchaitical unwritten traditions in Chrifts lone « 
church : we believe and know Gods written word to be ſufficienc, [jowin 
a greater Eccleſiaſtical government , then the churches we know [ordai 
none; there is nothing without the church above it, viz. Eccleſie |1. 5. £ 
aſtically and ſpiricually, yer i: is true (belides the magiſtrates ho- [each 
nourable afliitancc) there is grear and ſingular , yea, fomerimes |þer , 
inaſorr, neceſſary help ro be had by Syi:ods. Bur touching any | :s bei 
cer:8in government by Synods, or neceflary impoſing of their Sy- |eth ch 
nodal conclufions y decrees, or Canons upon churches without |be ſus 
their particular free conſent 3 this ſeemeth to- be a meer bumar- "c 
Ocdinance , I cannot find ir (-ither expreſs or by necefl:iry c: 
ſequence)in any part of Chrifts Teſtament :- Thus writeth here= jon 3 
of che Reverend Mr. Whitaker (Whit.de conciliis.p, 44 )Luod omnes | and c 
atingit, ab omnibus approbari debet ; thar which concerns 8li , | one 
ought :obe 3pproved ot all, Again (þ 23.) Concilia fi ſompliciter. | «hol 
-neceſſart4 fint, Chriſtus altcubt pracipiſſet cclebrari, aut ejus ſaltim | ny of 
Apojtcli-quad ramen nuſquam ab illis, faftum «ſe leginius 3 it coun» |ſome 
c:is were fimp'c and necetlary, Chrilt ſom: wher:: wou.d have com | on is 
manded to keep them, or ar leaſt his Apoſtles, which yer we do not | Ap 
read, thi they did any waere. Further(p.z5.} Erſs reſppſe, de quibus | Gocs 
#n con:ilio, deliberatur ct conſultitur ſunt ſacra ct rcligioſe 3 ramen ' alſo (, 
hoc ipſum con ,regare epiſcopos eſt mere Toailixiy. Al heugh the | Magr 
things deiiberates and Conſulced of in a councii be holy and reli» | Jutt 
gious, yer this thing co aſſemole Biſhops , or paſtors of divers | ſhipp 
ckurches together is meerly civil, Atter- |' 
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s.| Afterwards p.45. he makes « of rhis as an argument, that the 
de [Church which is to have a minifter ought to bepreſent, andto 
riflbew a liking and conſent in their miniſters calling » becauſe in the 
Rt Apoſtles times , the Church had a conſent in excommunication, 
© |4s ir app:ars , I Cor. 5.4, 5 & 13s Which agreeth with Chriſts 
e own Ordinance and preceprt, Mat. 18, 17, Now (laith he) if 
le [the Church was to excommunicate:z ſurely the Chvrci alſo was to 
)- |ele& her miniſter, for thele are the two main pac;s of the hoy go- 
z lvernment, Bgclefiaſtical , both which muſt belong to the Church, 
i= [equally and alike. 

Again p.51. heproves that there was then a neceſſity of Refor- 
= mation, becauſe there was grievous [acriledg commited in depriv= 
- ing theordinzry paſtors and teachers of all che Churches in Eng- 
;- land (che Apoſtles true ſucceflors) of their office and miniſtry of 
y binding and loofiag, forgiving and retaining che ſcandalous fins of 
|| their own fl-cks. 
| Afterwards p. 57. &c. he [ayes down this afſertion, That for the 
iS [ſpace of rwo hundred years atcer Chriſt , the viſible Churches 
- fuſing Govecnment were particular ordinary Congregations only ; 
[$359 proves both sranches thus, fiſt, Thar a Church was then bur 
$ ſone ordinary congregation , is proved by theſe Teſtimcnies fol- 
» ſlowing. /Firk(ſaiih he)ler us conhider that in the Apoltles days,the 
w [ordaining of Elders 7/7, lw x) nd] £142.10 iay City by City,T3E. 
» [1.5. And chu:ch by Church, Aﬀs 14.23.was all one thing,becauſe in 
- [eachcity, in tholc times there were not many Churches in num- 
$ [ber , bur one only proper Church or Congregation of Chriſtans, 
y | as before is proved. Then for the nexr age, Tgnatzus plainly ſhew- 
= [eth che common {ta:e of the {vjiſ1dle Churches in his time , aiſo to 
© be ſuch, where he thus wric«th (Tgnar, ad. ral.) Withcur a Biſhop , 
- "out a S<nate of Eiders , without deaconsz &c. without theſe 

is is Church , nocumpany of Saints, po holy Congregartis 
- jon 3 furthcr alſo periwading the Church of Fhzladeiphza, ro unity 
s | and concord, he ſaith, I exhort, you ale one taich, one preaching , 
» | one ſupper of the Lorc,for there is but one communion tablezto the 
r.\ hole chirch , : berc in this city) and one Billio> with the compa= 
2 [ny of Elders, ai:d deacons, It we tranſlate 7409 TH,carnnolay 85 
- |ſome like b-tter (co every Church) diftributively, then cur atierti- 
- [on is more clecrly avouched. TOY 
t] Apain,cuching the church of Pk;ladelphia,he ſaith, The Bithop is 
5 | Gocs Embaſlador toa people that areroge:hir in one place, be laith 
2! alloſo much touching anorher viſable church , namely, in the city 


Magncſit, all of you come together into the {ame place to pi5yer 5 


Juttiz Martyr ſhewing the manner of the Churches, wor= 
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ſhipping of Godin the cicies, where they wire; obſcryeth the ſawe, 
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[_ 66] Þ 
he ſaith that on the ſunday,as ir is called, all (the chriſtians } dwel= 3 
ling in the Cities , or abroad in the country, do come together into 0 þ 
the ſam. alacez ir is very like that this was ſpecially ſpoken of {"'*! 
the church of Rome, ſeeing there Juſtin wrote and offered up his A- a 
pology,to Antoninus the Emperor. I a 

T<rullians Teſtimony alſo ſeemerh very agreeable in this point, FP 
where lo:aking of chriſtians ordinary congregations in cities , 1n 43 
his cimehe ſaith, Corpus ſumus, 8c. we are all one body, 7s. and ag 
again, Coimus in latum ct aggregationem, we all cqme togethe! up 
into a company and congregation 3 he ſaith alſo of the ſame fingu- SE 
lar congregation , Ibidem eſt cenſura drvina, &c, there are di- 44 
vine cenſures exerciſed 3 the judgment is given with greater weight 
ec. Euſebius Hiſtory ſheweth that the churches of the moſt fa 
mous cities were each of rhem primitively no more but a pariſh on}. 
ly, that is bur one ordinary conſtant congregation only 3 as wher 
he names, lib.z, 11. the church of Jeruſalem, the pariſh of Jeru 
ſalem ; and 1ib.3.28. thechurch of Epbeſus, the pariſh of Epheſus; if 
and ſo of 1aAlexandria,of Hierapolis, of Corinth, of Sardis, of Ly 7 , 
ons, and divers churches, the pariſh af Grete; he quotes alſo Epy 
phanius contra Hare. 7 3. 

Secondly, That particular ordinary congregations had in the 
ſelves their own governmenc Eccletiaftical 3 chis is plain byt 
of Ignatius writing to one of them thus, Ic is meet for you as bei 
the church of God , to chule by common conſent your Biſhop 3 a 

to another particular church thus, (ad Smyrn.) In t 
Tznat. ad, church which is with you at Smyrna, rhere is not a 
Philad, thing above theBilhop,he meanerh the Biſhop or paſi 

of che particular congregation is of greateſt Authorit 
and above any other, there whom{oever; ſo that they in that congr 
gation had all government ſimply and ſolely among themſelves; 
{peaks here of governing ſpiritually, nor civilly, for thus the m 
gittrate is ſupreme,in and over each church, Tertullian in the pl 
before ciced theweth as much,ſpeaking of each particular ordina 
congregation,there are divine cenſures, they judg with great weig 
and adviledneſs, as being ſure God ſeeth them, the spproved elde 
do govern theſe cenſures , there is no ſuſpicion of any reftraiar, 
abridging , particulax ordinary congregations , of their © 
TEE Sor » till Dzonyfius the 13, Biſhop of Alcxand (ini 
at loonett, 
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The ſame Author in his divine beginning, af ". 
infticution of Chriſts true viſible or miniſte! Thi 
al Church, . 2, &c, he gives ehis definition 

| Chrif 


Printed 1610, 


13|Chriſts rrue viſible church, A true viſible and miniſterial church 
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ro fof Chriſt , is a number of faichful prople joyned by their willing 
of [conſent in 4 {piritual outward feciery , or body politick, ordinarily 
\ {yming together inco one place inflitured by Chriſt in his New 


dls ® . - » . . . » 
in tion) in and for ir (elf, immcdiately from Chriſt ; in the which 


ſeſtament 3 3nd having the power to exerciſe Eccleliaftical go- 
rrament , and all other ſpiritus] Ordinances (the means of ſaiva- 


1{[{finition (faith he) as the whole narure of Chriſts true miniſterial 


Let 
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<arch is evident, (o out of theſe words there { Of a ſpiritual out- 
ward ſociety, or boy politics, ordinarily coming together kato one 
place] we 2re to obſerve amongſt ather things , namely that Chriſts 
rue miniſterial church hath in ic a power of (pirirual policy, not 
compounded, bur luch as is lingiz, that is over perſons, not of many 
ordinary Congregations , but of one ordinary congregation only 2 


Again,here we are weil to obſerve that the compound and the lingle 


Jor uncompounded policy or government do differ the one from 
[tbe other, by a main ana ſ[pectal difterence in the very kind, nature 


and form, (not in tbe accident) of the yery government, For firft 


Ficris manitcſt that theſe two, vis. A fimple and uncompounced 
\ form of government, and a compound torm cophiting of ſundry 
fnterior,and ſubordinate politick bodies,are contra- divided (pecies, ' 


or oppoſite kinds of government in general; And therefore they 
muſt needs differ the one {rom ihe other , by a ſp:cifica! , thee 
is, by an eſſential difference , wbich may be turti er ſeen and cx= 
emply fied by comparing the form or kind of government, Dicceſan, 
Provincial, National, or univerſal 3 and namely that of the old 
Jewiſh Church, which was nations] , or rather after a ſort, uni- 
verſa] under the law, with the ordinary government of the Chr'- 
ftian particular congregations under tbe Goſpel, theſe ſpiritua] out-» 
ward goyernments (3s a] [ce )diffcr in their nature,and 1A their pro 
per ef]ential form, not only the one cesfing necef{irily, and being 
no more when the other cometh in pjace, but alſo mcit evidently in 
this, that in the one a Minifter may ciſcharge his whole cfhce by 
himſclf 3 in the other he cannot witourt ſubltiiutes and depuries 5 
which is without controverſy , a ſubſtantial diffcrence 2 finally all 
men know that theſc kinds of governments,viz.Democracy, Ariflo- 


cracy, and Monarchy do ciffer torma)ly, and cllincia]ly,the one from 
the oifter;z now the chriſtian churches true and right governmenc 


(inidis regard chat the whole company of the people do give there 
tree conlent therein) is 2 certain Pemocrary7, the Dzoceſan, Provin- 
cis] and Catholick governments are Monarchical, or at the beſt are 
Ariſtocraiical ; let not any be offended, that the churches true 2nd 
right governiment is ſaid to be a Democracy or popuiar governteat. 


T his goverament is to be informed,direfted,by the paltors chicfly;' 


E 2 ang 


[69] 
and alſo by the grave aſſiſtant elders ; and therefore indeed this 
Government is not ſimply and plainly democratica],but partly A- 


riſtoccatical, and partly Monarchical, and ſo ir is the next Govern=y 
ment , which the learned do judge to be the beſt Governmenc, | 


WC 
Afterwards in the proſecution of his third argument, he (aithin 
Maz.18.17. Byche Church is mzant a particulizr ordinary Con- 
grega.10n,or a company of chriitiansuſing to aflemble in one place 
wich authority , for toe managing of their own ſpiritual affairs, ſo 
thar Chriſt teacheth 3 yea,and r:quirerh in this place of Scripture, 
that his viſible and miciſte:ial Church ſhall be ever of one certain 
outward form , namely of this ſpecial form, of a particular or- 
dinary Congregation , and of none other , for this ſentence of 
Chriſt ouc Saviour [Tell the Church, &c.] muſt ever univerſally 
and perpetually have force and uſe among Chriſtians, 1 am not ig- 
noraht , that again& this ſenſe of this place, chere are many ob- 
jeRtions made by ſundry gainſ(ayers of the truth , but all in 
Vali), 

Oblj. Some obje& , and fay , that this aflembly is meant of the 


Jews Synagogue, and not of any Chriſtian meeting, becauſe av| 


this time chere was not any Ctriltian Cengregation in the 
world. 

LAnſ. 1aniwer, there isno one circumſtance , in all the text 
that requireth rhis (entence to be meant of the Jews Synagogue, 
bur there are many clear circumſtances to the contraty, as afrerward 
will appca-. 

As for that which is here further ſaidzthar this word (#xzAnoia) 
aflembly) cannot be mean: of any Chriſtizn-meeting , becauſe-ar 
rhar time there was not any Chriftian-Congregation inthe world, 
I anſwer, it is to be underſtocd,no: of any one par ticular sflembly, 
definicely,but indefiticely, and generally of Chtiſtian afſemblics, 
w.'ich ſhould be af erwardzfor as Moſes in the wilderneſs preſcribed 
many orders,which afterward ſhou'd be,and were kept in Canaan, 
albeir the people were not yet come thicher, even ſo doth Chrift Je- 
ſus in this place , he Coth note out , he limiceth and confinerh bis/ 
miniſt-ria] Church indefinitely z which ſhould be gathered toges!\ 
ther ſhortly aſrerward, and thould be ſct up by thoſe his Diſciples; 
:o0 whom hic here {peakerh,ſhewing that it ſhouid be an (<puanse) 
orcinary Congregation,and none other larged or defuſed company; 


2n4 thus te here authorizerh the ſame to have power of (piricual| 


government z that is, to be his vitible Church , and alſo be doth 
preſcribe and appvint here afore-hand , the ſpecial order and form 
of his Church- Government, which ſhould afterward be eftsbliſh- 
ed,viz.:hac ic fhould be by the Churches ſpecial cognition, and cone 


ſent} | 


! 
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ſent, for he ſaich, Te the church, if he bear not the church, let him, &c. 
Obj. Yet ſome ure tarther 5 2nc 13y , how could the Diſciples 


[hen know what che word Church or Congregation ſhould mean 3» 


ſeeing then ar thc time there was no ſuch aflembly {namely of 
Ehrifts Diſciples) in all che world ? 

An. 1 anſwer, Tha the Dottrine thereof might wz:! 2nd riohit- 
ly be deliverco oy our Saviou. bctore-hind, though bis followers 
did "not preſently underftan4d it, 3s the DoQrine of ChriBs reſut= 
re&ion was delivered Jong butore ir was underſtood, Mat. 16.21. 
Likewiſe the cal:ing of the gentiles, Luke 12, 29, Menth.22.910, 
Fobn 10.16. And alſo ts, that Chr'ics Kinedome ſhould not be 
any woricly Kingdome, Fohn 18.16, Mat 2 0,26. &c. For which 
cauſe, Chriſt promiſed his Spicic to kis Diſciples. which ſhould vring 
all chings in due time to their remembrance , that he had kefore 
taugbr them; Fohy (4, 26 & 16. 13, $0 that they ſhould all chen 
in convenient time arc order, underſtand kis words , though at tirft 
they did not. Secondly, Though as yer there was no ſuch Congre- 
garion of Chriſtians at this time, yer che Diſciples might very well 
underftsznd preſently what be {aid beczuſe o:her Congrey,2tions 
and aflemblies were noc things unknown to them at that time, 
WH 

Here he is large in anſwering the objeRions of Eraſius, and 
therein anſwereth choſe that will have this plsc? underſtood, tbough 
religioufly and ſpiritually , and concerning Churct- Govcrnment, 
yet lo a5 that i: ſhould fignifie a conſiftory of Church- Governours, 
diſtin from the Congregation of the pcople, they ſay this place is 
to be taken figuratively by a Synechdoche, of the whole tor a parts 
and not in the proper ſenſe of the words, 

I anſwer, Fitſt there is no cauſe in the world, nor urgent reaſon 
why it fhould be © taken here, wherefore ] avouch ir ought not to be 
taken figuratively, for aiway in ſuch caſe, the general Rule of incer- 
prering Scripture requireth that ir be properly underftocd ; I 12y 
when there is no ſpecial and neceflary cauſe, why it ſhould be an un- 
proper ſpeccÞ, 

Secondly, This muſt needs: be meant here of the whole allem- 
bly of the people, conſidering thar never in any author , no uſe of 
[peech(meaning Eccleſtaft ically jfor the ſpace of two hundred years 
afcer Chriſt , this word Eccleſi& was taken but orly for the wh-te 


 allembly of the Church , wherefore itis trange to tale ir in this 


place Contrary to all good Authority, &c. : 

Ob5j. Afterward) it is obje&ed farther , that the 21 verſe of this 
chaprerz requireth often , and (as it were) continual fcrgiving of 
cur brother , offending us, which ſheweth thac che offences here. 
ipaxen of are privace injuries > and” that here in the chapter 

| | S 3 - | before 


yo 1] | 
before going, we are not willing to bring vbem forth co Ecclefis ſti 
cal cenſure. | 

Anſ. The 22. verſe bindreth not the bringing forth of cheſ!' 
offences ro Eccleſiaſtical cenſure, this verſe requirerh indeed the 
private and perſona! forgiving the wrong done to'us, even Continu- 
elly, thar is, that in our hearts we bear him no kind of grudg or 
malice for the ſ3me 3 howbeit we may , yea, we mult ſeek ro the 
ſpicitual mears appointed by Chriſt for cureing our brothers ſoul, 
lying in fin, or el{e that he may be removed , leaſt like the (cabbed 
ſheepe, he infef the reſt 3 this may well be done, and yet that per» 
ſonal forgiving, have pl:ce alſo, 8c. 
 Afﬀterward, His ninth argument ggthis,If the authority and power 
of church-government doth ſtand in the churches free con{ent;by the 
abſolure and immu:zble Commandment of Chrift, then bis rruc 
viſible and miniſcerial Church is an ordinary and patticular Con- 
Eregntion only, and healone is the authcr , inRictutor, and framor 
of the ſame his Church and Government: every where , bu: the 2u- 
thoriry and power of Church-Governmcn: doch ſtand in the Chur- 


chcs free conſenc by the abſolute and imaiurable Commandment oj) | 


Chrift, fecing tuat Chrift hath fimply commanded (that iS without 
1eſpe& of any changeable circumRances) Church-Governm: nt by 
the Church+s free conſent, forthe Apokiles raught Churches fime 
py to practice Church-Governmenrt, by che Churches free conſent; 
the conſequence is clear from the 18, 24a? zo. 1 Cor.r1.1,2,3. the 
allertion 1s proved, in that ih: JApoſtle ſpeaking of one part of the 
Church government , ſaich x Cor. 5. 13. Pur ourzcr caft ou: from 
amecng your ſelves, this wicked manz and 2 Theſ.3.14, IFany man 
obey not our laying in this letter, note him 2nd have no company 
with bim, that ke may be aſhamed 3 rb is be. wrireth and giverh 1n 
coarge to the leveral whole and intie Churches : likewiſe concern- 
ing abſoiution of the peri. en. ſinner, ke wricera co the whole church, 


that they would be willing to conſenc thereco, 2 Cor. 2.8, Where- 


fore Ipray youthac ye would confirm your love towsrd him 3 and 


ro this purpoſe he mention:zth them all, verſe 3.5. the very (ame, 


the Apolilcs taught by their praCtiſe , concerning the making ct 


Ciurch miniſters anocher -part of Chucrch-Government, for Paul 
and Barnzb2s, ordained elders, As 14. 23. by the peop'e,!itring 
up their hands , or by their tree voiee=giving , throughout every 
Chuich 3 the like did the Apoſtles inthe Church of Jecuſalea: 
Acts6.2. The twelvecalled the multicuds- of the Diſciples toge- 
ther,and ſ22d, &c, wherefore (verſe 3.) brethren look ye out among 
ver, &c. here rhe Apottles appoint the peopie of the Church, to 
coule their cwn dercons, but they bave much more reaſon to have a 
| ce conſcac in the checiing of their paſtors , by how much mor 
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dear the ſafety of their fouls, is then the right diſtribution of thetr 
money. * 


Y 
\[4 Laſtof all, che ſame they did yeild to the people (ſo far as was 


poſſible,that chey might) in the chuſing and 5ppointing of Matthias 
tobe an Apoſtle 3 as appeareth, Ads 1.23. and they preſented rwo» 
&c. and verſe 26. And he was by common conſent, counted with 
the eleyen Apoſtles: Again in another point of Church: Govyern- 
ment 3 namely in determining and conc]uding 8 coniroverly in rc- 
ligion, the Apoſtles took the expreſs conſent of the people, as ap- 
pears, Ads 15.22,25. which ſurely was for example to poiterity, 
though in reſpe&t of the Apoſtles teaching , it was not necc{la- 


ry. 


DT 
The {ame Author in bis declaration, and plain- 
er opening of certain points, wich a ſound comfir- 


mation of {come other,contained in bis Divine be- 


Printcd 16:2, 


.ining, &c, ({ceing exception was taken, that he ſhould therein 


aſſert, that a vitible and miniſterial Chyrch is a company of people 
aſſembling for the execciſing of Religion, and adminiftring among 
themſelves, the holy things of God, and particularly the whole Ec- 
cleſiaſtical government,as occafion requireth; there may be aChurch 
(ſome (ay )which adminiſtrech not the whole ecclchaſticsl Govern= 
ment) he anſwereth, p.8.5. that there is no viſible miniſterial or po= 
litical Church, if icbe of Chriſt, buc *t hath power and right from 
him, to adminiſter the whole Ecclefhaftical Government, as weil 
as any part, though I doubt not a true Church may be abridged in 
the actual execution of the Govern menr, 3s allo of (ome other of 
Gods Ordinances. | 

And where ezception was alſo taken , cuat he ſhould ſay, that 
Chriſts crue miniſterial Church is ſuch as hach power over perſons , 
not of many Congregaions , bui of one ordinary Congregaticn, 
p.10z&c, be proves his affertion thus, Becauſe in Chrifts and the 


Apoſtles infticution, and practice all miniſterial Churches , were - 


bur one ordinary Congreg?tion only (7.e.) each of them conſiſted 
of people belonging to no more ordinary Congregationszthen one 
only, &c. 

's, Objef, If any reply that to be but: one ordinary Congregation , 
or many is no ſubſtantial or atlencial d ifference in a vitible Church, 


and then this is a changeable condition therein, and may be altered 


by the diſcretion of men, . | | | 
Anſ. Here I deny the firſt part of this objeQtion 3 ir is a ſubſtan- 
tial difference in a vifible Church, to be but one ordinary Congre- 
4 OE Ez T7 ” 
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gation 


itt 


m_ by 72 
gation or many , or at leaft thele divers eſtates are inſcpar*bly 
joined to the elſential differences of viſible and political churches 


his Arguments to prove irare theſe ; firſt, that body policick which |, rye c 


admitteth not the peoples free conſent in their ordinary government 
diftereth by a (ubſtantis] and eſſential difference from 3 body politick 
which admitterh the ſame'freedom, bur a vicible church Dioceſan or 
Provincial or larger , is a body politick that admittcch nor the peo* 
ples free conſent in their ordinary Government, and a church 


which is bur one ordinary congregation is a body policick that ad- 
mitteth this freedom and can admit jt weli> &Cc. 


Secondly, That church which og: cf the very natureand form of 
the confticution thereof mketh pluraiity- men and nen-reſicence 
Jawful 3nd good Minift:rs of the Goipel , the (ame differeth by a 
ſubſanrial differ:nce from that cburch where no Miniſter can be ſoz 


bur the Dioceſan church and Provincial and larger are churches of 


that nature ; the chief and princip'e Paſtors in theſe have charge 
of Souls of many ordinary congregations , alſo in ſuch wile 8s char 
they neither do nor can yicld their ordinsry perſonal preſence to 
their people , and they lurely are plursli:y-men and non-refidence, 


&c, His fifth reaſon is this, Thar viſible and political church þ 


which hath ker foundation in Chrifts Tetzmenr , and alſo hath 
ſer bounds and limits there, differcth eflentially from that church, 
which neither haih ſer bounds and limits in Chrifts Teſtament, 
nor any foundation there, Bur a church which is only but one or- 
dinary congregation hath her foundation in Ckrifts Teſtament, 
and alſo hach ſer bounds and limits there » 8nd a 7jocelan or Pro- 
vincial churck hath neither, &c. 

Bur becauſe the conſequence of his Arguments ( uz. If in 
Chriſts and the Apoſtles infticution and praftice all vifible churches 
were each of them but one ordinary congregation then all Chriſts 
true Churches now, till, 3nd for ever 5re {0 and ouzhr ro be (0) is 
true but upon ſuppoſicion , tha in Chrifts 3nd the Apoſtles inſticu- 
10 and practiſe all churches then, were each of them but one or- 
cmary congregation ; he therefore pag. 20, &:, endeavoureth ro 
proveir, Firſt, Every vifivie Church whict had the peoples free 
content in their or-inzry government rightly appointed , the ſame 
was onely one ordinary congregation, for, 8s he (aid p3g.14, This 
freedom of the Chriſtian people orceriy and religiouſly praiſed in 
a church , makerh thar the ſaid church of neceſſity muſt confift of 
perior's belonging not to many ordinary congregations , and thoſe 
mecting in far remote places, &c. bur all Chriſts true viſible 

cnurches mentioned in the New Teſtament bad the peoples free 
content in their ordinary Government rightly appointed as hath 
becn proy:d, Ris fifch reaſon is, if the moſt floucithing church of 
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' | Corinth in the Apoſtles times was in._the whole but one ordinary i 7 
* | congregation then ail other churches at that time were ſo t00 , for all i". 
| |; crge churches of Chriſt they bad then but one form , nature and 
+ ) conflicurion. Burt the moſt flonriſhing church of Corinth 
| inthe Avoftles time was in the whole bur one ordinary congrega= 
* | tion, for (o the Apoſtle (aith of it, 1 Cor.14.2 334 Whenthe whole 
| | Church 7s come together into ore place, the like we may note chap,11, 
| | 20. and 5.4, Torhis it is idle, to fay as ſome do, that thoſe words, 
The whole church came rogeriier into on? place, are to be underficod 
diftriburively, of many jcveral ordinary congregations then be- 
longing ro the ehurch of Gorinth 3 thoſe words are evidently ſpo- 
ken touching all , and to all them to whom the E viſttle is direRed , 
and alſo in that manner ; bur che Epiſtle is dire&t- © 10 the church of 
Corinch in general colleRively, 1C0r.1, 2. frown theſe words 
are ſpoken to che whole Corinthian church in gMeral colleQive'y, & 
ſo they met 3 ſome further obje&t 2 Cor.1. 1, tothe church of {o- 
rinth with all che Saints which arc in 3il Achaia, as if all the Saiacs 
that were in all Achaia made then bar one vieible church with that ar 
Corinth , and (o the Corinthian church was then a Dioc:(8n cr Pro- 
vinciai church but as wel! may they conclude from 1Cor.1.2,To the 
church at Corinth Saints by calling,with all that call upon the name 
of our Lord Jeſus Curift in every place, &c, As well I ſay may 
they from hence conclude that all who cs!led on the name of Chriſt 
in cvery place then made bur ene viſible church with that at Co- 
rinth z and fo the Corinthian church then was an univerſal viſible 
church. His fixt}. reaſon is this, if the Apcſties where they (peak of 
Chriſtians ſer in ou: ward order through a Province , do atver men+ 
tion any one general church of chat Province or of a Dicre(*, but 
alwaics many ſeveral chutches, ſuch as were each of them cne ordi- 
nary congregation onely , then inthe Apoftles rimesibere was no 
Provincial or Dioceſan church, but onely fuch as were each of them 
one ordinary ccngregation onely, But whers the Apoſtle {pzaks of 
Chriſtians (er in outward order through a Pavincs., greatcr or leſ- 
ſer, they never mention any one general church of the YVrovince, tur 
alwajes many ſeveral churches, as is to be iren by rheir naming 
\ piuraily che churches of G3latia, 1 Cor.16. 1, Gal. 1. 2, never one 
tngular church of Galatia; lik: wiſe plurally the churches of Judes, 
Gal.1. 21, 1 Theſ.2, 14. and of Macedonia, 2 Cor.8, 1, and of 
Alia, x Cor.16, 19, Never find we one church generally in any 
of theſe Provinces. 
It is objeSed, that the church of Genchrea was a Pariſh {ubordi- 
| Nateto the church of Corinth 3 bur this (aich he pag. 30. is cafaly 
| provedto br falle, Paul calletb it a church properly , and not by 
the figure Syngchdoche, as Fgnifying a part of a church, and _ 
by Ubi: a a 
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whole church ,. there is no cauſe of Pauls figiirative ſpeaking in this 
place, &c. 


S% ©37 1%, 


The ſame Author hath writ a whole Book more of this ſubje&, 
and ftileth ic An Atteftation of many Learned Godly and famou: 
Divines , &c, juſtifying this DoQrine , that the church Govern. 
ment ought to be alwaies with the peoples free conſent , as alſo 
that , that acrue church under the Goſpel containeth no more ordi- 
na:y congregations then one. In bis firſt chapter he ſheweth the 
great importance of the matter there handled wiz. that the people 
ought to have their free conſent In their own churth Government ; 
in the third chapter hg produceth the Teſtimonies of Bexa, (alvuin, 
Viret, Zuingliue , Luther , Bucer , Peter Martyr, Muſculus, Bul- 
linger , Gualter , Urſin, Danceus, Tilenus, Futius, Piſcator , 
Ghemnitius, Whitaker , conſen:iong with bim 3 1a the fourth chap- 
ter he ſheweth :har che confeſſion of the Bohemian churches, the 


Helyetian Confeſſion, the Genevian Liturgy , the French Liturgy, 


the publick order ſer forth in the Low Countreys,the Synod of Tille- 
burgh in Naflovia 1 582.the churches under the Paulſgrave, yea,the 
churches which follow Luther” do conſent wich bim. In the fifth 
chapter he produceth the Teſtimonies of the beſt Antiquity after 
the New Teſtament h erein conſenting with bim ouc of Euſebius , 
Cyprian, the Nzcene council , the council of C:2rthage , of Con- 
ftantinople, &c. In the fixth chapter he thewes that Dr. Bilſon, 
and Dr. Downame acknowledg this truth; inthe ſeyenth chapter he 
enumerateth the conſequences of greateſt concernments that follow 
upon the peoples tree content in rheir church Government. 

As if it be ths Ordinance of Chriſt, and practiſe of the Apo- 
| Mles char the church Government ought alwaies to be with the peo- 
ples free conſent, then firſt it followerh thar every true church is 
one ordinary congregation onely , all che pzople cannor poſſibly by 
any means give their free conient in the ordinary church Govern- 
ment (neither can any perſon take it of all them) juſtly , orderly, 
and conveniently , in a church ſo large 8s a Dioceſan, much leſs as 
a Province, or a Nation, and leait of all ſo large as a Univerſal 
church, &c. 

Secondly , It followeth that ſuch Synods or Presbyterians cannot 
be approved , which rule imperiouſly over the congregations , and 
- impoic cn them (whether they will orno) their As and Canons 
under ſome ſpiritual penalty, as excommunication, [uſpenfion, de- 
privation , degradation, from the Miniſtry, &c. 

Thirely, Ir followeth that Lord Biſhops arc ia ſeveral rbings un- 
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lawful and contrary to Chriſt 3 nowa Lord Biſhop and a ſpiritual 
Lord we alwaies underſtand him to be, who exerci(cth (ole 2urhori- 
ty fpiricual, or jole Government Ecclch:Rical, yea, though over bur 
one congregation , much more, &c. Aiſo ſole Authority (piritual 
and (ole Government Eccleſiaſtical we call that which is cxerciſed 
without the Chriſtian pzoples free conſenr,&c, i: would be roo much 
ro name the reſt of his conſequences or the key of the remaining 
parc of his Book, and therefore [ ſhall cranicribe no more out of Mr. 
Facobs pieces,who Wrir aiſo in thoſe daies againſt Mr.Fobnſon for le- 
paration. 
Sn © t. 

The Author of the anſwer tro Dr. Downams Sermon, faith p.60, 
Thar he is out of all doubt that for the ſubſtance of ic Mr. Facobs 
Aﬀſſertion is true, that in the firſt two hundred years all the Chri- 
ſtians in any one grear cicy did make bu: one particular ordinary 
congrezation, aflembled in one pl3cez and in pag. 66, 67, &c. he 


- proveth that the churches oft Corinth, Epheſus , Antioch ( being 


vicible churches indued wich power of Ecclefialtical Governmen:) 
were each of them but one Pariſhz Firſt, the whole Church 
therein ordinarily aflembled in one place x Cor.11.18,20,23. and 
14.22, 24, 25. to the ſervice of God. S:condly, the church of 
Cenchrea being the part of Coranth (Strab, L.8.) was a diftin& 
congregation from that of Cor. 16, Rom. 1. Thirdly , add here- 
vato the Teſtimony of Euſebius, who (Eccl. Hiſt. L 4. cap. 22, ) 
callech the chu-ch of Corinth the Pariſh or congregatien of Corinth, 
«nd of omr own church Bible, printed 1566, where 1 Cor. 1, 2. is 
tranſ]zred unto rhe congregation which is at Corinth , of Epheſus, 
(if any make queſtion) rhe Apcfile callech che church there a flock. 
eAFﬀs 20, 18, not flocks, and what is a fi:ck but one congrega® 
tion? Secondly, add hereunto Teftimonies old and new. Igns- 
tius 2 diſciple of the Apoſtle Fohn in his Epiſtle ro the Epheſians, 
witnefle:h , that the chu:ch of Epheſus in his time came together 
into one pisc? tor the receiving of tbe Sacrament 3 Timothy (lairh 
E uſcbiys 1,3.c.4.) was Biſhop of the Fariii of Epheſus, whereas 
whereever that Eccle({iaftical wricer ſpeaketh of the Chiiftians in 
2 Provinc: for th: fir it rwo hundred yearsghe c8lierh ce company of 
tiem Pariſhes or Churches, as the Pariltes of Crete 1,4, 22, the 
Churches of Crete, 1.3. 4. andſoof Pontias, 1.4.22. 

Tind il that worthy Martyr conceived thus alio of the Church ot 
Epheſus , and the other ſix in che Revelaticn tranſlating and main- 
raining againſt Sr. Thomas Moores Dialogue, p.z259. the tranſlarion 
of hz word £xzancia by Congregation , thus tothe Angel - the 
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[76 ] 
Congregation at Epheſss , &:, With all afficming , char 3 Biſhop 
was the Goyernour bu: of on: Congregation , and the overſeer but 


of a Pariſh, Obed. ofa Chriſt. p. 135, John Balc an exile for the 


eructh ſo tranſlstech and exvo-44deth che word Candleftick and 
Chutch by Congregation , Im3g. of both chur. Rey. 1120. and 2, 
I, &c. So Dr. Fulke in anſwer to the Rhemiſh Annor, cn Epheſ, 
5.2. Thus Mr. Perkins on Rev, 2. 3. affirmerh;that theſe (even 
Churches were particular Congregations, and chat eyery particular 
Congregation is a Church , and bath priviledges of a Church be- 
longing to ir. The great Church Bible affirmeth as much, read- 
ing Rev. 1, 4. thus , Fohn co the (evea Congregations which are in 
Aſia, Yea , Dr. Bilſon teileth che $eminaries , part, 2. Pag. 170. 
that che Church is never taken in the Ol4 or New Teſtament for 
the Prieſts alone , but for the Congregation of che Faithful , and 
namely in As 20. 28, of Antioch, we may read Aﬀs 14, 27, 
how Paul and Barnabas gathered the church together. 

Tenatius bring afcerward the Biſhop or Paſtor there, and in bonds 
for the Goſpel , maketh it plain , char in his time that church ſtood 
but of one congrega:ion , for in his Epiſtle to'Hecon he calleth it a 
$yn1gogae , a Pariſh, a Flock , which with no reaſon can be un- 


= 


deritood of more Pariſhes then one, yea, Euſebiys ſo calleth it long 


after him, 
SE Cc Tr, VI. 


The {ame Author in his ſecond part of his reply to Dr, Downams 
defence, wi»2s eff ail the exceprions that cbe Do@or makes botk: 
againf the 3fl rti-n in geaers] and 2gainſt ihe particulars 3 rouch- 
ing the Zhu cb 1iCorin'b the DoRor ſaich the ching tha! is reftified 
for ir, 1 Gor. 51-35.10, 43, (5s (ach as might be wricten to the church 
of E- land 3 burp... 78. ſaich rhe reviyer , caa ir be affirmed of 
ail cz: peop!: procefiiag en. Goipel in England, that they come (or 
for their numbers may come) cgecher , E'y Th exxAncly x, £78 
To £uTd, inon: church vr! inro one plats ro cacthe Lord dup= 
per? Batthe words of the Apoſt.c (veile 18. 20.33.) do by con- 
ſequence: imp'y thaz che faithful which then were members of the 
church in Corinth ( to whom he wcicterh ) came rogerher in ene 
church afſcmvly, and in:o on? place (or at lesſt for chefr number 
might and duty ought fo to aficemvic rogetaer ) to ear the Lords 
Szoper 3 compar? tie tenor of the Apoſtles words GUYS NOuevmr 
vuoy, &c.v.'8. 209, With the like paraſe of ſpeech, 1 (or.5.4. 
ouy@XJeuTw” UDy, and MAth, 21.34. 41. and 27. 17. eAfﬀts 
29, 7,5, giid 25, 17. ani 38, 17, ours yueyoy vol gupshforTaoy, 
& it wiil appzar tha: a concourte-intfo one pace tor one work is im- 
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ported by the very word guyipyouds though ir had no other 
words annexed to inforce that conti:uction 5 neither can any one 
inſtance be given, where ir noterk (uch a diſtribution into many 
ſeyeral Societies , as :ouſt be implyedin ir, if ic ſhould be applyed 
to the Church of Ergland , which cannor poſſibly be gatkered into 
one place for the celebration of che Lo:d Supper, But wty doth 
the DuRor bury in filence that «her Teſtimony , x Cor. 14. 23 ? 
E'sy 8 guytn0n 6 iunAicta fan mh T0 urs, Doubtleſs 
his owa conicience told , ths timpicR of his readers would have 
diſcerned that he had ſpoken again common (:nſe, if he ſhould 
have ſaid that the like might have been «firmed of the church of 
D_ » Vit. that che whole church comech together into one 
place, 


Sx CT, VIL 


The Authors of the Chriſtizn and Modeft offer of e moſt iq- 
different conference or Diſpuration about the 
main and principle Controyerſies betwix: the Some of the ſi- 
Prelates and the late ſilenced and;deprived Mini= Ienced and dcpri- 
ſters in England divide their Back into four ved M7nijters , 
parts 3 the firſtwhereof is, Printed A.1606 


The Propoſitions which the Miniſters offcr to maintain again} 
the Prelates, 


1. All matters meerly Eccicfiaftical which are lawfully impoſed 
apon 8ny church are ſuch as nay be concluded neceflarily from the 
Written word of God. 

2. All Humane ordinances uſed onely or ſpecially in Gods wore 
a they arc uot neceilsry of themſcives are ſimply uns 
lawful, : 

2. Every true viſthl: church of Chriſt is ſuch a ſpiritual body 
polirick , as is ſpecially initicated by Chriſt or his Apoltles in the 
New Tettament. 

4. I here is notrue viſible church of Chriſt but a particular ot- 
dinary congregation onely, 

5» Every true vible church of Chriſt or ordinary aflembly 
of the fairntul bach by Chriſts Ordinance, power in ir ſelf imme- 
diately unver Chriſt, to cle& and origin, deprive and depoſe their 
Miniſters, and to cx:cute all other Eccleftaftical cenfures, 

6, The Paſtor of a particular congregation is the higheft ordi- 
nary Eccletiaſtical officer in any true couftirucedwiſible church cf 
Chriſt 

7. It 


7. Ir 15 the office of every true Paſtor to teach and to govern | 
ſpiricually onely one church or congregation immediately under 


Chriſt, 


$8. The Paſtor alone ouzh: no; to exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical juriſdi® | 


Qian over bis church , but o:h:rs ought to be joined in commiſſion” 
with him by the 2\hgnment of th: ſame church ; neither ought he 
and they fo periorm any main and material Eccleſiaſtical a& with- 
out the free content of the congregation, 

The o:her eigiur Propofitions peculiarly relate to their times, and 
therefore I {Nall not tran(cribe chem, 


S STC TELL 


The Author of the diſcourſe of rhe Abuſes then in queſtion in 
| the churches of Cariſt, '&c, makes it his buli- 
Mr. T.i7hetenhall, nels to ih:w how they are ſpoken againſt not 


Printed Anno oneiy by the ocriptures > bur alſo by the An= 
1606, ticnt Failicrs as 1ong as there remained any face 


of a true charch,znd likewiſe by the lights of the 
Goſvel & bl: fel Martyrs is the midit of theAntichriftian darkneſs. 
Pag. 3. H: quotes theſe words out of Mr. Fox A&s and Mon. 
pag. 365, ſpzaking of the primitive churches , ir is evident ro all 
men that bave eyes in their heads, &c, that there was nor then any 
morhe: church above other churches,burt the whole univerſal church 
was the mother church , under which univerſal church in general 
were comprehended ail othicr particutar churches in ſpecial, as fifter 
churches together , nor one greater then ano:her bur all in like equa- 
licy, SCC. 
Paz. 76, 77,78. He tranſcribes theſe words out of Zuinglius in 
A&.8, exp]. There hath:been contention from 
A multis jam ſe- theſe many ages to our times, whar a Church is ? 
culis ad noftra which verily hath riſen from a deſire of bearing 
uſque tempor rue, for ſome men b&ec arrozared this unto 
' que ſit Ecclifiz themſelves, to ſay tha: thiy are the Church,chat 
certamen fuit, all things might be ordered by their hands : But 


ARE , "Y 
ertum nimirum omiting the divices of m:n, &c, 


ex'regnandl cu- A Chvrch I find is taken two waies in Scrip- 
piditate, NC. ture, Firſt, for the company of all thoſe who 
in a {ure and firm Faith do bcli:ve in Corift 

their onely head; this is ſcattered through the univerſal worlds 
who knows this church ? onely God. Bur what ſhall we (ay of the 
Pope, Cardinals and Biſhops , which come together in a council , 
are not they alſo rhe Church? I anſwer, they arc onely members of 
rhis Churc?, if fo be they believe in Chriſt and acknowledg bim for 
: the:r 


7inth , &c. "And afterward , what do I hear ? 
May a Biſhop alone excommunicate? I had 
thought» that had been appointed ro the Church , 
&c. Chriſt (aid not , we ſhould refuſe the com- 


nition or twain (therefore one onely man cannot 
excommunicate ) but then at the laſt , when he 
had deſpiſed the admonition of the Churcb,there- 
fore no man but that Church can excommunicate, 
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79 
their head. Tf chey believe not they belong not to the Ch ur ch 
all, ſo-far oft is it that they ſhould be the Church. : 
. lay they are a Church repreſentative; of this I find nothing in 
'[ Holy Scripture, 2. A Church is taken for the ſeveral Congrega= 
tions which conyenicntly meer rcgether in ſome one place for the 
hearing of the word and-receiving of the Sacraments , theſe are cal- 
led from the Greeks Pariſhes : of this manner of a Church Chriſt 
ſpeakerh, Matth.18, ſaying, Tell che Church 3 and (o Paul ufeth the 
name of the Church, x Cor.1, To the Church which iis at Co- 


pany of a man when he had contemned an admo- 


But thou wilc 


Quid audio ? 
Epiſcopus me = 
ſolus excommus 
nicare poteſt ? 
putabam Eccle- 
fe eſſe datams 
&c. 


wherein he dwelleth by bis fin hath oftended 3 unto the Church 


.and Paſtor belonge:h this right of pronouncing ſencence of excoms» 


munication againſt the offender. And again, Art. 
31, They hold (ſaith he) that the excommunica- 
tion by the Biſhop is the Churches excommuni- 
cation, bur thoſe things are to be obſerved 
{which before we bave ſpoken in Arrt.8,) chat the 
Church in the Scriptures is cither taken for all 
Chriſtians which upon the earth do never viſibly 
meer together , which are onely known to God, 


Tradunt excom- 
municationem ab 
Epiſcopo datam 

Ecclefie eſſe ex- 


communi atio- 


nem, &c., 


&c. orelſe it is taken for eyery particular Church , which they cal! 
Pariſhes : therefore rhe conventicle of theſe diſguiſed Biſhops can- 
not be comprekended under the name of the Church, &c. therefore 
ic is clear, that they be not the church unto whith the offending fin- 
ner ought to be ſhewed 3 for ir is manifeft, Chrilt doch not bid us 
oo tell the univerſal Church (for this Church never meecs together 
bodily, &c.) therefore ir cannot be takzn none otherwiſe but that 
Chriſt commandeth the oft:nder to be judged by the Church which 
we call Parith, pg. $9,90, he ſaith, Theſe are the words of Peter 
Martyr in loc, com. p. 4. cb. 5. (ct.,g. & incom. in 1Cer.s. 
concerning the Government of the church , if thou reſpeR Chriſt 
it ſhall be called 8 M-rarchy for he is our King , &c, and there be 
ja the church which do rule zs Biſhops, Elders, Doors, in reſpec & 
of whom it may be called a Govcramen: of many, &c. but becauſe 
in the church {there be [matters of very great weight and jm- 
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[80 ] 
poſtles ) therefore it hath a conſideracion of popular Government , 

but of the molt weight are accounted excommunication, abſolution, 

chuling of Miniſters and ſuch like 3 fo as irs concluded that no , 
man can bs <xcom nunicacel without the conſent of the Church ; 

and after he ſxich, char Cyprian wric unto Corne!7ys the Biſhop of 

Rome, thac hz laboured rauch with the people char they which are 

fallen might have pardon , which if ic might haye been given by 

bimſzlf , rhece had been no need , chat he thould ſo greatly have 

travell:d in perſwaJing the peopie. Aad Auguſtine againſt the 

Donatiſis ſheweeh rhe (+4me, wicn he (#ich, We mutt chen ceaſe to ex- 

communicate if rh: whole pzople ihall be infe&ed wica one and the 

ſame vice, for it will not ((zich he) conſent to the excommunica- 

tion, but will d:fen4 and miintain kim whom chou ſhalt excommus+ 

nicate : The defiaicion Peter Martyr giveth of excommunicacion is 
this, Excommuntic:ion is the Cilting out of a notorious wicked 

man from :he fellowſhip of the Faithful by the judgmenc of them 

that be chict, and the whole Church conſenting, by che Auchoriry 

of Carift, and rule of che Holy Scriptures, to the Salvation of him 

thac is caſt out, an1ot the pcopie of God. 

Pag. 128, He aliedgeth theſe words out of Bexa upon thoſe 
words of the Apcſtie in the Second Epiſtle ro (Corinths , Wherefore 
I pray you tha: you would confirm your love to him 3 where the A- 
poitle ſpeaks of reſtoring »gain the cxcommuaicared 
perſon, viz. by a common or general conſene of the 
church declare ttat you receive him zgain as 8 orother 
8s by a common judgment of che Church he was 
caſt our, And in his 83. Ep. (faich my Author) 
afcer long debating the queſtion of che Churches right in Church 
Government and namely in election of their Miniſters, ar laſt he 
reſolyeth chus , Nothing may be obrruded and impoſed on the peo- 
ple being unwilling, 7n vito populo nihil obtrudatur, 

Pag. 140,141, He rells us thac that blefl-d Martyr of God, 
Mr. Tindall (4diſcourfing 1n his an{wer to Sir. Th. Moores Dialogue 
p. 250.Jot the words | Church and Congregation] u(zd in the tran(» 
lation of the New Teſtament) ſaich , Wherefore inaſmuch «5s che 
Ciergy (as the narure of thoſe hard and iadurate Adamant ſtones 
is :0 draw allrothem) bad appropriated rothemſicly:s the term that 
of right is co-*mon to all the whole Congregation of them char be- 
lieve in Chriſt; and with their faiſe end ſubtil wiles h+d b<guiled 
the peop.ec, 2nd brovgh: them into the ignorance of the Word, &c, 
Therefore inthe Tranſlation of the N:w Teſtament where 1 found 
this word ££4Anria, I cranfliced it by this word, Congregation, &c. 
Anlp.142.hc audech ths words ofD. Fulk in his anſwer co cheRhe- 
miſhT:&3mz:n: on E2nel.5..$.2. v4. By chis it is manifeſt thac cane 


Publico Ec- 
clefix con- 
ſenſuct;. 


| 


| 


| Tranſl: H 


; 


[81] 
Tranflator underRRood congregation > which exprefſeth the Gree® 
word berter then church co avoid ambiguicy, becauſe this word churk 
is commonly taken for the houſe of the afſembly of chriſtians. And- 


of all the members into one body , which in che name cf the church 
doth not appear, &c- - | 

Page 150,151. He acquoints us, that the famous Martyr Mr, 
Hoop:r in his Apology againft them thar accuſed himio be a main- 
tainer of ſuch as cutſed Q Mary (which Apology was (er forth and 
allowed according tothe order appointed in Q Elizabeths injun@i-= 


ons) hath theſe words, If they. knew Gods laws. (as they do noe 


indeed) they ſhould (ee and find that no ordinary excommunicuion 

ſhould bz uſed by che Biſhop alone, bur by the Biſhop and al! che 
whole pariſh, &c. Alſo when the inceftuovs man was excommu - 
nicared, S. Paul alone did not excommunicue him, but S. Pauls 
conſent and the whole church with him. 


S n= cy 1K 


' The Authors of the Humble Supplication to K. James bgve theſe 
words, p.13.14. As we bold thac your Maj:ity 
| within your dominions hath power to call Synods 
andtodiflolvethem; ſo we hold likewiſe that ru» 
ling Synods, and united Presbyrerics, exerciſeing 
Government and impoſing Laws and decrees upon 
ſeveral'churches, and the Paſtors of them, are not 
only humane inftitutions, bur in regard of the ſaid , - tt 
Government and Authority of impofing laws, altogether unlawful 
{ anduſurping upon the ſupremacy of the civil Magiſtrate, &c. And: 
therefore they 8re not deſired by us, as a mean eicher to curd and 
force the civil May 'ſtrate, (a courſe abhorred by us, and utterly. re- 
Pugnant to our proſeſiion and praQtice) cr to procure countenance 
and reſpe& to our Miniſterial funQicn amongſt others; We ac» 
. knowledg tio other power and authority for the oyerſceing , ruling, 
, andcenſuting particular churches (how many ſoever in number) in 
the: caſe of their-miſgovernment. then that which is Originally in- 
veſted in your Royal perſon , and from ir derived to ſuch of your 
| -laity, as you ſhall judg worthy to be depured to the execution of 
the ſgme under youzſo that the favour humbly S2olicired by us, is,thar. 
whereas our Lotd Jeſus bath given to each particular church or o! - 
dinsry congregation;this right and priviledg, viz.to eleR,ordain and 
deprive her own Miniſters and to -cxerciſe all orher parts of lawtul 
Eccleſiaſtical JuriſdiRion under himz your Majeſty would be pleaſed 
to take order as well that each —_— cburch that ſhall be allowed, 
co 
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ſters. . Printed 
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that the people might know thac che chutch is a gathering: together 
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to partake in the benefit of the ſaid tolleration, may baye, enjoy and - 


[82] 


pur in execution , and pra@iſe this her (aid right and priviledg 5 as 
that ſome, your; iubalcern civil officers may be appointed by you to 
d:mand and receive of each church a due and juſt account of their 
proceeding z here we humbly intreat that we may not be ſo inter» / 
prered, as if we diſclaimed all ſort of Synods. Ir is the ruling and 
not the deliberative and perſwaſixe Synods which we except againſt: 
that 3 Synod ſhould cojcin us to receive and entertain a conſtitution 
enaRed by themſclves we hold it unlawful 3 to be moved thereto by 
way of periwaſion grounded upon a clear demonſtration of utility , 
81d advantage growing thereby to the churches we do in no ſort 
diſlike, 

And pag. 18, 19. they thus expreſs themſelves : We neither hold 
in opi nion nor practiſe any marter either prejudicial to your Royal | 
Srace Supremacy and prerogatives (as our adverſaries do) or par- 
taking of confuſion growing from the root of that accurſcd parity , 
which incountcreth the ſubordination of officers) which we agreea= 
bly to the word of truth do maintain to be of as neceflary and wor- 
thy uſe in the body of Chritt as ina body natural, in which all 
metnbers are not eyes, or heads, or hands, butoneis head , ano-/ | 


ther is hand, &c. ſoin the body of Chriſt one is Paſtor ; another | 


Teacher, others Elders, &c, and yet we diſclaim nor ſuch equality | 
as betwix: diſtin & and ſeparate cburches , the Spiric of all wiſdom 
hath inſtitured and recommended; it being in chem 8s they are | 
with reſpe& of the one to the other, conſidered, no more and in cone 
gruity or diiproportion then parity in eminency and power betwizt 
che ſrycral Kings and Kingdoms of Europe, &c. 


SR I | 


The Authors of the Confeſhon and Proteſtation, &c. make this 
the fourth Article of their Faich , viz. We believe 


thac the nature and effence of Chriſts crue vifable 
{chat is political) church under the Goſpel is a free .; 
congregation of (briftians for the ſervice of God, | 
or A irue ipiritual body politick containing no more ordinary congres , 
gations bur one, and chat Independent: wherein chiefly two poines 
a1E toVE noted 3 firit, char a true viable political church under the 
Gr {pel is but one ordinary congregation, and this is cobeſeen plain» 
ly in theſe Scriprures, Matih.1g. 17, 1C0r.5. 4, 12,13. 1C0r. 10. 
25,20. 1Cor.i4. 23. As \.ng. As 2,1,54, AHL 6, 2339456. 
AFL 15. 22,25. Ads 14. 23,27. Ats 15. 30, Afs 10. 28. Gd, 
X. 2, 23, 3 C0r.8. x. Hom. 16. 3, &c. Secondly , That by Gods 
Crcinzice , wis one ordinary coggregation of Chriftians is 8 (pi- 
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[83] , 
' titus] body politick , and ſoisa free congregation independent 3 
char is,it hath from God the right and power of ſpiritual adminiſtra 


4 tion and government in it (elf , by che common and free conſent of 
. the people independently and immediately under Chriſt, alwayecs in 


the beſ order they can, which theſe places do prove, Mat.18,17,i9% 
iCor: 5.12.13. & 10.13, & 7.23, 2 Cor. 2.8. 2Theſ. 3. 6, 14. 
Afﬀts 6.3,5,6. eAdﬀs 14.23, Aﬀs 1.23.26. Aﬀs 15,22,25. 1 Theſ. 
$.21- 1 Fohn4.1, Rom. 16:17. C01. 4.17. Gdl.1.9. & 5.1. & 4. 
26, The thirteenth Arcicle of their faich is this, vi4, We believe tbe 
rrue adminiſtry, the holy cenſuresto be by the Congregations cons 
ſent only. 


$a C T. X 1. 


Fhe Authors of che colle&ion of ſundry . matters , trending td 
prove it neceflary for all perſens,, aQtually to | 
walk_in the uſe. and praciſc of the (ubſtantial : Printed, An, 1616. 
ordinances in the goſpel appointed by;God for 

bis-viſible church, . ſpiritually policical lay . bis down for the firſt 
argument: Thoſe:which are afſential parts of. a viſible political 
church, and are delivered rous by Chrift and his Apoſtles, :con+ 
Rantly in the goſpe],.yea.in many places, by way of commandment 
indefinitely , ' chat iswichout reſpeR- of any ſpecial perſons, places 
or times , they are Chriſts perpetualand ſubſtantial ordinances , 
for his viſible policical church under the goſpe!, and ought perpetu« 
ally ro be obſeryed anduſed by all chriſtians, (o it be in the beſt or- 
der they can ; Burt a free congregation of vifble chriſtians are the 
eſſential parts of a viſible. policical church , and the ſame are deli- 
vered to us by Chriſt and bis Apoſtles , conſtantly in the goſpel! 3 
yea , and in many places by way of commandment indefinitely, 


which is clcar ; thus the efſentjal parts of every thing, ace the matter, 


and the proper eflential form thereof 3' now a free congregation of 
viſible chriſtians expreflech both cheſe for a viſible political church 
under the goſpel 3 -vibble-chciftians is.the marcer, viz, one ordi- 
nary congregation of them ; and [ Free] <xprefleth the proper ef» 
ſential form in the (ame, char is one ordinary congregation (and 


-Nno more) haying power in it felt (by the free Canſcnr of the mem= 


bers thereof ) ro adminiſter all cheir ſpiricual affairs and go- 
yernment , ſetteth down the whole nature of this church; and both 
theſe are (o delivered tous, for one ordinary congregation, Mat. 


18.17,19,20, 1.C0r.14.23. A 2.44. & 6.2. & 15.22,25,8& 20. 


28, & 14.27. & 15,39. Rom.16.1. To be ſree, Mar.x8.i7. 1 Cor. 
3. 12, 13. 2 The. 3.14. Rom. 16.17. 3 Theſ.5,21, 3 Fohn 4.1. 


Fz 


Srcp. 


C84] 


Sycis TK ik 


The author of rhe Dzoceſans trial, &c. makes this his firſt quw- 


Rion; Whether Chriſt 4id inſticure or the A- 
Mr, Paul Bain, poſtles irzme,any Dioceſan form of churches, 


Printed Anno, or pariſhions| only 3 io the opening of the 


BR 55: terms, be tels us,p. 1 1.12.thac cheword church 
| | Is not to be anderitood figuratively, eicher mc 
ronimically for the place or 5ynecd 5 for minilters adminiſtring Or- 
dinances, but properly for a body politick, ftxnding of people to 
be raught and governed, and of teachers and governor, &c, 
A pariſhional church may te.confadered marcriailyorformally, ma- 
terially as ic is a church within ſuch local bounds 3 th: members 
whereof dwell contigiouſly , one bordering upon the other ; this 
God inſtituted not, for it is accidents] ta the church , may Abecſſe 
and Adeſſe, a church: remaining one, if a pariſhionsl church ia 
London ſhould dwelt as the:Dutch do , one-far enough from rhe 0- 
ther, while the ſame believers were uniced with the ſame governors, 
the church were not changed 3'tbough che-place were ajtered 3 for. 
mally it is put for a multicude ; which do in manner bf a pariſh or- 
dinarily congregate ſuch churches, and ſuch only we ſay, God di. 
reed, and again þ 13. we firm, that allcbu:ches were ſingular 
congregations equal independent,each of other in regard of fubiedi- 
_— | 7p nan gs > OE HY 

Tn p.4 &c. he muſterech thoſe forces which oppoſe - dioceſan 
churches , allowing only ſuch .churches to be inſticured by Chriſt , 
which may meet in one. congregition only 3 firſt; the word which 
wi bout ſome modification. ſuperadded , doth' fHignifie only {uch a 
company, as cailed forth., may aſſcmblepoliiica ly, tharword be- 
ing slone doth ſignifie ſuch a church, as may to boly purpoſes,ordi- 
natily mect alone} But the word, Church, which Chriſt and his A- 
. poſties &id inftiruce, is uſedindetinitely , and'fignifiech no more , 
crgo ub; lex zon diſtingait, nou eft diſtinguendum. 

>ccondiy, The Scripture ſpeakerh of the churches in a Kingdome 
. or Province ai waycs in che plural number, without any nore of dif- 
ferenccas qual cne withthe other, ergo, 

Thizaly z Che churches the Apoftles planted were ſvch as might 
and did congregate , 2s appears by Example, tht of Jeruſalem , 
though thtre were in {c toward five bundred Synzgogues yerthe 
ch: iſtizn clurca was bat one , and tuch as'did congregate into one 
place ordirariy, Attrr the acceſs of ave thaufand to it, eAds. 2.46, 
& 5.12-& 6.8% 15,5. & 21,22, & 25.22. their ordiggry meet- 
ivy (45i7i5, AGS c,.46,dail] could act bs a panegerical meciing, 
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&c. the millions of believers here __ accident of a circumſtance 
haply the paſsover) had nor a fetled itate there, there were ſet num- 
ber: Yea, jtis likely chey were, and continued bur one congrega- 
tion for forty yeare after ; (hey were nor ſo great 2 mulricude 2 but 
that Pclli, |:kz ro ihe Zoay of Lot, a little rown could receive them, 
&c, Thechurchof Corinth was but one congregation , which did 
tor the 'creice of God, crexercite of dilcipiine meer tozerher , 
3 C0r7.5.,4. 1C97,14.25,26, 1 C0r.11.12,23. In tn0et codem 10coz 
che «hole charch which was guilty of a finner, uncait forth could 
not be 4 d7vceſan church, neicher can the word guyigy a0 (comr 
ing together) ey:r bc ſhewed ro fgnifie any thing elle betides one 
particular afjembly, be inftanccth alfoin the church of Antioch , 
E pheſus, &c. | 

Fourthly, He giveth us example Ecclefraftical, out of Tenatius, 
Juſtine, Irenaus,Tcrtulliin, Eufchins, 7c. p.13.14,15- Kc. he an» 
iwereth objections to the contrary , whezeas it was 1 edged, thar 
thoſe that ule ciry by city z and churca by church , are cquivalent 
(which the Apoſtles do) they c rdsin:d rbar city 5nd Suburbs and 


country ſhoujd make one dioceſan church, He »oſ{wereth , thar the 


et. ue meaning of he ApoRl2,is chis,he placed Preſbyrers 2x74 may 
les} we ſhould u-deritzndic of rhe multitude and local tourds, ir 
5 ſaid,tha: they pieced them x} 44xans ay church by church, be- 
C2uſ2 Preſbyrers, wefe not givers bucro Diſciples and Cariitians, 
the multirude and lecal timits, wherewtth £i- 
ties were bounded behides there is an a dequare 2cc:p:ion of rhete 
phraſcs per accadens, not breauic the city and chu ch, was to make 
bur one church , bur becauſe the chrifiigns, by occation of their 
number, not being then too great, were tramed into one church, or 
becauſe by occsfton there was yer but one church, not becaule there 
w3Sto be bur one. And whereas it was objected concerning the 
church of Jeruſalem y thar ir was more numberſome chen could 
meet pariſhionally, fiſt, by growing to three thouſand » Aﬀs 2,4, 
rhen to five.thouſand, Aﬀ/s 4.4. then to have millions in it, 
As 21,20, he anſwerethz þ 15.16. that they did meer ordinarily 
as before he had proved, and in that deliberation , avout which the 
church of Antioch did lend to chem, Irenaus afhrmeth, 4. 3.c. 12. 
univer ſam cam conveniſſe, Luke athirmerh the ſamezas for that of mil. 
lions of believers, it is cercain they were not fixed members of this 
church, for would Luke who reckoneth the growth of them to five 


thouſand haves concealed ſo notable acceſſions, whereby they ſay 


they grew upto I know not how many thouſands?&'s. neverthe'eſs 
ſay they were more then could fitly meer , yer might they be tollc. 
rated as in one congregation, the Apoſtles (eeing {uch times to en _ 
ſuc , wherein mavy of them ſhould tranſlate rhemſclyes , and bg 
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[86] 
diſperſed hither and thither: God ſuffering ic a while ro grow 
more rank 3nd abundan: then ordinary churches are ro be, becauſe 


it was Eccepa $ trculeris, many of whoſe branches were to be tran(= \, | 


planted in their time 3 yea, we read of ſome ordinary auditories 
ſpoke to by ordinary paſtors, a3 great as that,baving therein five rhou= 
ſsnd ferlcd memb:rs, Chryſoſtom on Mar. doth ſignific to bis eſtcem 
they might be five thouſand thar then beard his voice. 

And whereas it was obje&ed, that the church of Corinth was a 
Metropolitan Church, becauſe the Apoſtle writing to the church of 
Corinth writes to all the Saints in Achaia; 2 CGor.1 .r, Implying 
thar they were'all ſubordinate to that church,becauſe he ſa'utes joint- 
Iy the Corinthians and Achaians, and calleth the Church of Corznth 
Achaia. 2 Cor.g.2. & 11.8,9,10.he anſwereth,p.16, That cac name- 
Ing the reſt of Achaiz with them doth no more ſignifi their ſubje- 
Qion of all Achazans,then in 1 Cor.1.2 namcing all ſaints in every 
Place doth Hgnikie their ſubje&ion. 

Beſides he ſpeaketh not of all Achaia as one church,but as diverſe 
churches in one province, and yet if he had ſpoken of the churches 
85 one, he might not imply a Metropolitan Church , for we may 


ſpeak of things noc only as they arercaliy in themſelves, bur ac- 


cording to anygreſpe& of rezſon, under which they are apprehended. 
And whereas it was objeQted, Tbat rhar reſpe& which many con- 
gregations diftin&, may have now aſſembled in one place, thar they 
may have ſevered in many plsc*s, for the unity of the place is bur 
ex:riplick to the unity of the corgregaiion ; bur many diſtin& con» 
oregiticns gathered in one city, may make one church,as in the Ne- 
ther-lands. He an{wereth, p.21. by denying the propoſition , for 
we cannot ceaion thus : If many maſtc;s and dittin& forms of Scho« 
Jars in one free 3cboole , be but one free School, then many Ms- 
ſters and company of Scholars ſevered in many Schooles,are but one 
S$choole, 0c. 

Ard whereas ic was objeRed, That it many churches may make 
one by (ubjeting themſelyes ro the government of one Preſbyrery, 
then they may wake one by ſubjeRing them ſe]ves ro a Biſhop and 
cathecral confiſtory 2: bur the rwenty four churches of Geneva, and 
the teritories- beJonging to it, do ſubjeR themſelves to the govern- 
ment of one preſibyrery, and ſo make one cburch,&c.he an{wereth, p. 
21. to the propofition, by diſtinguiſhing thoſe who ſubjeR themſelves 
ro 2 Prelbytery,as not having power of governing themſelves with- 
ig themſc]veszas being under it by ſubordination, 
 Thele mey in eff:& 25 well be (ubje& to a confiſtory, but thus 
the twenty four churches of Geneva do not do 3 they bave power 
of governing themſelves 8&c. Gencua made this conſociation nor 
as it the prime churches were 1mpevteR, and tro make one Church 
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. ty this ynion, &c. 
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The Publiſher of this dl of Mr, Baines, wit. Dr. Ames in 

4. his Preface, ſaith, that In this firſt Queſtion Mc. Baznes maintat>..” 

jy neth againſt his Adverſaries a courſe not unlike ro that which A#=:* 

| |  machanms in the dayes of King Edward the third , con:ended for f 

| againſt the begging Fryars, in bis Book called the Defence of Cu- y” 
rates for when thoſe Fryars incroached upon the Priviledges of 12 
Parochial Miniſters, he withRood them upon theſe grounds , Ec- f 
clefia Parochialk juxta verba Mofss , Deut. 12. Eſt locus elefus adco bs | 
zn quo debemus accipere cuna que precipit dominys ex Sacramentk 3 ; 
Parochus eſt ordinarius Parochiani eft perſona a1co pracepta vel man- a 
dato Dei ad illud Minifterium explendym elects, Which if they be 2 
| » Our adverſaries cauſe may go a begging with the aforciaid 

ryars. 

, The ſame Autbor, in anſwer to the third Queſtion, in his book 
ſaith, p.79, 80. in Matt, 18. Mark, 1. Chrift doth preſuppoſe, 
the Authority of every particular Church taken in diftinaly , for 

itisſuch a Church, as any brother offended may preſently complzin, 
| to, therefore no Univerſal , Provincial , or Dioceſan Church g2- 

1] © thered in a Council. 2. It is nor any particu/a: Church (definite) 

that he doth ſend all Chriſtians to, for then all Chriſtians in che 
world ſhould come to one particular church were ir poſſible ; he doth 
therefore preſuppoſe indiſtinly the very particular church where 

:he brother offended and offending be members; And if they be nor 

both of one Church, the Plaintiff muſt make his denunciation 

to :he Church where the Defendant is. quia forum ſequizur reum;$c. 
and pag. 81. heproves, that the power of Ecclchaltica! ceniures 
was inthe particular Church of Corinth, for firſt Paul doth rebuke 
them that they had not ſet themſelves to caſt him forth > now (as 

Ambroſe ſaith on the place) $7 autem quis poteflatem non habet quem 

ſcit reum abjicere, aut probare non valet, immuniscſt. S:condily , 

Paul doth wiſh them at{cmbled together with himiclt in the Name 

and Vircue of Chriſt, that they might deliver him up co Satan , 

he doth not call on them te reſtrain bim as already excommunics- 

ted , but to purge him out as infeQious leaven yet among therr.. 

Thirdly , Pax doth rel! them that they bad power to judge thoie 

within, thoſe, who are called Brethren , and lived otherwiſe, i | 

Laily , Paul doth attribuce power co them to forgive him , which 0 "4M 
would not have been in them, had nor they h2d the power to excom- j> 
municate: ſuch as have no power to bind bave no power to lcole : 
and though he holds that the ordinary power with tbe ex:cution 
thereof is not given to the Community of the Church , cr the 
whole mii'ticude of the faichful, pag. 80,83. butro the Officers 
of eyery particular Congregation, yer pag. g4. he (aith, that ſuch 
eſtate by Chriſt ber husband = pur upon her , that all poner is 
4 (0- 
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[88] 
£> be exxcated in ſuch a manner as ttzndeth with reſpe& to her ex- 
icellency 3 hence it is that Governours arc in many.things of grear 
Moment, totake the conſent of the prople with them, becauſe they , || 
ſuſtain the perſon of the Spouſe of Chriſt, and, therefore can- 
not be otherwile dealt wich , without open diſhoncur in ſuch” 


things which belong in common to the whole Congrega. 
tion, 77 | 
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READER, 


Y this time I ſuppoſe thou art well nigh tired, 
* yet ſuch affetiondo I bare to Mr. Sracley , 
that 7 cannot but give thee his Apology, oc- 
caſioned by the lies, and defamations of ma- 
ny, as I took it from his mouth the fourteenth of this 
f inſtant, chat ſo thou maift not harbour unjuſt prejudices 
againft him. His text was 1n Afarth. 18. 15, 16, 17. 
verſes. In the cloſe of his Sermon his words were 
thele : | 
This may be ſome Apology for what was lately pra- 
| Aiſed by ſonie of us, There were (1 confeſs ) two 
perſons , that we threw out of our Congregation on 
Monday laſt, The reaſon of their Rejection was for 
their refuſing private and publick Amonitions, for ſcan- 
dalous fins, wherewith they were charged: And 
| therefore we thought, and do till ro this day ( the 
; fſh:me and reproach of this place have not altered our 
| Tthoughtsin this thing ) we did (1fay) and do believe y Y 
ſtill chat we proceed by the righteous Lawes of Jeſus bh 
Chriſt, and that we had lived infin , had we negle-  £ 
| Cted that ſentence, 20 
O'j. Perbaps you will fay there are as preat fins as 
iying, and diſobedience (for thoſ&were the two great 
ſins of thoſe two excommutiicates to. be found a- 
Fe Ry.” © Y mongſt 
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mongſt us } that yet are not cenſured. 


A»ſ. 1. 1 bleſs.God I know none ſuch now in our / 
Aſſembly ; there may be ſecret wickedneſs ; but 4e oc- . 


cultis non judicat Eccleſia, This I ſhall fay, if we 
know more ſuch offenders, by the grace of God we 
ſhall ſo proceed upon them, And for a tryal if any of 
you have any thing to lay as a charge againſt any per- 
fon related to-us, do but obſerve the rule, that Chriſt 


hath appointed, of private Admonition, and then more | 


publick, and ſee whether there ſhall not be impartial 
proceeding againſt them : if not, then condemn us of 
partiality. 

eAnſw. 2. Butif there be ſuch fins not ſo puniſhed 
inother Congregations, I ſay this to that, if there be, 
the more is the pity, The Lord telleth. you to day 
what ought to be done, not what men will do with of- 
fenders. | 7 

O4j. But you will ſay, this is to do, as the Biſhops 
did, they did excommunicate, 

Anſw. Tanſwer, wherein che Biſhops walked by the 
rule of Chriſt. therein you ought to imitate them, 

Obj. But this Ordinance hath been diſuſed a long 
time. 

Axl. Tt hath been once practiſed already in th's 
place. and there was no noiſe of it ; it was praQtiſed 
ona 9uaker: and then it wasliked, or at leaſt con- 
nived at, at leaſt no perſon ever diſcharged duty to me, 
to ſay it was a wrong cenſure : Therefore I fear there 
is fomewhar of interelt that lyeth in the bottom of the 
clamours of the people. 

But if ic hath been diſuſed, ſhall it {till be negleRed? 
The longer it hath been diſuſed , the more reaſon we 
| haveto takeitup. The feaſt of Tabernacles was ne- 
S[eRed for hundreds of years; yet it was taken up 
with all its formalities, Ne#. 8. 16,17. So the people 
went forth , and brought th:m, and maae themſelves 
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booths, every one upon the roof of his honſe , and in their 
cavres , andin the courts of the houſe of God , and inthe 


; \ ſtreet of the water-gate , and inthe ſtreet of the gars of 


| 


| 


Epbraim. And ail the Congregation of them that were 


| Come again out of the Captivity , maae booths , and ſat 


- 


under the booths: far ſince the daier of Foſhua the ſon of 
Nun, unto that day , haa not the children of Iſrael done 
ſo, and there was very great gladne/s. Shall we lay 
aſide all the Ordinances of Heaven , becauſe for ſome 
time out of date 2 for a hundred years fince preaching 
was hardly inuſe, and yet that had beena ſorry Ap9- 
logy for a dumb Miniftry. 

Obj. But you excommunicate people for hearing 
Godly Miniſters, that is a common report , that runs 
through the City, and is carried into the Countrey, if 


; NOT as far as London, 


An(v. That isa miſtake, and a lye that deſerveth 
cenſure, the conſciences of the lyars that got in amongſt 
us that day (for the doores ſtood open) will bare wit- 
neſs to the contrary; the perſons excommunicated 
werecenſured for lying, diforderly walking , and ne- 
Sleing Church admonitioo. 

Obj. But the great out-cry is that we did not barely 
excommunicate them , but we did deliver them to Sa- 
tan, to the Devil ; this is accounted a very great act 
of cruelty, they account us as Jewes , and I know not 
what, for delivering them over to Satan, | 

Anſvv. My Brethren , 1 beſeech you do notllight 
the Ordinances of Heaven; Remember 1 Cer.5. 4,5. 
There the Church is commanded to deliver the excom- 
municate to Satan : there wehave a warrant for that 
dayes ation. 


Obj. But it is the opinion of ſome Miniſters that 


that kind of excommunication is ceaſed, 
eZnſw, For my part I know not a Miniſter in Eng- 
land (I know none) but isof this mind, that that deli- 
£ very 
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| F 92.7] 
very to Satan is excommunication. Jf you look to the | BAY: 
large Annotations, they ſpeak it out of excommunica- , V2" 
tion. If you will believe the Dutch Annotations pen. H 
ned by ſome of the chiefeft men that the Synod of this 
Dorr could pick out, they are of that opinion, and ſe- 220 
veral others, that Þ could name. The queſtion being | 3 
asked in the Syzopfs pur. Theol, whether any thing was | let 
peculiar to the Apoſtle in delivering to Satan , they de- | hea 
nyt againſt the Socinians and others. D:/p.42. Corol.4. } do! 
nay, Mc. Gille/py, as great a Scholler (I think) as ever | the 
Scotland bred , aifirmech, (hear his words) He that is | Þ*' 
excommunicated may bz :ruly ſaid to be delivered to 
Satan, for he that is caſt out of the Church , on whom 
the Kingdom of Heaven is ſhut, whom neither Chrift , | de 
nor his Charch doth own, 15 delivered to Satan who 


reigneth without the Church; And ſurely 1t muſt needs # | i M 
be-a Church a&: and he giveth reaſons for ir ( and ” 
have they not weight in them?> ) Firſt , th: Apoſtle | c 


blacmeth the Church for not doings it. Secondly, 1t was 
a cenſure inflicted by many , 2 { or. 2.6. and therefore rl 
no Apoſtolical At. And rhirdly, the grounds, and $ 
realons on which the church was to proceed againfi/that 
party, were not applicable to thoſe times onely, bur to | I 
our times, Peter Martyr , Parexs and Baſil are of ; 
that mind. Baſil ſpeaketh of ſome delivered to Satan 
for thirty vers together , that they might learn not to 
carry themſelves filthily, yea, unnaturally , as formerly 
eiey had done. FL - 
O6j. But (ſay ſome) and this is the weightieſt Obje- } 
Rion, you are not contented to excommunicate them, | 
bur you cu: ſed them, when you excommunicated them, 
you had ſuch paſſages in your prayer that day, that 
God would be pleaſed to curſe their children, and their 
eſtates, and to curſe their praying and their hearing 
hours; nay (faich one) you prayed that theſe perſons 
might lye under the everlaſting flames of Geds wrath ; 
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[93] | 
nay, you ſaid, that you had baniſhed God from than | 


; Which is blaſphemy. 
An. This is languagelT have keard very many times; 
this week many ſuch paſſages are handed from one to: 
another, among the people of this place , that would 
fain be accounted a profelling people. But my brethren 
let me ſpeak my mind freely ro you. I have indeed 
| heard and ſeen, though not read, a paper flying up and 
down this City , I thirk itis gonas far as London , 
that is full of notorious lies: And all this I have 
brought in as obj: ted againlt me , is abominably falle; 
notorioulty falfe :.T did not at all pray that God wonld 
curſe them, God forbid, I hope God gave in more ten- 
derneſs,more bowels of compaſſion that day,then to do 
fach a piece of wickedneſs. Beſides I ſhould have croſſed 
my Text; ſeeing therein the primary end of excommu- 
nication is declared to be for the deftrudtion of the fleſh 
that. the ſoul might be ſaved. Now:for me to beg that 
God would curſe them in their children, and all thoſe 
things, who is able to imagine me puilry of ſo much 


folly,and wickedneſs > But ] ſee plainly what a people 


in E xeter will believe againſt me: here lay the miſtake, 

muſt confeſs I endeavoured with the people, then con- 
yened for that end, to mourn over thoſe perſons, ard 
that we might be affefted with their condition , a- 
mong|t other paſlages, likely I might have theſe, in de- 
claring what a dreadful fentence,excommunication was, 
that all things were accurſed to them, and the influences 
of heaven were withheld, and to be withheld, till by 
ſhame they be brought to return, Thus have I been 
rraduced , and the deligne is to beget a prejudice in my 
hearers, that they may have no berefit by my preach- 
ing.chough bleſſed be God, yet the deſigne 1s diſappoint- 


ed: fo far was] from begging,that they ſhould lie un- 


der everlaſting flame, that I remember, I had ſuch paſ- 
ſages,that our bed- ſides and cloſets might witneſs to our 
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ſoul. Therefore this is a very great wrong that is done | 
' me, to fpred up and down, that they can never recal , I 
beſcech you, give not credit to every libellons paper , 
and every report that cometh to you,I know I am a man 
fubjec co like infirmities wich your ſelves:But if in anr 
thing I have offended God, or man , Iam ready whilft 
- I liveto give fatisfaction to every one, and my doores , 
ſhall ſtand open at any time to receive any ſuch accuſsa: 
tion. As to matter of fac, I bleſs God, I can fay m 
record is on high, though as to the manner of perform- 
ing, 'I may not be able to juſtifie my ſelf , in every par- 
ticular. 

What will ye ſo requite me for my ſpending.my pi 
ritsand ſtrength among you, as to give credit to every 
report concerning me? . Let me ſhut up all with this, ; 

though I am unworchy to bean officer in the houſe of 
God, yer God hath pur me into office, and 1 may fay 
to many of you, yeare the ſeals of my Miniſtry , and 
therefore I tell you from the Lord, 1 7im.5.19. Againſt 
an Elder receive net an accuſation,but before two or three 
Witneſſes | 


OO —— — 
> — 


UG 


——_— ruurnrey ee, CEE 


